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	Identify the Purpose


	Essential Learning:  Weather changes from day to day and over seasons.

	Learning Goals: 

2.3 Students identify and analyze systems and the ways their components work together or affect each other.


	


	Content Standards:  SC-EP-2.3.2

Students will describe patterns in weather and weather data in order to make simple predictions based on those patterns discovered.




	Framework
	

	Critical Vocabulary
	What do I want students to understand? 

(Concepts, Generalizations, Principles)

	temperature

spring 
thermometer
rain gauge

storm 

thunder

lightning

tornado


	Weather changes from day to day and over the seasons.

Weather can be described, observed, measured, and predicted.

	
	What do I want students to know?

(Facts, Definitions, Events, Sequences, Algorithms, and Procedures)

	
	Students will know the different weather patterns.
Students will know the weather patterns specific to Spring.

Students will know what basic weather instruments (thermometer, rain gauge) measure.

	
	What skills do I want students to apply or use?  

(Communication, Thinking, Inquiry, Problem Solving, Creative Productivity)

	
	Writing skills to explain, diagram, chart, record, and make observations.
Notemaking

Observation skills

Scientific Inquiry/Scientific Method

Reading for Meaning/Comprehension

	
	What do I want students to be like? Habits of mind, Dimensions of Learning

(Habits, Attitudes, Appreciations, Groups, Social Skills)

	
	Questioners:  To ask questions and seek possibilities.
Problem Solvers:  To solve problems critically and creatively.
Appreciation:  To appreciate the weather and respect its role in our environment.
Cooperative:  To be able to work with others for the purpose of completing a task together.
Respectful:  To respect the ideas of others while expressing their own ideas clearly.

	
	


	Back to Table of Contents
	

	Thoughtful Questions:

What questions will guide students to essential learning?

	What are the different weather patterns?
What are some ways weather patterns can be different at different places?
How can weather be helpful or hurtful? To people? To plants? To animals?

How do different weather patterns affect our environment and how we live?
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	Determine the Culminating Assessment:

	Open Response Question
Everyday there are different weather patterns.  
Draw and name two types of weather.  In which season might you see this type of weather?
Draw a picture to show how you would dress for each type of weather?  Be sure you to include anything you would need to take with you before leaving your house.

What is the weather?  ____________________________________
What is the weather?  ____________________________________

  Season   ____________________________________                                  Season   ________________________________________



	
	                                               Scoring Guide

	Sounds Smart
	Criteria

	Distinguished 4
	Student correctly identifies TWO weather patterns.


	The student response thoroughly demonstrates weather pattern, the season, and the appropriate dress.



	Proficient 3
	Student correctly identifies TWO weather patterns common to the community.  


	The student response clearly demonstrates the weather pattern, the season, and the appropriate dress.



	Apprentice 2
	Student correctly identifies TWO weather patterns common to the community.  


	The student response attempts to demonstrate the weather pattern, the season, and the appropriate dress.



	Novice 1
	Student correctly identifies TWO weather patterns common to the community.  


	Student response is limited in explanation.  Student partially identifies weather patterns, season, and/or dress.

	Looks Good
	

	Distinguished
	Writes correct labels, using beginning, middle, and ending sounds.

	Proficient
	Writes correct labels using beginning and ending sounds only.

	Apprentice
	Writes labels using letter strings.

	Novice
	Writes labels using scribbles.



	Establish the Lesson/Unit Blueprint
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	Foyer
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	Introduction

Connection to Prior Knowledge

How will I introduce the Lesson/Unit?

Hook:  Watch, “The Magic School Bus Kicks Up a Storm”.  (United Streaming)
Bridge:  We have just watched a video about storms and weather.  We are going to begin learning about spring weather.  Can you remember a time when it stormed?
	

	Workroom
	Library
	Porch

	Practice & Extension

How will the new knowledge and skills be practiced, reinforced and extended?  

Lesson 1: Spider organizer
Lesson 2:  Story sequence circle

Lesson 3: Fist List

Lesson 4: Cotton ball cloud book

Lesson 5: Diagram of a raindrop


	Knowledge Acquisition

How will the new learning be presented?

