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Statement of Purpose
	Kentucky Curriculum:  Academic Expectations, Program of Studies, Core Content

	PROGRAM OF STUDIES - UNDERSTANDINGS

EL-11-RRT-U-1

Students will understand that making connections involves thinking beyond the text and applying the text to a variety of situations. Connections may be expressed as comparisons, analogies, inferences, or the synthesis of ideas.

EL-11-RRT-U-2

Students will understand that references from texts provide evidence of applying ideas and making text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections.

EL-11-RRT-U-3

Students will understand that reading a wide range of literature by different authors, and from many time periods, cultures, and genres, builds an understanding of the extent of human experience.
PROGRAM OF STUDIES – SKILLS
EL-11-RRT-S-3

Students will use evidence from text(s) to formulate and justify opinions about what is read or viewed:
a. relate texts to prior knowledge, personal experiences, other texts or ideas

b. provide text references/evidence to support connections (text-to-self, text-to-text, or text-to-world)
EL-11-RRT-S-4

Students will read a wide range of texts, including texts by the same author, about the same subject or theme, from the same genre, and from different cultures and time periods, in order to respond and make connections (text-to-self, text-to-text, text-to-world)

CORE CONTENT FOR ASSESSMENT

RD-11-4.0.2 & RD-12-4.0.2

Students will use evidence from a passage to formulate opinions in response to a reading passage.
RD-11-4.0.1 & RD-12-4.0.1

Students will analyze the content or make connections as it applies to students’ lives (text-to-self), real-world issues (text-to-world) or other texts (text-to-text).



	At the end of the unit, students should KNOW these things:
	At the end of the unit, students should have developed these ATTITUDES or HABITS:

	· The beginning and concepts of Transcendentalism and Anti-transcendentalism
· The Fireside Poets and what kind of literature they wrote

· The Dark Romantics and how  they relate to Transcendentalism, Anti-transcendentalism, and the Fireside Poets

	· Appreciate how literature connects to their lives and to their world

	At the end of the unit, students should UNDERSTAND these things:
	At the end of the unit, students should have developed these SKILLS:

	· How literature written even hundreds of years ago can still connect to our lives and our culture today
· Literature connects to the time period in which is was written or to the experiences of the author’s life

	· Apply the concepts/ideas of the literature we have studied in poem form to their own lives
· Collect and organize ideas through notemaking

· Write clear, well-formed coherent explanations 

· Make sense of academic vocabulary


	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS that will frame their learning:

	1. How can literature written years before our birth still relate to us and our world?
2. Within a time period, how can the big idea of one genre relate to the big idea in another genre?



Culminating Assessment
	ASSESSMENT – Can you write a “voice-filled” poem?

	We have spent the last several days studying writers of the 1800s.  At the beginning of the unit, many of you thought that literature written hundreds of years ago didn’t have an impact on your life today.  But as we began to study the writers in New England in the 1800s, we began to see a correlation between their lives and ideas and our lives and ideas today.
Your goal today is to take a hard look at the four types of writers and literature we have studied – Transcendentalism, Anti-transcendentalism, Dark Romantics,  and Fireside Poets.  Choose the one that most relates to your own life, thoughts, and circumstances.  
Write a poem that conveys your own circumstances, thoughts, etc., while at the same time staying within the ideas of the poem genre.  We will use the skirt method for length, and you should observe the conventions of poetry writing.  




	
	Poetry Rubric

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	VOICE

(Does your poem convey thoughts and ideas from YOUR world?)
	Writer’s voice is clearly apparent.  
	Writer’s voice is emerging and evident.
	Writer is struggling with voice.
	Writer shows little or no evidence of voice.

	FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

(Simile, metaphor, personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia, etc.)
	Poetic devices are used with flair.
	Poetic devices  are used correctly.
	Poetic devices are attempted.
	Poetic devices are not attempted.

	POETRY FORM

(formatting, lining, rhyme, rhythm, etc.)
	Using an exceptional logical and effective organizational strategy
	Uses an adequate logical and effective organizational strategy.
	Attempts to use a logical and effective organizational strategy.
	Uses an inadequate organizational strategy.

