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	Kentucky Curriculum: Big Ideas & Academic Expectations

	Big Idea: Interpreting Text (Reading)

Interpreting text requires readers to extend their initial impressions of the text to develop a more complete understanding of what is read. This involves linking information across parts of a text, as well as focusing on specific information. Texts (including multicultural texts) encompass literary and informational texts (expository, persuasive, and procedural texts and documents). Strategies for interpreting print texts can also be applied to non-print texts (e.g., digital, environmental).

Big Idea: Reflecting and Responding to Text (Reading)

Reflecting and responding to text requires readers to connect knowledge from the text with their own background knowledge and experience. The focus is on how the text relates to personal knowledge.

Big Idea: Demonstrating a Critical Stance (Reading)

Demonstrating a critical stance requires readers to consider the text objectively in order to evaluate its quality and appropriateness. It involves a range of tasks, including critical evaluation, comparing and contrasting, and understanding the impact of features such as irony, humor, and organization. Knowledge of text content and structure is important.

Academic Expectations

1.2
Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

1.3
Students make sense of the various things they observe.

1.4
Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

5.1
Students use critical thinking skills such as analyzing, prioritizing,     

           categorizing, evaluating, and comparing to solve a variety of problems in 
           real-life situations.
Big Idea: Writing Content

To communicate effectively, students should be able to write for a variety of authentic purposes and audiences in a variety of forms, connecting to prior knowledge and the students’ understanding of the content. In their writing, students should be able to create a focused purpose and controlling idea and develop ideas adequately considering the purpose, audience and form.

Big Idea: Writing Structure

To communicate effectively, students should be able to apply knowledge of language and genre structures to organize sentences, paragraphs and whole pieces logically and coherently.
Big Idea: Writing Conventions

To communicate effectively, students should be able to apply knowledge of language conventions and have control over standard grammar and usage. Students should be able to choose precise language appropriate to the purpose.

Big Idea: Writing Process

To communicate effectively, students should engage in the various stages of the writing process including focusing, prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, publishing and reflecting. The writing process is recursive; different writers engage in the process differently and proceed through the stages at different rates.

Academic Expectations

1.11
Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.


	What do you want students to KNOW?
	What ATTITUDES or HABITS will students develop?

	Students will know how to:
· self-select texts based on personal interests
· comprehend the literal meaning of a text

· use text references to analyze author’s theme

· compare concepts/elements of the novel both within and beyond parameters of the novel

· analyze effectiveness of the author’s purpose and theme
· effectively communicate their ideas through writing and/or technology
	Students will demonstrate:

· Thinking and communicating with clarity and precision

· Listening with understanding and empathy

· Creating, imagining, innovating

· Thinking flexibly

· Striving for accuracy

· Questioning and posing problems

· Applying past knowledge to new situations



	What do you want students to UNDERSTAND?

Program of Studies
	What SKILLS will students develop?

Core Content & Depth of Knowledge

	READING
EL-11-IT-U-1

Students will understand that interpretations of text involve linking information across parts of a text and determining importance of the information presented.

EL-11-IT-U-2

Students will understand that references from texts provide evidence to support conclusions, the information presented, or the author’s perspective.

El-11-IT-U-3
Students will understand that authors make intentional choices that are designed to produce a desired effect on the reader.
EL-11-RRT-U-1

Students will understand that making connections involves thinking beyond the text and applying the text to a variety of situations. Connections may be expressed as comparisons, analogies, inferences, or the synthesis of ideas.

EL-11-RRT-U-2

Students will understand that references from texts provide evidence of applying ideas and making text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections.

EL-11-RRT-U-3

Students will understand that reading a wide range of literature by different authors, and from many time periods, cultures, and genres, builds an understanding of the extent of human experience.
EL-11-DCS-U-1

Students will understand that reading is a process that includes applying a variety of strategies to comprehend, interpret, and evaluate texts; showing evidence of responsible and warranted interpretations of text; and examining texts critically.
EL-11-DCS-U-3

Students will understand that determining the usefulness of text for a specific purpose, evaluating language and textual elements, and analyzing the author’s style are all ways to critically examine texts.

