The Story of Dave
Dave, a thirteen year old male, attends self-contained classroom at a local middle school.  Dave is independent in basic self-help skills and has relatively good communication skills.  He has been described experiencing mild/moderate mental retardation.  Dave was felt to have good social skills and enjoys most recreational events at the school and in the community.  Dave is a healthy individual standing about six feet tall and weighing approximately 200 pounds.  
Dave has a history of very aggressive behavior which consists of grabbing staff and attempting to choke or hit them.  Dave’s behavior has improved so much that he now attends some general education classes with same age peers.  Recently, Dave started to display the aggressive behavior.  The aggressive behaviors were of such intensity that several staff had become injured and it typically took up to four staff to control Dave.
A number of staff began to investigate when, where, and under what circumstances the aggressive behavior occurred.  Several things were noted.  One was that aggressions tended to be preceded by requests.  A typical sequence would involve a request by staff, Dave saying “no” to the request, staff then repeating the request, Dave calling the staff a name, followed by the staff indicating that this was not appropriate, and finally Dave engaging in aggression.  Also, if staff did not intervene quickly to physically control Dave, it was likely that the persons being aggressed would be injured.  Dave appeared to enjoy being told he was doing a good job.  However, on occasion he would use a positive statement by others as a reason to start an argument.  Aggression was not specific to any time of day or any environment.  
On the basis of this information, answer the following questions:
1. What is the targeted behavior of concern?

1. Define the targeted behavior?


1. Identify possible antecedents?


1. Make a hypothesis concerning the function of the targeted behavior.


1. What types of intervention(s) may be helpful?