	CONVENTIONS OF WRITING

(Spelling, grammar usage, punctuation, capitalization, etc.)
	Text contains only a minimal amount of errors that do not interfere. 
	Text contains only a minimal amount of errors that begin to interfere.
	Text contains several errors.
	Text contains numerous errors.


Vocabulary
	Mapping the Vocabulary for the unit.


	Essential Vocabulary
· Classicism
· Romanticism

· Transcendentalism

· Anti-transcendentalism

· Dark Romantics

· Fireside Poets

· Intuition

· Oversoul

· Man-thinking

· Mere-thinking

· Parrot of others’ thinking

· Conformist

· Noncomformist

· Paradox

· Lyceum

Literary Vocabulary
· Apostrophe
· Personification

· Idyll

· Allusion

· Sonnet

· Italian Sonnet

· Shakespearean Sonnet


	Connect
	X     Word Walls
· Power Decoding

· Word Spiders

· Associations

· See It, Say It, Show It

X     Glossary

· Concept Attainment

· Multiple Meanings

· Word Catcher
X     Vocabulary Notebook

	
	Organize
	· Prioritizing Vocabulary
· Key Vocabulary Concept Map

X      Categorizing

· Concept Maps

· Fist List

· Word Banks

· Group and Label

· Three Way Tie

· Diagram to Die For

· Vocabulary Notebooks

· Other____________

	
	Deep Process
	X     Visualizing Vocabulary
· Multi-Sensory Processing

· Storytelling

· Metaphors

· Defining Characteristics

· Etymologies

· Cinquains

· Compare and Contrast

· Crazy Connections

· Other______________

	
	Exercise           and Elaborate
	· Vocabulary Games

X      Write to Learn

· Team Game Tournaments

· Vocabulary Carousel

X      Effective Practice

· Three’s a Crowd

X      Peer Practice

· Boggle

· Para-Writing

· Other______________________




Unit Blueprint

	
	FOYER
	

	
	HOOK: 
Is it possible that literature written 400 years ago can relate to your life today?

(SEE APPENDIX # 1FOR TASK ROTATION)

BRIDGE:

After finishing the task rotation and students discussing it with partners, we will have a class discussion.

	

	WORKROOM
	LIBRARY
	PORCH

	1. American Romanticism cooperative learning study guide
(see appendix #2)

2. Vocabulary

3. Ralph Waldo Emerson

4. Henry David Thoreau

5. Herman Melville

6. Fireside Poets
	Materials needed:
1. American Romanticism packet

2. Notebook for journaling, notes, and vocabulary

3. Various handouts

4. Holt Elements of  Literature textbook

Kinds of learning:

1. Task rotation

2. Study guide

3. Group and class discussion

4. Lecture

5. Reading for Meaning (App. #4)
6. Visual Organizer

7. Journaling

8. ORQ

9. Poetry Writing

10.Reflective Writing            
	At the end of the unit, students will reflect back to how they thought Puritan writing and Revolutionary writing affected their lives.  
They will then do a reflection piece on what they gleaned from one of the American Romantic writers and how his writing affects their lives now.

	
	KITCHEN
	

	
	1. Group strategies
2. Journaling

3. Discussion

4. Review

5. Test (App. #3)
6. Culminating Poem

7. Reflection (App. #6)
	


Lesson Sequence – 2 weeks
	Purpose
	Content
	Strategy
	Product
	Learning Style

	To help students reflect on prior knowledge and analyze how literature from the past affects our lives
	Hook – Puritan writings and writings of the Rev. period
	Task Rotation

Think, Pair, Share

Hook and Bridge
	Task Rotation


	M

I

U

S



	Apply thinking beyond  the text (U1) and promoting 

positive cooperative learning
	Background to American Romanticism
	Pick ‘em at Random

Quest

Writing to Learn
	Study Guide


	M

I



	Apply literary ideas 

text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world (U2, S3, S4)

Formulate opinions based on text. (S3)
	Ralph Waldo Emerson
	Reading for Meaning
Anticipation Guide
Reflection/Kindling
Agree/Disagree
	R for M organizer

Visual organizer

Journal Entry
	U



	Formulate opinions based on text (S3)

Show that reading a wide variety of literature, authors, and time periods build an understanding of the human experience (U3)

Show text-to text and text-to-world connections (S3)
	Henry David Thoreau
	Reading for Meaning
Compare/Contrast