Lesson 1: Unitedstreaming video: “Weather: 
A First Look” 

Lesson 2: book: Thundercake
Lesson 3: book: Flash, Crash, Rumble, Roll

Lesson 4: book: The Cloud Book

Lesson 5: book Rain
	Reflection

How will students process, internalize and reflect upon the new learning?

Lesson 1: Give 1 Get 1 with concepts learned
 Lesson 2:  Class discussion of the understanding exercise in TR
Lesson 3: class book-Lightning Safety

Lesson 4: Discuss quiz answers making false statements true

Lesson 5: journal entry


	
	
	

	
	Kitchen
	

	
	Application of Knowledge & Skills

How will students demonstrate their mastery and understanding of the content, processes, habits and attitudes?

Lesson 1: Visualizing Vocab
Lesson 2: Task Rotation

Lesson 3: How-To writing

Lesson 4: True/False quiz

Lesson 5: On-Demand writing
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	Lesson Blueprint:  Building the Lesson

	Lesson #1: Weather:  A First Look
	Length of Time:  1 day


	Thoughtful Question(s): 

What thoughtful questions will students be able to answer?

	What are the different weather patterns?

What are some ways weather patterns can be different at different places?

How can weather be helpful or hurtful? To people? To plants? To animals?
  How do different weather patterns affect our environment and how we live?


	Foyer:  Connection to Prior Knowledge (Introduction)

How will students be introduced to the learning? How will students know what goals and objectives they are to achieve?

	Hook:   Sing the song, “Whether the Weather” from weather CD.
Bridge: 
Survey:  What is your favorite type of weather/  (Rainy, Sunny, Snowy, Cloudy)  
Make a class weather graph.


	What strategies, activities, tools, procedures, and resources will students use to acquire new learning?  



	 Library:  Knowledge Acquisition 

	Strategic Focus:  Watch the video, “Weather:  A First Look” (United Streaming).
                    


	What will students do to rehearse, practice, extend, and refine the learning?



	 Workroom:  Practice, Extension, and Refinement

	Actiivity:  While watching a Notemaking Tools for Reading Comprehension will be completed.  The students will listen for vocabulary or               “important weather words” and write or draw representation on a “Weather Words” Spider Organizer.  Share and compile the spiders so that the students have generated their own class list of weather vocabulary.  

Word Wall – Add weather vocabulary to word wall.



	How will students demonstrate understanding and be assessed?



	 Kitchen:  Demonstration of Learning

	Visualizing Vocabulary using the essential vocabulary words will be completed by each student.


	What tools/strategies will students use to reflect upon essential learning?



	 Porch:  Reflection

	Students will draw three pictures of something learned from the video clip.  Use the Give-One-Get-One strategy with video notes.



	Lesson Blueprint:  Building the Lesson

	Lesson #2:  Thunderstorms and Storm Safety
	Length of Time: 2 Days


	Thoughtful Question(s): 

What thoughtful questions will students be able to answer?

	   How do different weather patterns affect our environment and how we live?


	Foyer:  Connection to Prior Knowledge (Introduction)

How will students be introduced to the learning? How will students know what goals and objectives they are to achieve?

	Hook:   Show me how you feel during a thunderstorm.  
Bridge:  Create our own rainstorm using our hands, rhythm instruments, and a rain stick.   


	What strategies, activities, tools, procedures, and resources will students use to acquire new learning?  



	 Library:  Knowledge Acquisition 

	 Read the book, Thunder Cake  by Patricia Polacco.


	What will students do to rehearse, practice, extend, and refine the learning?



	 Workroom:  Practice, Extension, and Refinement

	Read the story to the class again.  This time, the students will make notes using the Story Sequence Circle Strategy.  Draw or write in each circle  how the coming storm affected the girl and her grandmother and how it affected what they did that day.


	How will students demonstrate understanding and be assessed?



	 Kitchen:  Demonstration of Learning

	Task Rotation:  

Mastery:  Complete the Thunder Cake  story recall, “Frightening Things”.
Interpersonal:  Thunder Cake Story Starter, “I was afraid!  Something scared me.  It was…..”
Understanding:  Students will complete if…then statements about how different weather patterns affect them and their environment.  (ex. If it is sunny outside, I will swing.”)
Self-Expressive:  Create your own recipe for Thunder Cake.




