Advantages of the Union and the Confederacy during the Civil War

     This lesson was designed to help students understand that many components come into play when fighting a war.  Through the lesson students will discover that both sides had advantages. That is one reason the conflict took 4 years to resolve, even though both sides felt the war would only last a short period of time.
     This lesson was designed to be taught in 3 or 4 days.  On the first day students will participate in the hook activity, watch a short movie, and begin exploring clues. The class will be divided into small groups.  Half of the  groups will investigate advantages of the Union and use the essential question, “Why was the Union army able to defeat the Confederate army?”  The other groups will investigate advantages of the Confederacy and use the essential question, “Why did it take so long for the Confederate army to lose?”  Groups will record their data on a graphic organizer as they collect information from the clues. Day 2 will be used to explore the remaining clues and read an article about the advantages of each side.  
     Once all the groups have analyzed the clues the Union groups and the Confederate groups will be allowed to share their findings with one another to see if they have reached the same conclusions.  This will take place at the end of Day 2.
     On the final day of the lesson, students will create a foldable showing the advantages of each side.  They will use index cards taped in accordion style to illustrate the advantages of the Union and another to illustrate the advantages of the Confederates.  This foldable can easily become a part of a larger foldable illustrating different aspects of the Civil War.













GRREC’s Teaching American History Grant
 History as Mystery Lesson Plan


Lesson Topic: _Advantages of the Union and the Confederacy 
 during the Civil War___________________________

Team Name: _______Pioneers_______________________

Teachers’ Names:__Linda Bottoms, Penny Gaskins, Norma Simpson__________________________



	1.  History Mystery Question

	
Why was the Union army able to defeat the Confederate army?

Why did it take so long for the Confederates to lose?

The class will be divided into small groups with half the groups researching each question.







	2.  Targeted Standards:  (KY Core Content, Program of Studies, Academic Expectations)   Include student learning targets (I Can statements).

	Core Content

SS-05-3.1.1  Students will describe scarcity and explain how scarcity required people in different periods in the US to make economic choices and incur opportunity costs.

SS-05-3.4.1  Students will describe production, distribution and consumption of goods and services in the history of the US.

SS-05-4.1.1 Students will use geographic tools to identify natural resources and other physical characteristics and analyze patterns of movement and settlement in the United States.

SS-05-5.1.1 Students will use a variety of primary and secondary sources to describe significant events in the history of the US and interpret different perspectives.

SS-05-5.2.1  Students will identify historical documents, selected readings and speeches and explain their historical significance.

SS-05-5.2.4  Students will describe significant historical events in each of the broad historical periods and eras in US history and explain cause and effect relationships.




Academic Expectations
2.20 Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to develop historical perspective


Program of Studies: Skills and Concepts

SS-5-E-S-1
Students will demonstrate an understanding
using information from print and non-print 
sources (e.g., documents, informational 
passages/texts, interviews, digital and
environmental) of the connection between
resources, limited productive resources and scarcity:
a) investigate different kinds of resources (e.g., natural, human, capital)
b) explain how individuals and groups in the United States make economic decisions based upon limited productive resources (natural, human, capital) and give examples of how these decisions create interdependence between individuals, groups and businesses


SS-5-HP-S-1
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the interpretative nature of history using a variety of tools (e.g., primary and secondary sources):
a) investigate and chronologically describe major events in United States history (e.g., using timelines, charts, fictional and report writing, role playing)
b) explain and draw inferences about the importance of major events in United States history
c) examine cause and effect relationships in the history of the United States; identify examples of multiple causes of major historical events

SS-5-HP-S-1
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the interpretative nature of history using a variety of tools (e.g., primary and secondary sources):
a) investigate and chronologically describe major events in United States history (e.g., using timelines, charts, fictional and report writing, role playing)
d) explain reasons that individuals and groups explored and settled in the United States
e) research influences/contributions of diverse groups to the culture (e.g., beliefs, traditions, literature, the arts) of the United States today

I Can Statements
 
I can explain why it took four years for the Union to win the Civil War by exploring the advantages of the Union.
I can explain why it took four years for the Confederacy to lose the Civil War by exploring the advantages of the Confederacy.
