Writing to Learn
	Study guide
Journal entry


	U


	Show that reading a wide variety of literature, authors, and time periods build an understanding of the human experience (U3)

Read a variety of texts to respond and make connections (S4)
	Herman Melville
	Compare/Contrast
Visual Organizer
	ORQ

	U


	Apply thinking beyond  the text (U1)
Show text-to text and text-to-world connections (S3)

	The Fireside Poets

	Vocabulary‘s Code
Assessment Menu
	Journal entries
Chart, poster, journal entry, poem
	M
I
U
S


	To allow review in a fun manner
Objective Test over material
	Unit Review and Test

	Boggle
	Boggle worksheet
	M
I


	Assessment – Poem
	Culminating Assessment
	Writing
	Poem


	U

S



	Reflection
	Applying to real life

	Writing to Learn
	Auto-biograpical
Paper
	M
I
U
S



Designer:
Debbie Bushart

School: Marshall County High School






District:  Marshall County
APPENDIX #1 - HOOK
	A. What were the KEY ideas of writings of the Puritan time period?

B. What were the KEY ideas of the Revolutionary time period?
	A. Which of the 2 time periods’ writing do you like best and why?

B. Give 5 reasons of how that period relates to your life today.

	A. If Puritanism is like ________, then The Revolutionary Period is like ___________.

B. Why?


	A. Illustrate how you think the writings of these 2 time periods relate to the world of the 21st century.
B. (You will have two drawings – one for each time period.)


APPENDIX #2 – STUDY GUIDE

American Romanticism 1800-1860

Pages 162-173

I.  Read pages 162-169 and collect data about the following question:

1.  What were the values of the Romantics, and how did these values affect the American imagination?

II.  Read pages 170-172 and collect data about the following questions:
2.  Why do you think the Fireside Poets were very famous in America but had limited success outside the country?

3.  Who were the Transcendentalists, and how do their beliefs still influence the American life today?

III.  Read pages 172-173 and collect data about the following question:

4.  Who were the writers who saw a darker side of human life and how do they compare to the Transcendentalists?

IV.  Write down notes from the class discussion about Transcendentalism and Anti-Transcendentalism.

Ralph Waldo Emerson background
Pages 203-204

At age 21, Emerson said this of himself:  “My bearing in the world is the direct opposite of that good humoured independence and self esteem which should mark the gentleman.  I am ill at ease among men.  I criticize with harshness and applaud lavishly.  I weakly argue.  What is called a Warm Heart, I have not.”

Read pages 203-204 and explain why Emerson said this about himself.

Emerson’s Readings, Famous Quotes, and Ideas

A.  Read these statements from NATURE and explain what you think Emerson means.

1.  Man can own the land but not the landscape.

2.  (This is a paradox.)  I am not solitary while I read and write, though nobody is with me.  But if a man would be alone, let him look at the stars.

3.    In the woods a man casts off his years and at what period soever of life, is always a child.  In the woods is perpetual youth.

4.  In the woods we return to reason and faith.  There I feel nothing can befall me in life – no disgrace, no calamity, which nature cannot repair.

B.   What do you think is the overall message Emerson is trying to get across in Nature?
C.  After reading American Scholar (handout), explain what you think the underlined quotes from the essay mean.

D.   What do you think is the overall message Emerson is trying to get across to the Harvard Phi Beta Kappa graduates in American Scholar?

E.  Do the “Reading for Meaning” worksheet over The American Scholar.  Be ready to defend your answers.

F.  After reading Self-Reliance, pages 209-210, tell what you think Emerson means in these excerpts:

1.  There is a time in every man’s education when he arrives at the conviction that envy is ignorance, that imitation is suicide, and that he must take himself for better or worse as his portion.

2.  Society everywhere is in conspiracy against the manhood of every one of its members.

3.  Whoso would be a man must be a nonconformist.  A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds.  With consistency a great soul has simply nothing to do.

4.  To be great is to be misunderstood.

G.  After reading Self-Reliance, pages 209-210, tell whether you believe these passages from the Bible relate to Emerson’s concept of man and why.

