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Did you know . . . 
· In 2008 more than 6,700 Kentucky students did not graduate from high school?
· In Kentucky almost 24% of children under age 18 live in poverty? Poverty is a primary indicator of achievement gap. More than 30% of free/reduced lunch 3rd graders are not reading at a proficient level!
· Many states, including our neighbor Indiana, have used second and third grade literacy rates to predict the number of prison beds needed in the future?
Community, business and education leaders understand the devastating effects and the potential economic drain of this information.  “These educational gaps impose on the United States the economic equivalent of a permanent national recession.”  (McKinsey & Company, Social Sector Office, 2009: The Economic Impact of the Achievement Gap in Schools – summary of findings.) 
Great by 8, a collaborative effort of state and community agencies, offers an opportunity to expand and strengthen support to programs and services for Kentucky’s children from birth through age 8- these children are KY’s economic future. The ultimate goal: to eliminate achievement gaps that exist between groups of students by giving all of them a high-quality start on learning.

Great by 8 emphasizes building leadership capacity to increase program collaboration and coordination and help communities determine how best to meet their local needs for improving the quality of schools, programs and services for all children. 

This work is critically important. Why? Because of the returns that investments in high quality early education programs can yield. Research shows that children who participate in high-quality programs are less likely to be retained, referred for special education services or enter the criminal justice system, are more likely to graduate from high school, earn more money and attend college (Luster & McAdoo, 1996; Campbell et al. 2001; Schweinhart, 2003). The return on investment for high quality early childhood education for at-risk children can “produce an annual rate of return as high as 16%” according to Art Rolnick, Senior Vice President of the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis.  And specifically in Kentucky, research by the University of Kentucky, Center for Business and Economic Research, concludes that a $1 investment in expanding quality preschool will yield a return of $5 in benefits for both individuals and the state as a whole.  All of this means that investing in young children should become an economic imperative for Kentucky.  

Great by 8 will begin its work with a statewide summit on June 24-25, 2010.  Regional teams representing health, education, business, early childhood, community and faith-based organizations as well as elected and civic leaders will convene to learn more from leading national authorities about the urgency of this issue.  Following the summit, each regional team will conduct a needs assessment to identify resources and gaps for children, birth-8.  The results of those assessments will be used as the foundation to develop and implement a local action plan. 

How can you get involved?   Community stakeholders will receive an invitation to serve on a regional team and attend the Summit. If you would like to attend, contact: annette.bridges@education.ky.gov 
Working together, we can make Kentucky a national leader regarding this critically important issue!  

Contacts:  

Sarah Belanger- Project CLICK (Cradling Literacy In Children in Kentucky), sbelanger@zerotothree.org
Nancy Lovett- Director, Calloway County Regional Training Center, nancy.lovett@coe.murraystate.coe
Phyllis Hall- Director, Anderson County Regional Training Center, phyllis.hall@anderson.kyschools.us
Annette Bridges- Kentucky Department of Education, annette.bridges@education.ky.gov
