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Introduction to History as Mystery Lesson Plan
Colonial America Punishment Lesson

What was punishment like in Colonial days? 
Did the punishment fit the Crime?


This crime and punishment unit starts by making students historians that will work on a historical project to focus on two questions. They will need to determine “What punishment was like in colonial days?” and “Did the crime fit the punishment?”  They will research primary and secondary sources to establish a hypothesis and then write an article for the newspaper explaining their hypothesis. Students need to have a basic understanding of problems Colonial Americans faced in the New World and to understand that the laws were made to promote the “common good” of the community. 
To begin, students will examine the martial laws that were made in Jamestown. Working in groups, they will be given excerpts of select laws established in 1610 by the Colony of Virginea and try to make sense of these laws.  Students will use a variety of primary and secondary sources to collect data that will help them understand the significant events that led to these laws. Students will explain and give examples of how governments function by making, enacting and enforcing laws. They will then share their findings with the class. 
Students will watch a video that gives them clues about different forms of punishment in colonial days. Afterward, they will be given a file folder game that shows different contraptions used for punishment and different crime scenarios. Using what they have previously collected from the primary source “Articles, Lawes, and Orders …of 1610 in Virginea” they will try to match the punishment with the crime.

 We will then look at primary source Capital Laws 1672 that defines the punishment for a witch.  Students will read known fairytales that have witches in the story and make a list of the characteristics that describe the witch. The students will analyze the stories and compare the fairytales to the colonial times. Students will record their ideas of different motives for accusing someone of being a witch. This will be followed up by role-playing and acting out Rebecca Nurse’s Trial. All students will all be involved and at the end of the trial will vote either innocent or guilty. The students will analyze and interpret human behaviors to better understand people and the relationships among the colonists and among colonial groups. They will come to the conclusion that when colonists did not fit in with society they were sometimes named as witches.

In order to develop historical perspective, students will understand the influences of diversity in the colonial culture that led to different forms of crime and punishment. After the mysteries are solved, the students will write an article for the newspaper using the SPAT/3 P’s method that answers the question, “What was punishment like in colonial America?” (SPAT is a graphic organizer that gives the students an outline to follow when writing their article).
This six lesson unit can be taught all together or it can be divided and integrated with other lessons.
GRREC’s Teaching American History Grant

 History as Mystery Lesson Plan
Lesson Topic: _Colonial Punishment          ________
Team Name: ____Patriots____________________

Teachers’ Names:__Penny Gaskins, Sheri Turpin, 
                                      Joan Tinnell & Norma Simpson
	1.  History Mystery Question

	What was punishment like in colonial America? Did the punishment fit the crime?


	2.  Targeted Standards:  (KY Core Content, Program of Studies, Academic Expectations)

	Core Content for Assessment:

SS-05-1.1.2

Students will explain and give examples of how democratic governments function (by making, enacting and enforcing laws) to promote the “common good” (e.g., public smoking ban, speed limits, seat belt requirements).

SS-05-2.1.1

Students will identify early cultures (e.g., English, Spanish, French, and West African) in the United States and analyze their similarities and differences. (DOK 2)

SS-05-5.1.1

Students will use a variety of primary and secondary sources (e.g., artifacts, diaries, maps, and timelines) to describe significant events in the history of the U.S. and interpret different perspectives.   (DOK 3)

Program of Studies:

SS-5-GS-S-1

Students will demonstrate an understanding of government, using information from print and non print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts, interview, digital and environmental:

· Explain how democratic governments work to promote the “common good” (e.g. making, enacting, enforcing laws that protect nights and property of all citizens)

SS-5-CS-S-1

Students will demonstrate an understanding of culture and cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, traditions, languages, skills, literature, the arts) of diverse groups:

· Investigate factors that promoted cultural diversity in the history of United States.

SS-5-HP-S-1

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the interpretative nature of history using a variety of tools (e.g., primary and secondary sources):

· Research influences/contributions of diverse groups to the culture (e.g. beliefs, traditions, literature, and the arts) of the United States today.

Academic Expectations:

2.16 Students observe, analyze, and interpret human behaviors, social groupings, and institutions to better understand people and the relationships among individuals and among groups.

2.20 Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to develop historical perspective.




	3.  Critical Vocabulary     (What vocabulary will they need to know?  How will you teach it?)


	Compromise,  interactions, culture, society, primary source, secondary source, martial law, perspective, punishment, assembly, complaint, accused, creditable, promote, “common good,” diversity, social groupings, relationships, perspective 



	4. The Lesson Hook   (Encountering the Problem) 

	Tell students that they are historians and are going to work on a historical project to determine what punishment was like in colonial days and determine if the punishment fit the crime. Working in small groups, they will look for and analyze clues using both primary and secondary sources. Each student will individually write an article.



	5.  Examining and Interpreting the Clues  (Include all clues or sources that students will use to answer the mystery. Include directions for students, amount of time required, resources needed, specific instructions for implementing the lesson, etc.) 

	Lesson

Clues for Lesson:

1

· Selected Laws for the “Articles, Lawes, and Orders, Divine, Politiques, and Martiall for the Colony of Virginea”
· Excerpts from the Lawes Divine, Morall and Martiall, & C.

· Learning Logs

Examine Excerpts from The Lawes Divine, Morall and Martiall, & C.

Students work together in groups to answer questions:

· Each of the martial laws was written to solve a problem. What problem did this law solve? Do we have any laws today that are similar? What are they?