1.  Luke 14:26 – “If any man come to me and hate not his father and mother and wife and children and brethren and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.”
2.  Romans 12:2 – “And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

H.  Would Emerson Agree (A) or Disagree (D) with the following statements?

_____1.  Be yourself, not an imitator of another.

_____2.  What I must do is all that concerns me, not what the people think.

_____3.  Man should act as society dictates.

_____4.  Nothing is sacred except the integrity of your own mind.

_____5.  Evil abounds in society.

_____6.  I like the silent church before the service begins better than the preaching.

_____7.  Self is superior to society.

_____8.  True beauty comes from within.

_____9. The human spirit is reflected in nature.

_____10. The reward of a thing well done is to have done it.

Henry David Thoreau background

Pages 213-214

A.  Thoreau was Emerson’s #1 follower.  Read his background and show how Thoreau put Emerson’s philosophy into practice.

B.  Skim “from Economy” and answer these questions.

1.  How long did Thoreau live at Walden’s pond?

2.  How much did he pay for the shanty?

3.  What did he spend in all on his living quarters?

4.  What did he plant?

5.  How much did he make off his adventure?

B.  Skim “Where I Lived…” and answer these questions.

6.  Why exactly did he go to the woods?

7.  What does he say about simplifying life?

C.  Skim “Solitude” and answer this question.

8.  Explain what he thinks about solitude, physical distance, and loneliness.

D.  Skim “The Bean Field” and answer this question.

9.  How did he personify the beans?

E.  Skim “Brute Neighbors” and answer these questions.

10. Tell about the battle between the red ants and the black ants.

11.  Tell about his adventure with the loon.

F.  Skim “Conclusion” and answer these questions.

12. Why did he leave the woods?

13. What did he learn from his experience?

G.  What does Thoreau mean by these quotes?

1.  “If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be lost.  That is where they should be.  Now put the foundations under them.”

2.  (One of Mrs. Bushart’s favorites!!)  “If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer.  Let him step to the music which he hears, however measured or far away.”

H.  You will read “Resistance to Civil Government” introduction, page 234.  

1.  Explain why he wrote this piece.

2.  Explain what a PARADOX is.

I.  Find these quotes in the essay (pages 236-240) and explain what you think Thoreau means by them.  (You may have to read above and below the quote to get the full meaning.)

1..  p. 236 1st col. - “That government is best which governs least….That government is best which governs not at all.”

2.  p. 236 2nd col. – “Yet this government never of itself furthered any enterprise, but by the alacrity with which it got out of its way.  IT does not keep the country free.  IT does not settle the West.  IT does not educate.  The character of the American people has done all that has been accomplished.  And it would have done somewhat more, if the government had not sometimes got in its way.”

3.  p. 237 1st col. – “I ask for, not at once no government, but AT ONCE a better government.  Let every man make known what kind of government would command his respect, and that will be one step toward obtaining it.”

4.  p. 237 2nd col. – “I meet this American government , or its representative the State government, directly and fact to face once a year, no more, in the person of its tax gatherer.”

5.  PARADOX p. 238 2nd col. – (in jail), “I saw that if there was a wall of stone between me and my townsmen, there was a still more difficult one to climb or break through before they could get to be as free as I was.”

6.  p. 240, 2nd col. – “There will never be a really free and enlightened State until the State comes to recognize the individual as a higher and independent power from which all its own power and authority are derived and treats him accordingly.” 

J.  Many famous men have based their philosophies about government on Thoreau’s “Civil Disobedience” essay that you just read.  Two of those men are Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr.  Read their accounts and answer these questions:

Gandhi – page 243-244.
1.  Explain the 2 ways of countering injustice.

2.  Explain his quote, “Pride makes a victorious nation bad-tempered.”

3.  What is your opinion of satyagraha?

4.  When does the government quit being the government?

5.  What laws will they not obey?

Martin Luther King, Jr. (pages 245-246

1.  What is civil disobedience?

2.  What does he see as the 2 kinds of laws?

3.  What do these 2 kinds of laws mean?

4.  Why does he think the legislature was not democratically elected?

5.  How does he think we should break a law?

6.  What does that mean?

7. How do YOU feel about breaking laws?

K. COMPARE/CONTRAST


Based on your reading, which of these men do you believe thinks MORE LIKE Thoreau.  Use a visual compare/contrast organizer and give your reasons WHY you believe the way you do.
Herman Melville

L.  Mrs. Bushart will give you notes on Melville’s background.

M.  Read the synopsis the Moby Dick and answer the questions.

N. What reasons could you give for this being a piece of DARK ROMANTICISM?

O. ORQ

1) Compare Melville’s writings to the writings of Hawthorne and Poe.  Use a visual organizer and draw conclusions.