	3.  Critical Vocabulary     (What vocabulary will they need to know?  How will you teach it?)	

	
Union
Confederate
Recruitment
Gettysburg Address
Emancipation Proclamation
Plantation
Industry

Vocabulary will be reviewed in Movie Maker used to introduce the lesson.


















	4. The Lesson Hook   (Encountering the Problem) 

	
To introduce the topic of advantages of each side during the war, we will play the card game, War.  The class will be separated into Union and the Confederacy.  Each student on the Confederate team represents one soldier, so when they lose a hand, they are out of the game.  However, each student on the Union team represents 3 soldiers, so they must lose 3 times before being eliminated from the game.  This is to help students understand that at the beginning of the war the Union had a population of 22 million while the Confederacy only had a population of 9 million.  To play the game a student from the Union and a student from the Confederacy stand on each side of a table with a deck of cards face down.  Each player draws a card.  The student with the highest card drawn wins the round.  If the loser is from the Confederacy, the game is over for that student.  If the loser is from the Union, he/she gets to continue until they have lost 3 times.  Students quickly realize it is nearly impossible for the Confederacy to win.  This leads to the discussion of why population was so important when preparing to fight a war.

To further illustrate this point, show the bar graph comparing the population of the north and the south (attached).  Demonstrate how to read the graph so students will be able to read the graphs that are contained in the clue boxes.

















	5.  Examining and Interpreting the Clues  (Include all clues or sources that students will use to answer the mystery. Include directions for students, amount of time required, resources needed, specific instructions for implementing the lesson, etc.) 

	Day 1: Movie with vocabulary 
Give each group their guiding question and graphic organizer.  Allow them a few minutes to develop a hypothesis. 
Hook activity (explained above) 
Each group will explore one of their two boxes (explained below)
Day 2: Each group will explore their second box and read an article about the advantages of each side.
Day 3:  Assessment: flipbook of advantages for each side

Divide the class into small groups.  Half of the groups will work on clues that represent advantages of the Union and half will work on clues that represent advantages of the Confederacy.  Each group will have one graphic organizer to fill in as they evaluate clues.  Each group will also be given a Civil War hat for their “general” to wear.  When a person is wearing the hat, they are responsible for leading the discussion, keeping the group on task, and recording information on the graphic organizer.  You may choose to have one general for the entire activity or rotate who is the general with each clue.  

The clues will be divided into two boxes for each group.  All boxes 1 will contain the same clues and 2 will contain the same clues, regardless of the side.  You may want to appoint an archivist per group to open the box and handle the clues (artifacts).  This person can be given some gloves and a lab coat (large T-shirt cut up the middle).

Give a box to each group.  They will be given 30 minutes with each box.  There are two clues that must be researched on the computer, these are in box 1.  If you have a limited number of computers, send the Union group to the computer for the first 15 minutes, then the Confederate group for 15 minutes.  During the other 15 minutes, they need to explore the other clues in their box.

With each clue they must decide what the clue represents, determine if it is an advantage for the Union or the Confederacy, and how it was an advantage.  This information will be recorded on their graphic organizer.
Clues are listed below with appropriate conclusions students should draw.


Clue #1: Refer back to War game.  Discuss as a class, which side had the advantage of population? (Union).  Why would this be an advantage? (More population means more soldiers).  Show students how to record this information on their organizer as an example.  Also, show the population graph (attached).  Students then should be able to explore the other clues independently. Union

BOX #1


Clue #2: Visit the website http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/neh/interactives/cmdrs/
This site allows students to see the commanders for the Union and Confederacy.  By comparison, the Confederacy appears to have an advantage of stronger, more experienced leaders.  Confederacy


Clue #3:  Visit the website http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8lX5A2q-Eo
This site shows railroad lines during the time of the Civil War.  Students will see this is an advantage for the Union because more railroads meant they could move men and supplies more quickly. Union

Clue #4: Brooklyn Recruiting Poster from Historical Documents
This represents an advantage for the Union because they had a much larger immigrant population to draw from for soldiers. Union

