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	Man and His Symbols
· What are some symbols that are important to us?

· Where do symbols come from?

· What is the story behind a symbol? 
  Ann M. Bertrand,  South Green Elementary, Glasgow, KY 
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Thoughtful Education




	Identify Your Purposes

	


	Vocabulary 
Historical Perspective

Historical Significance

Symbol

Monument

Landmark

Patriotic

Freedom

Liberty

National Treasure

National Anthem



	State Learning Goals


Kentucky Learning Goals

 Students need to think in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns and events, and how individuals and societies have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States and the World.
Academic Expectations

2.20 Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to develop historical perspective. 
SS-EP-5.2.1

Students will identify significant patriotic and historical songs, symbols, monuments/landmarks (e.g. specifically: The Star-Spangled Banner, the Statue of Liberty. American Flag, Liberty Bell, eagle,) and patriotic holidays (specific e.g  Fourth of July, Flag Day, Veterans’ Day etc.) and explain their historical significance. 

DOK 2
Knowledge
What do you want students to know?
·  Identify symbols (e.g flag, eagle, Statue of Liberty, Liberty Bell, Star Spangled Banner) and know the story or history behind each.
Attitudes
What habits of mind do you want students to develop?
·   Respect and appreciation for symbols and their historical importance to a people and a culture.
Understanding
What big ideas, concepts, or generalizations do you

want students to understand?
· .Students need to think in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns and events, and how individuals and societies have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States and the World.
Skills
What skills do you want students to develop?
·   investigate the significance of patriotic symbols;
·  compare and contrast;
·  note-making;

·  infer
· communication (e.g. reading, writing, speaking, listening)

·  vocabulary

· summarizing
                                         Essential Questions
· What are some symbols that are important to us?

· Where do symbols come from?

· Do symbols change in their meaning over time?

· What is the story behind a symbol?


	Student Learning Goals

	


Unit Narrative
This unit examines symbols and their meaning to a culture.  Students will explore the many different symbols that may be found in our culture, their meaning, and their importance to the development of our nation and the feelings/emotions they create.
During this unit students will explore different perspectives and grow to appreciate the many different symbols, songs, landmarks, and monuments that tell the story of American history.
______________________________________________________________________________
Critical Vocabulary List
Essential



Important                     Nice to Know
Historical Perspective





Patriotism

Historical Significance





Freedom

Monument







Liberty

Symbol



Flag



National Anthem

Landmark



Statue of Liberty

Star Spangle Banner

Liberty Bell

American Eagle

______________________________________________________________________________
Student Learning Goals

As a result of this unit I will…
· Know important symbols to my county and the story behind the symbol.

· Investigate the significance of symbols.

· Identify different symbols and their story or meaning.

· Develop an appreciation and respect for national symbols and come to know their importance to our nation’s story.

· Create a symbol that best represents our school and its history.

____________________________________________________________________
Student Personal Learning Goals
My personal learning goals for this unit of study, during this unit I will…

______________________________________________________________________________
	Determine Your Assessments


Task Rotation                           
Grade 2-3

Social Studies

The Hook
As an American we read lots of books about our past.  We listen to lots of stories that people tell us about the past.  We watch lots of movies that show us what the past was like.  But, did you ever stop to think that history is all around us and its stories are told just in a picture, a symbol a piece of cloth, or can be found in the words of a song.  

In this task rotation you must select TWO tasks to complete.  One from the top (Mastery or Interpersonal) and one  from the bottom (Understanding or Self Expressive).
	Mastery Task
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Peer Practice :  Riddle Solving

Work with a partner, select a symbol riddle.  Read the riddle to your partner, see if your partner can guess what national symbol you are describing.

Write your own riddle around a symbol that is important to your country.  Give clear clues about what its historical meaning, its purpose, where it came from, and its importance.
	Interpersonal Task

Get Your Priorities Straight

Think about these symbols which we have studied:  American Flag, Statue of Liberty, Liberty Bell, American Eagle, Star Spangle Banner.