2) Contrast Melville’s writing to the writing of Emerson.  Use a visual organizer and draw conclusions.

The Fireside Poets

· Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, John Greenleaf Whittier, 

· Oliver Wendell Holmes, James Russell Lowell

P.  Mrs. Bushart will give you vocabulary words to look up for these writers.

Q.  Fireside Poets Assessment Menu

	
	MASTERY
	UNDERSTANDING
	SELF-EXPRESSIVE
	INTERPERSONAL

	1
	Read the backgrounds of the 4 writers.  Write down the basic information including family backgrounds, education, writing career, important works, etc.
	Read:

1.  The Tide Rises, the Tide Falls (p. 196)

2.  The Cross of Snow (p. 198)

2.  Snowbound (look up)

3.  Old Ironsides (look up) 

4. The Chambered Nautilus (p. 309-310)

5.  The Courtin’ (look up)

Explain the meaning of each poem.
	“The Cross of Snow” is a sonnet.    Explain what  Petrarchan sonnets and Shakespearean sonnets are.  (202 and 1395)How would it have changed the poem if it had been Shakespearean instead of Petrarchan?
	Rank order the poems in the order of how well you liked/disliked them.  Give reasons as to why you put them in that order.

	2
	Read the backgrounds of the 4 writers.  Make a chart showing their family backgrounds, education, writing career, important works, etc.
	Read:

1.  The Tide Rises, the Tide Falls (p. 196)

2.  The Cross of Snow (p. 198)

2.  Snowbound (look up)

3.  Old Ironsides (look up)

4. The Chambered Nautilus (p. 309-310)

5.  The Courtin’ (look up)

Explain what the author wants you to learn from each poem.
	How would it have changed the “The Courtin’”  if  it had been written as a sonnet?
	Which of the poems bothered you the most?  Why?  Was it the content?  Was it the way it was written?  Write an indepth paragraph about why you had trouble with this poem.

	3
	Read the background of the 4 writers.  Make a poster showing their family backgrounds, education, writing career, important works, etc.
	Read:

1.  The Tide Rises, the Tide Falls (p. 196)

2.  The Cross of Snow (p. 198)

2.  Snowbound (look up)

3.  Old Ironsides (look up)

4. The Chambered Nautilus (p. 309-310)

5.  The Courtin’ (look up)

Explain how the use of the key vocabulary words help the poet get his point across.
	Write your own sonnet.  If may be either Petrarchan or Shakespearean.
	Take the same theme or idea of one of the poems and write an original poem on the same theme or idea.


(Appendix #3)




____________________________

 “The Flowering of New England” test

A. Match each of these authors with the following items.  You may use them as many times as needed.

A. Ralph Waldo Emerson


AB. John Greenleaf Whittier

B. Henry David Thoreau


AC. Oliver Wendell Holmes

C. Nathaniel Hawthorne


AD.  James Russell Lowell

D. Herman Melville





E. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

_____1.  Wrote Scarlet Letter
_____2.  Wrote Snowbound
_____3.  Descendent of Anne Bradstreet

_____4.  Lived on a pond by himself

_____5.  Wrote Moby Dick
_____6.  Wrote The American Scholar

_____7.  Wrote Walden

_____8.  Mother ran a boarding house and his “follower” worked for them

_____9. Follower of Emerson

_____10. Wrote Paul Revere’s Ride; Evangeline, Song of Hiawatha
_____11. Wrote The Courtin’

_____12. Witnessed ants fighting

_____13. Was a Unitarian minister

_____14. Primary person behind the transcendentalist theory

_____15. Was a Quaker abolitionist

_____16. Was the “poor” Fireside poet

_____17.  Wrote “Nature”

_____18. Wrote The Biglow papers

_____19. Wrote Self Reliance
_____20. Wrote “The Chambered Nautilus”

_____21. Wrote Typee
_____22. Wrote “The Tide Rises, the Tide Falls”
_____23. Has a bust in Westminster Abbey

_____24. Wrote Old Ironsides

_____25. Built a house costing only about $28.

_____26. Wrote using dialect

_____27. Wrote “Civil Disobedience”

_____28. Was a medical doctor

_____29. Poet laureate

_____30. Lived with cannibals for a while

B. True (+) or False (0)

_____31. Nathaniel Hawthorne was a transcendentalist.

_____32.The Petrarchan sonnet has an octave that poses a problem and a sestet that 


offers a solution.

