Story of Pete

Pete is a primary student who attends a classroom with one teacher and twenty-four students.  Pete has been diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome and receives medications as part of his intervention plan.  Pete lives at home with his mother, father, and new baby brother.  Pete was evaluated and qualified for special education services due to his diagnosis of Asperger’s Syndrome and severe behavioral difficulties exhibited in the school setting.

Pete is a very capable student who lacks confidence and has difficulties trying something new.  In the classroom, Pete displays frequent noncompliance to teacher directions, particularly when requested to do something new or a task that requires handwriting.  When frustrated, Pete will first verbally refuse to complete the request (e.g. “I’m not doing this.  This is dumb!”)  If pressured to perform, Pete will throw school materials, yell/curse others, sit on the floor and refuse to move.  When the teacher intervenes or corrects him, Pete’s behavior will escalate to more severe forms of challenging behavior, such as hitting and kicking others.  Pete has difficulties getting along with others, particularly wanting the other students to do what he wants.  He has problems sharing materials and frequently is in conflict with his peers.  Pete participates in the classroom program, but he misses most recesses and spends an excessive amount of time in the principal’s office.  His parents are supportive, but they also have significant behavioral problems at home.
On the basis of this information, answer the following questions:

1) What is the targeted behavior of concern?

2) Define the targeted behavior?

3) Identify possible antecedents?

4) Make a hypothesis concerning the function of the targeted behavior.

5) What types of intervention(s) may be helpful?