Create a rank order ladder with the symbol that has the most meaning to you at the top.  Explain your ranking telling why the symbol you chose as the top is the most important. 

	Understanding Task
Symbols and Their Meaning
Choose two symbols or important landmarks that are important to Americans.  Compare these two symbols using the following criteria:

· description

· historical significance

· story behind it
· change over time

· feelings they create

Write a paragraph about what you have learned about the similarities and differences of our symbols. How have they changed?  How have they remained the same?
	Self-Expressive Task

Your Turn to Design

Create and design a symbol that would best represent the story and history behind our school.  Write a letter or prepare a speech to present to your school council.  In the letter or speech be sure you give at least three good reasons for selecting your symbol.


.

	Establish the Lesson/Unit Blueprint

	
	Foyer
	

	
	Introduction

Connection to Prior Knowledge

How will I introduce the Lesson/Unit?

Hook:  

Introducing different symbols, icons, signs, landmarks and see if the students can read them.

Bridge:

While we read words and make meaning from those words, symbols also can be read much like a story.  Today we are going to begin a unit that will focus on the different types of symbols all around us, their meaning, and their importance to our history.
	

	Workroom
	Library
	Porch

	Practice & Extension

How will the new knowledge and skills be reinforced and extended?  

Graphic Organizers

    Top Hat

Practice Worksheets

Peer Practice

Jigsaw: Four Way Reporting

Charades
Jeopardy

 
	Knowledge Acquisition
How will the new learning be presented?
Resources:  
· The Flag We Love by Pam Ryan
· Pledge of Allegiance (Scholastic, Inc.)
· Weekly Reader Poster of Symbols
· American History for Children video series “US Songs and Poems”
· Social Studies Text,  Harcourt Brace, Grade 2 edition
· The Flag of the United States by Dennis B. Fradin

· The Story of the Liberty Bell by Natalie Miller

· The Story of the Statue of Liberty by Betsy and Giulio Maestro

Tools & Strategies
· Compare and Contrast Strategy
· Association Triangle

· Give One Get One

· Inductive Learning

· Split Screen Notes
· Window Notes
· Rank Order Ladder
   
	Reflection

How will students process and internalize and reflect upon the new learning?

1-2-3-4

4-2-1

Exit Slips

Reflective Writing (Write to Learn)


	
	
	

	
	Kitchen
	

	
	Application of Knowledge & Skills

How will students demonstrate their mastery and understanding of the content, processes, habits and attitudes?
Task Rotation
Group Discussions/Summaries

Write to Learn

Unit Quiz (multiple choice/matching/ open response)


	


Align Assessment Task to Essential Questions
	Essential Question
	Assessment
	Hidden Skills/Attitudes

	· What are some symbols that are important to us?

· Where do symbols come from?

· Do symbols change in their meaning over time?

· What is the story behind a symbol?

	Task Rotation

Open Response

Writing to Learn

Peer Practice

Task Rotation

Graphic Organizer

Note-making

Explanations

Task Rotation

Compare/Contrast

Summary

Four Way Reporting

Task Rotation

Charades

Jeopardy


	· respect and appreciation for symbols and their historical importance to a people and a culture;
·  investigate the significance of patriotic symbols;
·  infer
·  note-making;

· communication (e.g. reading, writing, speaking, listening)

vocabulary
· compare and contrast;
· notemaking
· vocabulary
· summarizing
· communication (speaking, writing, reading,listening)


Sequence of Learning Activities
	Academic Expectations

2.21 Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to develop historical perspective. 


	Standards
	Lesson Title
	Strategy/Tool
	Product
	Learning Styles

	SS-EP-5.2.1

Identify symbols (e.g flag, eagle, Statue of Liberty, Liberty Bell, Star Spangled Banner) and know the story or history behind each.
	Guess My Rule
	Concept Attainment
	Three examples of national symbols.

