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Advisory Council Agenda
August 25, 2006
Date:    September 12, 2008
Present:  Kelley Wanta, Cynthia York, Debbie Walton, Margaret (Schultz) Clevenger, Celeste Hinton, Heather Muse, Debra Myers, Elizabeth Myatt, Michelle Porter, LeAnn Coffman, Beth Huff, Mary Ann Forbes, Michelle Antle, & Connie Miller.

Minutes reported by:  Debra Myers

Agenda

Welcome by Debra Myers

Welcome and introductions were completed.  

Have lost two members- Kim Higginbotham (Barren) & Natalie Noe (Logan).  Deb to contact DSE about replacing those folks.  Also may need to talk with DSE whose RAT member routinely does not participate for replacement or reasons.
State Autism Grant by Debra Myers:  Deb Myers announced that KDE has been awarded a NPDC Grant that will start in January 2009.  Through this grant, Kentucky will receive training in autism from a national team.    The long-range goal is to have a training and technical assistance network to promote a) early identification of autism 2) effective intervention strategies (communication systems, positive behavior supports, and social interactions), 3) access to general education curriculum, 4) improved transition planning and post-secondary outcomes, and incorporating evidence-based practices for ADS in pre-service programs at Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs).  
The plan involves building capacity throughout the state through the development of a state training team (consisting of coop low incidence consultants/behavior specialists, representatives from each Regional Early Childhood Training Centers, two representatives from IHEs, and two representatives from First Steps Technical Assistance Teams).  Each coop is to have an Autism cadre (which we have).  Eventually, each school district is to have an ASD technical assistance team.  

Model sites will be developed throughout the state.  In Year I, it will be in Jefferson County Schools.  In Year II, three additional model sites will be developed in eastern, central, and western Kentucky.  

For universities involved in teacher preparation, the certificate program based upon the Council for Exceptional Children Draft Competencies for Teachers of Students with ASD to occur across the state.

Action Plan Item Reviews – The group divided into committees to review action plans and to make revisions as needed.  Three activities that especially need attention include:  “How to” sheets, Trade2Teach proposal, and Catalog of trainings and trainers in the region.
A. “How to” sheets- First/Then & visual schedules completed by KATC

Other “How to” sheets- Reinforcement/DRO program,
Autism 101 tips for kids (Michelle)

Social Stores (Michelle)

Sensory (consult with OTs) (Margie)

Vance/Hall booklets (Deb)

Visual Supports   (Deb)

Group will work on these at next meeting in January 2009.

“How to” sheets will be put into Autism 101 notebooks.  Three members do not have copies:  Margie Clevenger, Beth Huff, and Michelle Antle.  Deb Myers to make copies for each by next meeting in Jan.  

B.  Trade2Teach proposal - After some discussion, the group decided to delete from Action Plan.  Instead a list of regional professionals who specialize in certain programs will be generated and model sites listed.  KEA has grant program called T2 that provides dollars for two teaches to visit each other.  Michelle Green to obtain information about this program and share with group in January.

C. Catalog of trainings and trainers in the region.  The decision was to develop a list of regional trainers who specialize in specific strategy.  Deb Myers to send out form for trainers to fill out.  Will keep list on website.

D.  Committee Work results.  See Action Plans.

Business Meeting

A.   Calendar of Events – 
1)  October 2 in Owensboro- Boardmaker Software Family Hands on Lab through WKARC
2)  Oct 7 & 8 in Cincinnati -Teaching Strategies & Transition for students on Autism Spectrum (Maria Wheeler)

Transition from school to post-school: Best practices (Patrick Schwarz)  www.spectrumtrainingsystemsinc.com 

        
3)  Fall Workshops (KATC)

Oct 22 in Berea-  Listening to Students with Challenging behaviors:  Assessment & Interventions for Practioners

Oct 29 in Louisville – ABA for Educational Professionals

Nov 5 in Falls of the Rough – Social skills intervention & Peer Supports plus Literacy & Learning for ASD students

Nov 11 in Corbin - Structuring your classroom to meet the needs of students with autism.
B. “Showcase” of Reference Materials

a. STAR – Kits were available for members to review
b. Discrete Trial Trainer - Demo was provided to show how program worked.

c. Foldables - by Dinah-Might Adventures (www.dinah.com ) another visual method to teach content areas.  
C. Possible Training Opportunities for region


1)  Deb to talk with KATC about offerings located in BG in future.


2)  CESC to pursue Ziggurat Model training for summer 2009.

3)  Amanda Ralston, CABA based in Lexington has a manual and training on ABA.  May need to look at having her come to region.  Deb would like to know how different her training is from the one done through her before spending $ to have her come.  Need to talk with her or attend her training to get more information.

D.  RAT Blog - Everyone is encouraged to make use of this website to chat and post items.  Deb sends to site for any items that need posting.

E.   Future Topics:  Music Therapy Presentation, Packet of academic modifications, & Investigate topics to include in 30 minute modules, participate in discussions on how to adapt trainings for different purposes, Online Module Review & DTT day to review ABLLS-R as a group and match to Maurice Curriculum (bring ABA binders to discuss monitoring, data collection methods, and strategies, etc)
F. Work day added:  Decided to add another meeting day that will serve as a workday for “how to” sheets and other items from action plan.  Will meet at Moss Middle School.

G.  Case Review:  None presented.  
Next Meetings: January 16, 2009 & March 13, 2009
Regional Autism Team Agenda


September 12, 2008


9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.








