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	Business Law—Our Court System

	

	Our Court System
· It is important for citizens (students) of the United States to understand how the court system works. Few of us escape the experience of going to court, whether it’s for speeding down the highway, a divorce, or for being accused of a criminal act, we all need to know what legal procedures we are going to face and what actions we need to take in order to protect ourselves. 
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Thoughtful Education




	Identify Your Purposes

	


	Vocabulary 
Civil
Criminal

Statute

Tort

Stare Decisis

Writ of Certiorari

Jurisdiction

Transcript

Appellate Courts

Supreme Court (Federal and State)

Arbitrator

Municipal Court

Original Jurisdiction

Special Jurisdiction


	State Learning Goals


Core-Content
SS-H-3.3.4
A.E. 2.2; 2.3; 2.14; 2.15
Knowledge
What do you want students to know?
· The structure of a typical state and federal court system
· How to settle disputes without going to court
· The different levels of courts and their powers
· The jurisdiction of the different courts.
Attitudes
What habits of mind do you want students to develop?
· Perspective: To appreciate different perspectives of our 
    judges and justices.
· Open Mindedness: To keep an open mind and examine 
     underlying truths.
· Cooperation: To work with others to complete tasks on time
· Respect: To develop respect for differing points of view.
· Appreciation: To develop an appreciation for the lessons our legal system can teach us.
Understanding
What big ideas, concepts, or generalizations do you want students to understand?
· We all have a responsibility for our own wellbeing
· It’s important to understand your legal rights
Skills
What skills do you want students to develop?
· Effective Note-taking
· Compare and Contrast
· Drawing Conclusions
· Communication Skills: reading, listening, writing, and
    speaking
· Analyzing resources
· Summarizing
· Vocabulary Development
                                         Essential Questions
1. How is the construction of our legal system both a success and a 
    failure?
2. How are laws formed?

3. What happens before, during, and after a trial?

4. How is my right to vote connected to the formation of laws?

· This unit is the beginning of the court system. The students will learn the structure of a typical state court system as well as the structure of the Federal system. They will know how mediators and arbitrators can be used to settle disputes instead of paying for the high costs of litigation. They will participate in litigation, mediation, and arbitration role plays to help deepen their understanding of the legal process. They will study different landmark court cases such as Marbury v. Madison, which shaped the American view of the role of the judiciary. They will also investigate Article v. States, which set the precedent for the process of 2/3’s vote of each house of congress. They will have a better understanding of how laws are formed and how they are found to be unconstitutional by higher courts such as the State Supreme Court and the Federal Supreme Court. They will become familiar with the Supremacy Clause, which states if there is a conflict of law between a state and the federal constitution—the federal constitution will prevail. They will have a better understanding of the appellate process and terms used during this process such as affirm, reversed, amended, and remanded.  They will understand that when the court speaks, it speaks” Ex cathedra”-- with authority. Article III of the constitution limits the power of the judiciary to decide and pronounce a judgment and carry it into effect between persons and parties who bring a case before it for decision. The article doesn’t allow the courts to predict and solve a dispute that has not occurred or that has not been tried. Article III also doesn’t allow a court to refuse a case because the job is too hard, dubious, and dangerous. 


	Student Learning Goals

	


Unit Narrative
_____________________________________________________________________________
Critical Vocabulary List
As a result of this unit of study I will learn the following vocabulary:

Remanded, Amended, Affirmed,  Reversed, Judiciary, civil, criminal, statute, tort, stare Decisis, writ of certiorari, transcript, appellate courts, supreme court, arbitrator, municipal court, original jurisdiction, special jurisdiction
______________________________________________________________________________
Mastery Learning Goals
As a result of this unit, I will…
· Read and interpret court cases
· Use a variety of note making tools

· Evaluate the impact of cases that have set precedents

· Explain reasons for stare Decisis and precedent law making help to balance our legal system

· communicate ideas through writing, speaking, and listening

______________________________________________________________________________
Understanding Learning Goals
As a result of this unit, I will…

· Understand the differences between civil and criminal law
· Understand how court cases shape our legal system

· Understand relationships between the federal and state laws 

· Understand the court’s authority
______________________________________________________________________________

Interpersonal Learning Goals
· As a result of this unit, I will…

· Appreciate the legal system from different perspectives

· Reflect upon the effectiveness of the legal system on the federal and state levels

· Develop personal awareness of my role in the legal system and how I can make a change
· Rank and evaluate the effectiveness of different precedents set by the legal system

· Learn the value of the way the court system works

______________________________________________________________________________

Self Expressive Learning Goals
As a result of this unit of study, I will…

· Create summaries, persuasive arguments, charts, and speeches to demonstrate understanding of our legal system

Design one of the following types of assessments using the following templates:  Task Rotation, Comprehensive Menu, or Culminating Assessment

	Determine Your Assessments


Task Rotation                           Type Content Area
	The Hook

People living in the United States need to understand the court system. Few of us escape the experience of going to court, whether it’s for speeding down the highway, a divorce, or for being accused of a crime, we all need to know what the legal procedures are in order to protect ourselves. 