Clue #5: Civil War Battlefield Map from Historical Documents
Two conclusions could be drawn from this clue.  First, since most of the battles were fought in the south, the Confederate army knew the land better and was motivated to fight for their homes and families.  Also, the map illustrates the fact that the Confederacy only had to wage a defensive war, they didn’t need to invade the north. This could also be viewed as a disadvantage because of the destruction left in the south. Confederacy

Clue #6: Circle graph showing bank deposits for the Union and the Confederacy. (Attached) The north had 81% of the bank deposits in 1861 and the Confederacy only had 19%.  Greater wealth meant more money for soldiers and supplies.  Union





BOX #2


Clues #7 and #8: The Emancipation Proclamation and The Gettysburg Address from Historical Documents
After reviewing these documents, students may conclude that the Union now had more motivation to win the war, to end slavery.  Note: When discussing this information at the end of the lesson, the teacher may want to point out that not everyone in the Union was happy with the prospect of abolishing slavery.  Also, point out the Emancipation Proclamation did not free many slaves when issued.  It only freed slaves in areas being held by the Union that were in rebellion against the Union. Another point to make is that many slaves ran away to join the Union army and the Confederacy had to devote troops to recapturing slaves. Union

Clue #9: Picture of plantation owner on horseback (Attached). This is to illustrate that boys in the south grew up riding horses and hunting. There is also a picture showing people arriving for a horse race to show horses were a strong part of the southern culture.  Confederacy

Clue #10: Side by side picture showing the industrialization of the north compared with the agricultural community of the south (Attached).  This would be an advantage in time of war because the Union could use their factories to manufacture goods needed by the army.  Union

Clue #11: Bar graph comparing the farm products produced in the north (Union) and the south (Confederacy) in 1820.  This is a clear advantage for the Union (Attached).  Even though the south was an agricultural region, the north actually produced more farm products.  Armies must feed their men, so the Union producing more food is an advantage.  Union

Clue #12:  Article excerpt describing the motivation of those fighting for the Confederacy (Attached).  This passage describes how many in the south were motivated to fight for their way of life.  Confederacy


After students have explored all the clues and documented their ideas, allow a few minutes for the Union groups and the Confederate groups to come together and see if they reached the same conclusions.  They can make changes to their data if needed.  We will read the article “Advantages of the North and the South” from the book, Everyday Life: The Civil War.  The article points out many of the conclusions students should have reached from the clues provided.  As we read, we will stop and discuss advantages as they appear in the text.  The article also includes graphs to compare many resources of the north and the south.  As we discuss each of the advantages from the article, we will pull the clues that go with that advantage.  After reading the entire article, take time to discuss any clues still needing to be discussed.


























	6. Establishing the Hypothesis (Include the instructions for students as well as a graphic organizer for them to use for collecting data.)

	Students will be placed into groups of 4 to 6 students.  Each group will have a graphic organizer to record information (attached).  They will form a hypothesis before looking at any clues.  Then they will explore clues and determine if it represents an advantage for the Union or the Confederacy and how it would serve as an advantage.  When the activity is complete, the students will reflect on their hypothesis to see if they were correct.  





	7.  Explaining the Hypothesis  (What product will students use to explain their hypothesis?  Include the rubrics for assessment of products and student self-reflection.)	

	
On the graphic organizer there is a section for their hypothesis.  There are also instructions for when the activity is complete, when students will code information in their hypothesis as either correct, false, or still unknown.

Assessment (Day 3):  Students will create a foldable naming and illustrating advantages of the Union and the Confederacy.  Begin by folding a piece of tag board in half like a greeting card.  Take blank index cards and tape them together on the back to form one long strip (up and down) that can be folded accordion style.  Each student will need 2 index card strips, each with 5 cards.  Have students label the front of the tag board card: Advantages of the North and the South During the Civil War.  When the card is opened students will place one set of cards on each side, one for the north (Union) and one for the south (Confederacy).  The bottom card in the stack should be glued to the tag board leaving an unglued section in the middle of one end (this will be used to attach a paperclip to hold the cards closed).  The top card should be decorated with the flags of the Union and the Confederacy.  The remaining cards must each list and illustrate an advantage for that side.  When complete the student should have named and illustrated four advantages for the Union and four for the Confederacy.  The cards hang down to show all the advantages at one time, or folded up and secured with a paper clip to close the card.  Rubric for scoring is attached.

