Investigative Questions on Part B School-Age LRE


District Data

1. Are there geographical differences in the LRE data patterns?  Do rural or urban districts tend to serve children more often in separate schools/facilities? Or, do they tend more often to educate children with disabilities with their non-disabled peers?
If districts are large, are there differences within school districts?  
2. What do districts that show greater inclusion have in common?  What do districts that show less inclusion have in common?

3. How does the State collect and analyze data regarding the correlation between placement and post school outcomes?

4. What differences exist in the LRE data patterns for:

· different disability categories, 
· genders, grades, 
· race/ethnicity, etc.?

5. How does the State collect and analyze data regarding the correlation between placement and results on achievement tests?

Policy and Funding

1. Are there any state or local regulations or policies in place that promote the use of separate schools/facilities? 

2. What State or local regulations or policies promote inclusion?

3. What State or local funding formulas promote the use of separate schools/classes/facilities?

4. Which grant funds and/or special projects are targeted to address LRE in problem districts or model districts?  

· What is the result of the implementation of these special projects and/or the use of the grant funds?
Monitoring and Quality Assurance

1. In focused monitoring, how does the Sate examine LRE data?  What are the results of these examinations?

2. How does the State’s monitoring data connect to the educational environments data or database?  
· If not connected, what are the State’s plans for examining the relationship between monitoring findings and the educational environments data?  
3. What are the State’s LRE findings through its monitoring?  
· What are the enforcement actions taken by the State where findings of noncompliance are not corrected within one year of the identified noncompliance; and what are the results of the enforcement actions.
4. What are all educators learning about LRE and inclusion in their pre-service or in-service personnel preparation programs?  How does the State determine the effectiveness of these programs?
5. What collaboration exists between the State and institutions of higher education (IHEs) related to preparing teachers around common goals and strategies for LRE?

6. What projects that promote inclusion have been implemented?  What data are available on whether these projects resulted in the implementation of the intended practices? 
7. How does the State address the professional development regarding the following:

· access to the general education curriculum, 
· differentiated instruction, 
· flexible learning environments, and 
· universal design for learning?
8. How has the State implemented policies and practices related to the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS)?
Standards and Curriculum

1. Does the State require standards’ based IEPs?
2. How have the State’s content standards been integrated into curriculum and how are these standards reflected in Statewide assessments?

3. How does the curriculum promote the use of strategies related to access to the general education curriculum, such as universal design for learning and differentiated instruction?

Parent and Family Involvement

1. How does the State invite and inform parents and families about LRE practices at the State, district, school, and individual levels?

2. How do parents and families participate in monitoring and improvement activities around LRE and access to the general education curriculum?

3. What mechanisms are in place at all levels, including the State, district, and school levels, to promote communication and participation of a broad and diverse group of parents and families?
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