_____33. Both Hawthorne and Thoreau were recluses at some point in their lives..

_____34. R.W. Emerson spent a night in jail because he wouldn’t pay his poll tax.

_____35. Transcendentalism was started in New York City.

_____36. Oliver Wendell Holmes’ penname was Hosea Biglow.

_____37. Melville dedicated his novel, Moby Dick, to Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.

_____38. The predictions made in Moby Dick did not come true.
_____39. Transcendentalism is a Hindu religion.

_____40. Emerson believed that we should conform to society’s modes.

_____41. The money from the poll taxes in this time were partially to pay for the 



Mexican War.

_____42. Old Ironsides was written about the United State’s Constitution.

_____43. In Old Ironsides, Holmes said the ship should be sent to a watery grave.

_____44. Holmes and Hawthorne were the founding members of the Fireside Poets.

_____45. Oliver Wendell Holmes was a recluse.

_____46. Captain Ahab is the narrator of the novel Moby Dick.

_____47. Thoreau wanted all people to get to know themselves by living alone in nature.

_____48. Old Ironside was indeed sent to it’s “watery grave.”

_____49. Thoreau stressed quantity over quality.

_____50. Gandhi and ML King Jr. got their ideas for peaceful resistance from 


Emerson's "Self-Reliance."

_____51. The name of the ship in Moby Dick is the Pharisee.

C. Short Answer

____________________52. What term means talking to someone or something that is





not present?

____________________53. What literary device is being used in the line, “The little 




waves, with their soft white hands, efface the footprints





in the sand”?

____________________54. What is this defining?  “A simple, pastoral, rural scene”

____________________55. What is it called when a piece of literature refers to another





piece of literature, a work of art, or something in history?

____________________56.  Which writer tells us that we march to the beat of a different 



drummer?

____________________57. What is this defining?  A 14 line poem usually written in 





iambic pentameter.

____________________58. What is another name for the Petrarchan sonnet?

____________________59.  What literary device is used in this line?  “The great throat





of the chimney laughed.”

____________________60. When Holmes referred to the Harpies, what literary device is 





that an example of?

____________________61. How did Captain Ahab lose his leg?

____________________62. “The American Scholar” was written for what group of 





people at Harvard?

____________________63. What were the lectures of that time called that pushed 





social reforms?

(APPENDIX #4)

From The American Scholar

by Ralph Waldo Emerson

“Reading for Meaning”
Ralph Waldo Emerson was a very influential man in America in the 1800’s.  This writing, “The American Scholar,” was actually part of a speech he gave to the Phi Beta Kappa Society of Harvard.  (This group is the brightest, best scholars.)

This speech isn’t easy to understand, BUT it has lots of interesting, deep, insightful ideas in it.  Please read it carefully and be ready to discuss it.

DIRECTIONS:  Read the questions listed below before you read the speech.  Then read the piece and fill out the charts below each question.  (You will be trying to find information that supports the idea and information that refutes the idea.)

1.  Emerson believed that scholars and nature cannot exist without one another.

SUPPORT








REFUTE

2.  The scholar has a responsibility to the rest of society.

SUPPORT








REFUTE

3.  Emerson believed that society has a positive effect on each of its individual members.

SUPPORT








REFUTE

4.  Emerson believed that society in Europe was more advanced than society of America.

SUPPORT








REFUTE

(APPENDIX #5)

Excerpts from “The American Scholar”

In this distribution of functions, the scholar is the delegated intellect. In the right state, he is, Man Thinking. In the degenerate state, when the victim of society, he tends to become a mere thinker, or, still worse, the parrot of other men's thinking. 

Is not, indeed, every man a student, and do not all things exist for the student's behoof? And, finally, is not the true scholar the only true master? But the old oracle said, `All things have two handles: beware of the wrong one.' 