*Pictures of the assessment are attached to help with instructions.


























	8.  Resources Used in the Lesson  (Include a thorough bibliography of books, articles, websites, etc.)		

	
Websites:

War game hook activity:
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/printables/PSSCivilWar.htm

Comparing leaders of the north and the south (Clue #2):
http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/neh/interactives/cmdrs/

Location and growth of the railroads (Clue #3):
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8lX5A2q-Eo

Historical Documents Co. (Clues 4, 5, 7, and 8):
www.histdocs.com

Picture comparing life in the north with that of life in the south (Clue #10):
www.mightyware.com/images/unionmanufacturing.png

Article describing the motivation of the south (Clue #12)
http://personal.tcu.edu/swoodworth/McPherson-FCAC.htm

Books:

Coletti, Sharon. I Think: It’s Elementary! America’s Civil War. InspirEd Educators: Atlanta, Georgia, 2010.

Davis, William.  Brother Against Brother: The War Begins. Time-Life Books: Alexandria, Virginia, 1983.

Hazen, Walter. Everyday Life: The Civil War.  Good Year Books: Tucson, Arizona, 1999.

















                    



            Advantages of the North (Union) and the South (Confederacy)         
                           During the Civil War

Our mystery question:________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

 (
Our hypothesis:
)







As you explore each clue, document your conclusions.

Advantages for US
	Clue
	What does it represent?
	How is this an advantage for YOU

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





We believe these clues represent an advantage for the OTHER SIDE.











After we have discussed all clues and read our article you need to evaluate your hypothesis by doing the following:

Circle any information in your hypothesis that was proven to be correct.

Put an X in front of any information in your hypothesis that was proven to be false.

Underline any information in your hypothesis you are still unsure about.




All group members need to sign below:











Population Graph to go with Clue #1






Information to illustrate Hook Activity
Data taken from http://www.lessonplanspage.com/printables/PSSCivilWar.htm

























Clue #6





From Walter Hazen’s book Everyday Life: The Civil War









Clue #9

[image: ]
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From William C. Davis’s Book, Brother Against Brother: The War Begins





Clue #10: Comparing life in the north with life in the south
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www.mightware.com/images/unionmanfacturing.png



Clue #11

[image: ]

From the Book by InspirEd Educators, I Think: It’s Elementary! America’s Civil War





Clue #12



Southern soldiers did not fight for slavery and many refused to even consider the concept as a reason for war.  Instead, they fought for liberty and freedom, believing that they must fight to preserve Southern society, institutions, culture, and honor.  More soldiers joined to defend the South from a perceived unwarranted invasion.  Even in defeat, morale remained high due to the ideological motivations, which included duty and honor, as well as a religious belief in the righteousness of their cause.  Only in the end, with Lee’s army defeat and Richmond fallen did morale finally dissipate, even in theatres as far away as Texas where the Rebels had not met with failure.

http://personal.tcu.edu/swoodworth/McPherson-FCAC.htm




















Advantages of the North and the South during the Civil War
Foldable Rubric

North/ Union
Card #1                      Correctly names an advantage (5 points)
                                         Appropriate illustration (5 points)

Card #2   	                 Correctly names an advantage (5 points)
                                         Appropriate illustration (5 points)

Card #3	                 Correctly names an advantage (5 points)
                                         Appropriate illustration (5 points)

Card #4	                 Correctly names an advantage (5 points)
                                         Appropriate illustration (5 points)

Card #5                     Union Flag (10 points)

South/ Confederacy
Card #1                      Correctly names an advantage (5 points)
                                         Appropriate illustration (5 points)

Card #2   	                 Correctly names an advantage (5 points)
                                         Appropriate illustration (5 points)

Card #3	                 Correctly names an advantage (5 points)
                                         Appropriate illustration (5 points)

Card #4	                 Correctly names an advantage (5 points)
                                         Appropriate illustration (5 points)

Card #5                     Confederate Flag (10 points)
                                                                                                        Total Points Earned____
Pictures of Assessment
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 Total Population	North	South	22000000	9000000	
1861 Bank Deposits
Bank Deposits in 1861	North	South	81	19	
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