	Mastery Task
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Research one court cases that has be brought before the Supreme Court. Write a legal brief using proper vocabulary (i.e., correct legal terms).
	Interpersonal Task

Put together a portfolio of laws that you think are unconstitutional. Write a Writ of Certiorari for a Supreme Court review.

	Understanding Task

Put together a debate team to discuss the three educational laws provided by the teacher. Your group will debate the laws constitutionality. Write a brief explanation of your decision for each law. Is it constitutional? Why? Why not?
	Self-Expressive Task

Write/design/create a brochure for eight grade students about the process of the law. What happens from the time you are arrested until you go to court? 


· Assessment Design – You may choose to use the following templates:  Task Rotation (above), Comprehensive Menu or Culminating Assessment
Comprehensive Menu
Choose tasks you would like to complete to demonstrate what you have learned during this unit.  You must choose at least one from each level of difficulty.

	
	MASTERY
	UNDERSTANDING
	SELF EXPRESSIVE
	INTERPERSONAL
	

	3
	Take the perspective of a southern Landowner, a freed man, and a northern industrialist.
It is 1877; write a letter to your state representative with a list of proposed bills that need to be placed into law.
	You are a defense attorney that has been selected to defend a person that has never been through the legal system. Write/create/design a pamphlet that will help your client better understand what they are facing.
	Write a public service announcement informing the public of their legal rights as stated in the constitution. Choose at least three amendments. (Doesn’t just have to be the Bill of Rights. It can include all amendments)
	Put together a portfolio of laws that you think are unconstitutional. Write an appellate brief that will be submitted the Supreme Court asking for a review.
	LOW--------------------LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY--------------------HIGH

	2
	Read a court case and identify the underlying arguments.
	Put together a debate team to discuss the three educational laws provided by the teacher. Your group will debate the laws constitutionality. Write a brief explanation of your decision for each law. Is it constitutional? Why? Why not?
	Write/design/create a brochure for eight grade students about the process of the law. What happens from the time you are arrested until you go to court?
	Choose three laws in the United States. Research penalties for each law in the United States and at least one other Country. Write a brief description for each country’s penalty.
	

	1
	Examine the examples of law cartoons provided by the teacher. Identify the law that each cartoon is referring to. 
	Examine the examples of law cartoons provided by the teacher. Explain how each cartoon reflects the constitution.
	You have been asked to teach eight graders about the constitution. Design an activity that will help them understand their legal rights.
	Draw your own cartoon that depicts another constitutional right.
	


· Assessment Design – You may choose to use the following templates:  Task Rotation, Comprehensive Menu (above), or Culminating Assessment
Culminating Assessment
	Content Standard
(Mastery):
Text
	
	Context (Interpersonal):
Text

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Thinking Frame
(Understanding):
Text
	
	Product (Self-Expressive):
Text

	
	
	


Scoring Guide/Criteria
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


· Assessment Design – You may choose to use the following templates:  Task Rotation, Comprehensive Menu or Culminating Assessment (above)
	Establish the Lesson/Unit Blueprint

	
	Foyer
	

	
	Introduction

Connection to Prior Knowledge

How will I introduce the Lesson/Unit?

Hook:  

Create Student Interest

Access & Assess Prior Knowledge

Clarify Learning Goals & Objectives

Bridge:  
	

	Workroom
	Library
	Porch

	Practice & Extension

How will the new knowledge and skills be reinforced and extended?  

Lesson  

Lesson  

Lesson  
	Knowledge Acquisition

How will the new learning be presented?
Resources

Tools & Strategies

Activities

Lesson   

Lesson  

Lesson  
	Reflection

How will students process and internalize and reflect upon the new learning?

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

	
	
	

	
	Kitchen
	

	
	Application of Knowledge & Skills

How will students demonstrate their mastery and understanding of the content, processes, habits and attitudes?
What types of assessment will be used?
	


Align Assessment Task to Essential Questions
	Essential Question
	Assessment
	Hidden Skills/Attitudes

	
	
	


Sequence of Learning Activities
	Standards
	Lesson Title
	Strategy/Tool
	Product
	Learning Styles
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