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Overview


This lesson is designed for use in a 5th grade Social Studies classroom.  The lesson will take approximately three one-hour class sessions to complete.  Included in this document are the lesson plan, all resources needed, and assessment tools.


The mystery strategy used in this lesson is taken from a book called Mystery by Silver, Strong, and Perini.  The design of this strategy is based on a hands-on, self directed learning approach.  Much responsibility is placed upon the student to actively and independently extract evidence from the clues provided at several research stations set up by the teacher in advance.  A fair amount of preparation is required to set up the stations; however once set up, students should be able to move from station to station with little or no supervision by the teacher.  


Students will “hired” by a fictitious agency as researchers to create a display using information gathered during the learning experience.  If given the time to deeply process the information found at each station, one may be amazed to discover how thoroughly his or her students will grasp the ideas that:

· Conflict was inevitable in the colonies.  

· Different situations demanded different resolution strategies

· People often times use multiple strategies in the same situation

 In a culminating assessment, students will demonstrate their knowledge by writing  a letter to the fellow citizens of Jamestown describing the conflict resolution strategies they see and take a position regarding which strategy is most effective.
Have Fun!