	What tools/strategies will students use to reflect upon essential learning?



	 Porch:  Reflection

	Discuss the statements from the Understanding activity of the Task Rotation.  Ask the students if we have ever really, really thought about how much the weather affects us and our jobs every day.


	Lesson #3: How to Stay Safe from Lightning
	Length of Time: 1 Day


	Thoughtful Question(s): 

What thoughtful questions will students be able to answer?

	How can weather be helpful or harmful to people, plants, and animals?


	Foyer:  Connection to Prior Knowledge (Introduction)

How will students be introduced to the learning? How will students know what goals and objectives they are to achieve?

	Hook:   Experiment to create static electricity.  Use a balloon on hair or rub bare feet on classroom carpet.
Bridge:   Can anyone show me a way to stay safe from Lightening?


	What strategies, activities, tools, procedures, and resources will students use to acquire new learning?  



	 Library:  Knowledge Acquisition 

	 Read the book Flash, Crash, Rumble and Roll by Franklin Kalyn Branley



	What will students do to rehearse, practice, extend, and refine the learning?



	 Workroom:  Practice, Extension, and Refinement

	During a second reading of the book have students make notes on a Stormy Weather Fist List.  These fist lists will be used as a pre-writing activity.


	How will students demonstrate understanding and be assessed?



	 Kitchen:  Demonstration of Learning

	Students will create a how-to piece titled: How to Stay Safe From Lightning


	What tools/strategies will students use to reflect upon essential learning?



	 Porch:  Reflection

	Construct a class book with our pieces and share with others in our building.


	Lesson #4: Clouds
	Length of Time: 1 Days


	Thoughtful Question(s): 

What thoughtful questions will students be able to answer?

	What weather patterns affect people?


	Foyer:  Connection to Prior Knowledge (Introduction)

How will students be introduced to the learning? How will students know what goals and objectives they are to achieve?

	Hook:   Science Experiment-Make a cloud in a bottle—Do not tell students what you are making, just allow them to observe.
Bridge:   What does this experiment have to do with weather?  Record responses on chart. Provide students with leading questions, if they are unable to discover the answer.


	What strategies, activities, tools, procedures, and resources will students use to acquire new learning?  



	 Library:  Knowledge Acquisition 

	 Read The Cloud Book by Tomie de Paola.


	What will students do to rehearse, practice, extend, and refine the learning?



	 Workroom:  Practice, Extension, and Refinement

	Each student will make a cloud book using cotton balls to illustrate the four main types of clouds.


	How will students demonstrate understanding and be assessed?



	 Kitchen:  Demonstration of Learning

	Administer teacher made true/false quiz.


	What tools/strategies will students use to reflect upon essential learning?



	 Porch:  Reflection

	Discuss quiz answers.  Allow students to supply answers to change the false statements to true statements.


	Lesson #5: The Life of A Raindrop
	Length of Time: 2


	Thoughtful Question(s): 

What thoughtful questions will students be able to answer?

	How can weather be helpful or harmful to people, plants, and animals?


	Foyer:  Connection to Prior Knowledge (Introduction)

How will students be introduced to the learning? How will students know what goals and objectives they are to achieve?

	Hook:   Mystery strategy with an umbrella in a bag.
Bridge: Ask students: What type of weather is this object used for?
  


	What strategies, activities, tools, procedures, and resources will students use to acquire new learning?  



	 Library:  Knowledge Acquisition 

	 Read the book Rain by Marion Dane Bauer (Have other non-fiction books about rain for reference such as Down Comes the Rain and What Makes a Raindrop.)



	What will students do to rehearse, practice, extend, and refine the learning?



	 Workroom:  Practice, Extension, and Refinement

	Make a diagram of the life of a raindrop using a circle organizer.


	How will students demonstrate understanding and be assessed?



	 Kitchen:  Demonstration of Learning

	Complete on-demand
 Writing: The Life of a Raindrop.


	What tools/strategies will students use to reflect upon essential learning?



	 Porch:  Reflection

	Class discussion journal entry-How can rain be harmful/ helpful to us?
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