Three Way Tie
	ST   FORMCHECKBOX 

NT   FORMCHECKBOX 


	SS-EP-5.2.1
	Flags of Our Country
	Split Screen Notes

	Notes

Partner Summary
	ST

  

	SS-EP-5.2.1


	Flags of Our Country

Part II
	Compare and Contrast
	Graphic Organizers

Conclusions

Write to Learn

Look at the flag of the past and our present day flag.  What is the story the changes in our flag of today tells about the growth of our nation?
	ST SF
NT



	SS-EP-5.2.1
	Symbols, Symbols Everywhere
	Inductive Learning Strategy
Vocabulary Notebook
	Classification System

& Explanation

Notebooks
	ST   FORMCHECKBOX 

NT   FORMCHECKBOX 


	SS-EP-5.2.1
	Symbols and Their Meanings
	Four Way Reporting

Liberty Bell

Statue of Liberty

American Flag

American Eagle
	Notes
Group Summaries
	ST SF 

	SS-EP-5.2.1


	History in Song
	Do You Hear What I Hear?

Using the Star Spangle Banner
	Bar Graph, 

Our Favorite Version

of the Bannner

One Sentence Summary
	ST SF
  

	SS-EP-5.2.1


	History in Song
	Window Notes


	Notes
CD Cover
	ST

      NF

	SS-EP-5.2.1


	Showing What You Know
	Task Rotation
	Student Choice of Two

Tasks
	All Styles


Lesson 1:  Concept Attainment
1 day
Teacher will display pictures of various landmarks, symbols (local, state, or national), and signs (such as McDonald’s golden arches, traffic signs, etc.)
Students will be asked if they can identify the various pictures and explain what they are, or the meaning behind them.

Teacher leads a discussion of how there are symbols all around us that have special meaning and informs the class that they will begin a unit of study about these symbols.

Lesson 2:  the United States Flag

Teacher reads the book (The Flag of the United States) to students (or student peer reading may be used).

Students will use the tool of “Etch-a-Sketch” (ToolBook p. 60) or Note-making with Dual-Coding to interpret/synthesize the information/ideas presented to them and to enhance their memory.

Note:  The Flag We Love  and The Pledge of Allegiance may be used to supplement this lesson.

Lesson 3:  the Statue of Liberty
Teacher reads the book (The Story of the Statue of Liberty) to the class.  The tool “1.2.3.4.” (Toolbook p.112) will be used afterwards to encourage students to actively reflect upon the information presented in the book.

Lesson 4 :  the Liberty Bell 

The book (The Story of the Liberty Bell) will be read by the teacher to the students.  The tool “1.2.3.4.” can be used by the students to reflect on the information from the book.

Lesson 5:  the Bald Eagle

The Weekly Reader poster will be displayed (it includes a picture of the bald eagle as well as other symbols of the U.S.)   Teacher orally presents facts and information about the eagle to the students.  

Students will use the “etch-a-sketch”  strategy (Toolbook p. 60) 

Lesson 6:  the “Star-Spangled Banner”

After teacher presents orally some information about our National Anthem, students will listen to recordings of the “Star-Spangled Banner” and/or watch video.  Class will construct a bar graph showing the class’s favorite version of the song.
Students can then be asked to design a CD cover for the National Anthem.

Various lessons for practice and extension to be used anytime after the first 5 lessons:

“Charades”  -    the class will play Charades whereby students will take turns “acting out” various symbols without talking.  The other students will guess what symbol they represent.

Vocabulary association triangle -  given 3 vocabulary words from the unit, students will give brief, written explanations as to how each word is related to each other.

Compare/Contrast  -  Use a graphic organizer such as “Top Hat”, ask students to compare and contrast 2 symbols (student chosen or teacher chosen)

Vocabulary notebook -  students may keep a vocabulary notebook throughout the unit.  Each entry would include the written word, student’s illustration of the word, and the student’s own definition or sentence containing the word.
Jeopardy  -  (Toolbook p. 158)  - play jeopardy to review concepts presented in the unit.
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