II. The next great influence into the spirit of the scholar, is, the mind of the Past,--in whatever form, whether of literature, of art, of institutions, that mind is inscribed. Books are the best type of the influence of the past, and perhaps we shall get at the truth,--learn the amount of this influence more conveniently,--by considering their value alone. 

Each age, it is found, must write its own books; or rather, each generation for the next succeeding. The books of an older period will not fit this. 

Yet hence arises a grave mischief. The sacredness which attaches to the act of creation,--the act of thought,--is transferred to the record….  Colleges are built on it. Books are written on it by thinkers, not by Man Thinking; by men of talent, that is, who start wrong, who set out from accepted dogmas, not from their own sight of principles. Meek young men grow up in libraries, believing it their duty to accept the views, which Cicero, which Locke, which Bacon, have given, forgetful that Cicero, Locke, and Bacon were only young men in libraries, when they wrote these books. 

Hence, instead of Man Thinking, we have the bookworm. Hence, the book-learned class, who value books, as such; not as related to nature and the human constitution. 

Books are the best of things, well used; abused, among the worst. What is the right use? What is the one end, which all means go to effect? They are for nothing but to inspire. I had better never see a book, than to be warped by its attraction clean out of my own orbit, and made a satellite instead of a system. The one thing in the world, of value, is the active soul. This every man is entitled to; this every man contains within him, although, in almost all men, obstructed, and as yet unborn. The soul active sees absolute truth; and utters truth, or creates. In this action, it is genius; not the privilege of here and there a favorite, but the sound estate of every man. In its essence, it is progressive. The book, the college, the school of art, the institution of any kind, stop with some past utterance of genius. This is good, say they,--let us hold by this. They pin me down. They look backward and not forward. But genius looks forward: the eyes of man are set in his forehead, not in his hindhead: man hopes: genius creates. Whatever talents may be, if the man create not, the pure efflux of the Deity is not his;--cinders and smoke there may be, but not yet flame. There are creative manners, there are creative actions, and creative words; manners, actions, words, that is, indicative of no custom or authority, but springing spontaneous from the mind's own sense of good and fair. 

Undoubtedly there is a right way of reading, so it be sternly subordinated. Man Thinking must not be subdued by his instruments. Books are for the scholar's idle times. When he can read God directly, the hour is too precious to be wasted in other men's transcripts of their readings. 

I would not be hurried by any love of system, by any exaggeration of instincts, to underrate the Book. We all know, that, as the human body can be nourished on any food, though it were boiled grass and the broth of shoes, so the human mind can be fed by any knowledge. And great and heroic men have existed, who had almost no other information than by the printed page. I only would say, that it needs a strong head to bear that diet. One must be an inventor to read well. 
Of course, there is a portion of reading quite indispensable to a wise man. History and exact science he must learn by laborious reading. Colleges, in like manner, have their indispensable office,--to teach elements. But they can only highly serve us, when they aim not to drill, but to create; when they gather from far every ray of various genius to their hospitable halls, and, by the concentrated fires, set the hearts of their youth on flame. 

(APPENDIX #6)

Emerson’s “I’m a Thinker” Paper


Your assignment is to write an autobiographical paper.  I want to see you as an individual – a “thinking” individual. Remember that Emerson felt a “thinker” learned from nature, books, life, etc.  What from your own life’s experiences have shaped you?  

To start this paper, think of major moments, incidents, individuals, events, scenes, etc. that you think have shaped your thoughts or beliefs or that characterize you as the unique person you are. The experience may be pleasant or unpleasant.  But the main requirement is that it be vivid, memorable, and basic to who you think you are.  

It can’t be just one event; it must be a series of events that influenced your thinking.  Don’t try to tell about EVERY event in your life.  Just tell enough to show how the events shaped you. The event is very important, but more important are the details that convey the feeling or attitude you have about how this changed you or made you who you are today.  

Your paper should start with a hook and a thesis statement/controlling purpose that will introduce your paper and help you to achieve coherence. My paper started like this:

“Little did I know that on October 1, 1957, I was starting a long journey to becoming a butterfly.  It didn’t happen overnight, but I have been a caterpillar, I’ve have had the struggles of a cocoon, and I am developing into one of God’s creatures, a beautiful butterfly.”