WRITING
EL-12-WC-U-2

Students will understand that different forms of writing are appropriate for different purposes and audiences across the content areas and have different features (e.g., journals, on-demand responses, editorials, literary critiques).
EL-9-WC-U-4

Students will understand that writing can be used to make meaning of one’s own experience, as well as of other information/ ideas.
EL-12-WS-U-1

Students will understand that sentences must be complete and clear. Sometimes, unconventional sentence structure is appropriate for an intended effect upon the reader.
EL-12-WS-U-2

Students will understand that different types of structures are appropriate for different purposes, audiences and forms of writing. Texts must be unified and coherent.

EL-12-WS-U-3

Students will understand that structural elements such as context, meaningful order of ideas, transitional elements and conclusions all help make meaning clear for the reader.
EL-12-WV-U-1

Students will understand that writers need to choose their language with care, depending on the content, purpose and audience.

EL-12-WV-U-2

Students will understand that language should be concise and precise. Strong verbs and nouns, concrete details and sensory language help make meaning clear to the reader.

EL-12-WV-U-3

Students will understand that standard grammar and usage are important in making meaning clear to the reader; nonstandard and/or unconventional grammar, mechanics and usage may be used for intended effect.
EL-12-WP-U-1

Students will understand that the writing process is a helpful tool in constructing and demonstrating meaning of content (whether personal expressive, literary, academic or practical) through writing.


	READING
RD-12-3.0.7

Students will analyze or evaluate the use of supporting details as they relate to the author’s message.
RD-12-3.0.6

Students will analyze the relationship between a speaker’s or character’s motivation and behavior in a passage, as revealed by the dilemmas.
RD-12-3.0.1

Students will explain or analyze how a conflict in a passage is resolved.
RD-12-4.0.2

Students will use evidence from a passage to formulate opinions in response to a reading passage.
RD-12-4.0.1

Students will analyze the content or make connections as it applies to students’ lives (text-to-self), real-world issues (text-to-world) or other texts (text-to-text).
RD-12-5.0.4

Students will critique the author’s word choice, style, tone or content.

RD-12-5.0.2

Students will analyze or evaluate the effectiveness of literary elements (e.g., theme, characterization, setting, point of view, conflict and resolution, plot, structure) within a passage.

RD-12-5.0.3

Students will analyze the author’s use of literary devices in a passage (e.g., symbolism, irony, analogies, imagery, figurative language).
RD-12-5.0.6

Students will analyze the ways in which similar themes or ideas are developed in more than one text.
WRITING

WR-HS-1.1.0

Purpose/Audience: Students will establish and maintain a focused purpose to communicate with an authentic audience by
· Narrowing the topic to create a specific purpose for writing

· Establishing a controlling idea, theme or thesis about the topic

· Choosing a perspective authentic to the writer

· Analyzing and addressing the needs of the intended audience

· Adhering to the characteristics of the form

· Applying a suitable tone

· Allowing voice to emerge when appropriate

                                                                                     DOK 4

WR-HS-1.2.0

Idea Development/Support: Students will support main ideas and deepen the audience’s understanding of purpose by

· Developing logical, justified and suitable explanations

· Providing relevant elaboration

· Explaining related connections or reflections
· Applying idea development strategies appropriate for the form

                                                                                     DOK 4
WR-HS-2.4.0

Sentence Structure: Students will create effective sentences by

· Applying a variety of structures and lengths

· Developing complete and correct sentences unless using unconventional structures for an intentional effect when appropriate

                                                                                     DOK 3

WR-HS-2.3.0

Organization: Students will create unity and coherence to accomplish the focused purpose by

· Engaging the audience

· Establishing a context for reading when appropriate

· Communicating ideas and support in a meaningful order

· Applying transitions and transitional elements to guide the reader through the piece

· Developing effective closure

DOK 3

WR-HS-3.5.0

Language:  Students will exemplify effective language choices by

· Applying correct grammar and usage

· Applying concise use of language

· Incorporating strong verbs, precise nouns, concrete details and sensory details

· Applying language appropriate to the content, purpose and audience

DOK 2




	What ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS will frame the learning?

	What qualities do you look for when choosing a novel to read for enjoyment?

How do novels reflect universal themes?

