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Date:    January 12, 2007 
Present:  Kelley Wanta, Kim Higginbotham, Debra Walton, Penny Adams, Celeste Hinton, 
Debra Myers, Joyce Alford, Cindi Whittinghill, Elizabeth Myatt, LeAnn Coffman, Beth Huff, 
Natalie Noe, Mary Ann Forbes, Katherine Cleary, Michelle Antle, Karin Holland, Connie Miller & 
Marty Boman 
Minutes reported by:  Debra Myers 

Agenda 
Welcome by Debra Myers 

Welcome and introductions were completed.   
 
WKU Clinical Education Complex Tour by Marty Boman:  Marty Boman provided a tour of 
the new facility that will house the Clinical Education Complex at WKU.  CEC will include five 
programs, including Traumatic Brain Injury, Early Childhood, Speech Clinic, Family Counseling, 
and the Kelly Autism Program (KAP).  The KAP wing is till in construction with plans to open in 
May 2007.   
 
Sensory Room Development and Benefits by Kim Higginbotham of Park City Elementary 
School.  Kim Higginbotham provided a presentation and written description of the sensory 
room that she and her staff developed at their school.  In addition, she provided a handout on 
Ideas for Designing a Sensory Room (adapted form the Autsim/Asperger’s Digest, July – 
August 2004).  She stated that some of her students are scheduled into the room periodically 
throughout the day and also go upon request or obvious need.  She emphasized that not all 
student need or desire to participate.  Those that do need or desire the sensory input appear 
to be much more calm and able to participate in instructional activities better. 
 
Calendar of Events: 
1)  Spectrum Training Systems at Columbus, OH February 8-9, 2007 
www.spectrumtrainingsysteminc.com   
2)  STAR Program Training  The StAR Program will be offering trainings around the state on 
Social Skills.  You may contact them at starhelp@louisville.edu or visit their website at  
http://www.starautism.louisville.edu/  
 
Professional Development Activities:  The group reviewed current PD opportunities 
through CESC (e.g. Autism 101:  For Teachers (2 hours); Autism 101:  For Parents (2 hours); 
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Intro to Structured Teaching (2 day); Into to ABA & DTT (6 hours); Social Stories (3 hours);  
and Autism and the Prominent Methodologies (6 hours).  These trainings are offered by CESC 
regionally and/or upon district request. 
 
The group spent some time discussing the training needs in the region.  Several new RAT 
members have not been trained on the more prominent methods (e.g. structured teaching, 
DTT, Social Stories).  The group decided to provide a 2 day Structured Teaching workshop for 
RAT members on May 3 & 4, 2007.  In addition, another 2 day Structured Teaching workshop 
will be offered sometime the week of July 16-20 for classroom teaching teams and support 
personnel.   
 
The group discussed that there seems to be along way to go in getting school personnel to 
understand autism and its impact upon behavior patterns of the student (visual thinkers, 
difficulties with processing language, sensory overload, etc.).  Trainings may need to be 
developed to assist persons with understanding these general characteristics and appropriate 
intervention strategies to assist the student. 
 
Social Stories/Scripts:  There was a discussion about the difference between Social Stories 
and Instructional Scripts.  Social stories have a specific formula for content and are written to 
be preventative explanations of social expectations from a personal perspective.  Scripts are 
more like written instructions provided to the student concerning a specific skill.  Is it 
important for teachers to be able to distinguish the difference?  Yes, because they are 
different enough that it is important to know which version was tryed with a student. 
 
Case Review:  None presented.   
 
Regional Data on Strategies:  The group discussed whether to continue collecting this 
information so that we would know where specific interventions are being implemented.  Deb 
Myers will email the current list to members.  Upon receipt, members are to indicate whether a 
given strategy is being implemented in their district by February 1. 
 
Information Sharing:  None noted. 
 
CESC Lending Library:  Materials reviewed included The Sixth Sense II curriculum and The 
Incredible Five Point Scale. 
 
Review of RAT Action Plan:   The group briefly reviewed the current Action Plan.  Due date 
for activities end in May 2007.  The group will need to discuss developing an action plan for 
the next three years (2007-2010) in the near future. 
 
Next Meeting:  March 16, 2007  
  LS Support in Community Living Program overview 
  Music Therapy Presentation 


