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Advisory Council Agenda
Date:    September 19, 2008
Present:  Vivian Secrest, Ann Epperson, Rachel Wetton, Bridget Wilfert, Amanda Collins, Shanna Paul, Celeste Hinton, April Bowersox, Debra Myers, Kristina Sidebottom, Renee Kessler, LeAnn Coffman, Shelly Decker, Annelle White, Melinda McNew, Regina Guthrie, Michelle Antle, Alayna McDade, Lisa Amodeo, Robert Allen, Shanna Bowers, Laura Dinning, Andrea Kirby, Nancy Moore, Shelly Tisdale, & Carl Myers.  Guest participants:  WKU School Psychology graduate students.
Minutes reported by:  Debra Myers
Agenda

Welcome by Debra Myers 
Welcome and introductions were completed.  

Assessment and Diagnosis of Young Children with Autism by Dr. Carl Myers, WKU School Psychology Program.  Dr. Myers provided a workshop on issues related to the educational diagnosis of children with autism and the features to look for, including impairments in communication, social interactions and restrictive repetitive & stereotypic behaviors.  It was emphasized that this disability needs to be identified based on a pattern of behaviors that can vary from child to child and across time in a single child.  He reviewed instruments that may help in identifying these patterns; however, most instruments cannot capture the breadth and depth of autism spectrum characteristics.  Furthermore, some instruments do not distinguish between children with autism and non-autistic referred children reliably.  Dr. Myers emphasized the clinician’s understanding of autism and a thorough parent interview is very important to the diagnostic process.  With private clinics having waiting lists of up to 11 months and the importance of early intervention, school psychologists may need to look at identifying students with autism themselves since it is an educational diagnosis, especially the more classic and obvious cases.  For those case that are more difficult, assistance from private clinics that specialize in diagnosing autism (e.g. RCDC, WCEC, & TRIAD) can still occur.
Assessment for Transition by Leann Marksberry, CESC Transition Specialist.  Ms. Marksberry reviewed various formal and informal assessment instruments and methods to assist the student in identifying post-secondary goals and activities.  Ms. Marksberry encouraged School Psychologists to assist teachers in this area since school psychologists are the school’s assessment experts.  She emphasized that the school psychologist may not be the professional completing the assessments, but may be helpful in encouraging it be done or assisting in some way.  Ms. Marksberry indicated that each student will need an ILP and Course of Study completed with teachers who know the student.  The Course of Study is to be for multiple years and should be in the student’s file.  For non-diploma students, the IGP, a hard copy form, should be completed since the on-line version may not be appropriate for this group of students.  Ms.  Marksberry emphasized that the career goals of student need to match their ability levels (e.g.  College bound needs to meet entrance level requirements or at least be close enough that minimal developmental classes would be needed, like ACT scores).  Ms. Marksberry reviewed several types of transition assessment instruments that may be used.  There was a discussion on how to handle exit evaluations.  Several school psychologists shared their policy on full battery tests prior to graduation:  test only those who meet the college bound requirements, student/parent requests evaluation for transition purposes, at annual review explain and note in summary that the student needs to request evaluation if needed for transition.

Business Meeting
KAPS Information:  Michelle Antle is the CESC regional representative.  Ms. Antle emphasized the need for membership in our region which has been historically poor overall.  Attending KAPA conference will be more and more important in the future due to ethic PD requirements and the need for NASP approved PD for re-certification process.  Michelle encouraged everyone to attend KAPS in October.  She was asking for assistance with providing Silent Auction items from our region for KAPS. IF you have any ideas, contact Michelle at michelle.antle@simpson.kyschools.us  

Calendar of Events:  
KAPS October 1-3 (Lexington)
Practical Strategies for working with ASD by Kathy Morris October 14 (Nashville)

KY Council of Exceptional Children (CEC) November 23-25, 2008 (Louisville)
NASP conference February 24-28, 2009 (Boston)

Professional Development Sharing:  Temple Grandin Sept 4 sponsored by WKU.  Several from the group reported their impressions of Temple’s presentation:  manners & physiological aspects.  Odd Girl Out by Rachel Simmons Sept 15 sponsored by WKU was reported to be very good despite technical difficulties.
Steering Committee:  A subcommittee of 3-4 folks is needed to serve as a steering committee to help plan the SPICR meetings.  Duties would be helping with establishing the agenda and finding speakers when warranted.  If interested contact, Deb Myers.  
Roundtable Discussion:  Several issues were discussed as a result of roundtable discussions, including gifted/talented assessment practices, re-evaluation for seniors with disabilities, dyslexia assessments from area private consultations, and autism assessments and services.
Next Meetings:  December 12, 2008 
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