How can novels reflect one’s personal beliefs, ideas, interests, and/or values?

How does the reading of novels enable us to develop creative, imaginative, and innovative products?



	ASSESSMENT

	*See attached Reader’s Choice Menu



Determine Criteria
*See attached scoring guides. There are individual scoring criteria for each project on the Reader’s Choice Menu.  Students are given the criteria to use as a guide when beginning the project.

	Criteria
	
	         
	

	ELEMENTS

50 points possible
	PROTAGONIST/

ANTAGONIST
50 points possible
	SYMBOL

50 points possible
	CHARACTER

COMPARISONS

50 points possible



	PLOT DIAGRAM

100 points possible


	BOOK REVIEW
100 points possible


	POEM

100 points possible


	LETTER

100 points possible



	BOOK TALK

150 points possible


	AUTHOR X2

150 points possible


	TO BE CONTINUED…

150 points possible


	JOURNAL

150 points possible




	Mapping the Vocabulary for the lesson/unit of study.



	Brainstorm the words students need for the unit/lesson.
	Ask yourself how you will CODE the essential words?  

	Essential to Know

Plot                         Point-of-view

Setting                    Theme    

Time                       Genre

Characters             

Protagonist

Antagonist

Symbol
Important to Know

Conflict

Resolution

Structure

Author’s tone

Author’s style
Nice to Know

Irony

Symbolism

Analogies

Imagery

Figurative language
Poetic devices

	Connect
	· Word Walls

· Power Decoding

· Word Spiders

· Associations

· See It, Say It, Show It

· Glossary

· Concept Attainment

· Multiple Meanings

· Word Catcher

· Other_____________

	
	Organize
	· Prioritizing Vocabulary

· Key Vocabulary Concept Map

· Categorizing

· Concept Maps

· Fist List

· Word Banks

· Group and Label

· Three Way Tie

· Diagram to Die For

· Vocabulary Notebooks

· Other____________

	
	Deep Process
	· Visualizing Vocabulary

· Multi-Sensory Processing

· Storytelling

· Metaphors

· Defining Characteristics

· Etymologies

· Cinquains

· Compare and Contrast

· Crazy Connections

· Other______________

	
	Exercise           and Elaborate
	· Vocabulary Games

· Write to Learn

· Team Game Tournaments

· Vocabulary Carousel

· Effective Practice

· Three’s a Crowd

· Peer Practice

· Boggle

· Para-Writing

· Other______________________




Step 4: Align Your Instruction to the Assessment and Standards

Unit Blueprint

	Which students need accommodations?
Exceptional Education Students
ESL Students
Gifted/Talented Students
	FOYER
	How will you make accommodations for students’ abilities and skills?
Books are on a variety of reading levels and topics
Reader’s Choice Menu of activities

	
	How will you introduce the unit/lesson?
Perfect Guy, Perfect Girl, Perfect Book Activity
What is the hook and bridge?
What qualities do you look for in the perfect date that might also be qualities of the perfect book?  Use these qualities to choose the book you will read during this unit.

	

	WORKROOM
	LIBRARY
	PORCH

	What will students do to practice?
Independent reading
	What resources will you use?
Books, technology
What strategies or tools will you use to help acquire new learning?
Independent reading, research

	What will students do to look back on the learning?
Several of the activities on the Reader’s Choice menu are reflective in nature

	How will you make accommodations for students’ styles?
Book selection and Reader’s Choice menu allow for diversity among students 

	KITCHEN
	How will you make accommodations for multiple intelligences?
Reader’s Choice menu allows for diversity among students 

	
	How will you assess the understanding?
Student projects and presentations.  Specific criteria is provided for each possible project

	


Step 5: Sequence Your Activities and Lessons 

Lesson Sequence
	Purpose
	Lesson
	Tools/Strategy
	Learning Style

	Introduction

	Perfect Guy, Perfect Girl, Perfect Book*
	Give One, Get One


	ST

SF

NT

NF



	Independent Work
	Reading

Project Work
	Reader’s Choice Menu*


	ST

SF

NT

NF



	Reflection

	Presentations
	Individualized Scoring Guide for each task on Reader’s Choice Menu*


	ST

SF

NT

NF



*See attachments
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