· If you were a colonist, how would you feel about this law and the punishment for disobeying it?

· If you were the governor, how would you know these laws were effective? 
Students report back to class and discuss each group’s answers.

Students will record in their logs how colonial government worked to make and enforce laws that promoted the “common good” by protecting the rights and property of all colonists.

2

· Student booklet of laws

· Graphic organizer

· Crime scenarios

· File folders with pictures of contraptions used for punishment

· Learning logs

· Punishment in Williamsburg video

Students will look at pictures of different types of punishment and make a prediction of what they are looking at. They will record their answers on the organizer. They will then watch a teacher made video and discuss and then make adjustments to their predictions. 

Working in small groups students will be given a scenario. They will discuss the crime and then match the crime scenario with the punishment. Afterward, show video on punishment in Williamsburg. 
They will record in their log a comparison of laws in colonial times to laws of today.

3

Primary sources for 

· Fairytales

· Primary source: “Trial of Mary Easty, 1692”  

· Primary source: “Witches’ Petition for Bail.”
Students will work in groups to read fairytales that include a witch. They will make a list of the characteristics of the witch as the story is read.  Each group will present their list of characteristics to the class.  Check for are similarities. Students will work in groups to examine primary sources for “Trial of Mary Easty, 1692” and “Witches’ Petition for Bail” to interpret the meaning of the documents. Each group will report to the whole class and discuss the documents.
4

· Background Information (from Mysteries in History American History.)

· “Rebecca Nurse’s Trial” script (from Mysteries in History American History.)

· Graphic organizer (from Mysteries in History American History.)
Students will read background information from The Salem Witch Trials and complete the graphic organizer: Why innocent people were accused and What caused the outbursts in Salem. 

Read and act out script for “Rebecca Nurse’s Trial.”
5

· Powerpoint 1

· Powerpoint 2

· Learning log

After students act out “Rebecca Nurse’s Trial”, they will vote on a verdict - innocent or guilty.  Students will record their thoughts on the trial in their logs.
Use Powerpoint to discuss the trials in Boston.

Free Presentations and Interactive Activities

Witch Trial Powerpoint 1 

http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/vtc/ngfl/history/witches/Witches%20Lesson1/Witches_part1.ppt
Witch Trial Powerpoint 2

http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/vtc/ngfl/history/witches/Witches%20Lesson2/Witches_part2.ppt 

6

Write article using SPAT format about “What was punishment like in Colonial America?”  Go over SPAT method and scoring guide.




	6. Establishing the Hypothesis (Include the instructions for students as well as a graphic organizer for them to use for collecting data.)

	Students will discuss all the sources they used within their groups.  Students should review their notes on the graphic organizer as a group and decide what their hypothesis will be.


	7.  Explaining the Hypothesis  (What product will students use to explain their hypothesis?  Include the rubrics for assessment of products and student self-reflection.)


	Students will be asked to write an informative article using the SPAT method answering the question: What was punishment like in Colonial America? 


	8.  Resources Used in the Lesson (Include a thorough bibliography of books, articles, websites, etc.)



	Materials:

· Rubric and graphic organizer

· PowerPoint presentation

· Historic Jamestown pictures and video footage from personal trip

· Video 

Websites:

Williamsburg Courthouse, Bilboes, Brands, and Branks
Colonial Crimes and Punishments  www.colonialwilliamsburg.com
Colonial Days http://members.tripod.com/lylesj/trade/colondays.html
The Examination of Rebecca Nurse Trial http://www.bookrags.com/printfriendly/?p=gale&u=the-examination-of-rebecca-nurse-16-wia-01
Free Presentations and Interactive Activities

Witch Trial Powerpoint 1 

http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/vtc/ngfl/history/witches/Witches%20Lesson1/Witches_part1.ppt
Witch Trial Powerpoint 2

http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/vtc/ngfl/history/witches/Witches%20Lesson2/Witches_part2.ppt
Student Resource Books:

A selection of fairytales that includes a witch such as Hansel and Gretel, Snow White, etc.

Teacher Resource Books:

Baicker, Karen. Primary Sources Teaching Kit: Colonial America. New York: Scholastic, 2002
Conklin, Wendy. Mysteries in History: American History.  California: Teacher Created Resources, 2005
Hoobler, Dorothy and Thomas. Priscilla Foster The Story of a Salem Girl. New Jersey: Silver Burdett Press, 1997

Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation material. 2006. Articles, Lawes, and Orders, Divine, Politique, and Martiall for the Colony in Viginea. Sir Thomas Gates Knight.
Rexroat, Tonya. S.P.A.T. Technique for On Demand Writing. Kentucky: The Writer’s Choice. 2006



 These are pictures that could be used in file folders. The students can then look over the pictures and decide what type of punishment is shown. Afterwards, they will be given a scenario to analyze and decide which punishment would be given.
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These are scenarios to use for students to match the crime with the punishment.
Scenario:

In Boston in 1656, Captain Kemble returned home on the Sabbath after three long years at sea.  He kissed his wife.  He was charged with “lewd and unseemly behavior” on the Sabbath. What punishment did he receive?

Answer: He was forced to sit in the stocks for two hours.
Scenario:

A woman constantly nagged her husband. She nagged him from the time he got up until the time he went to bed. She was charged with “nagging her husband.”  What punishment did she receive?

Answer:  She would be tied to the ducking stool and dunked under water. The ducking stool was another form of punishment and was imported from England.
Scenario:

Samuel Powell, a servant, stole a pair of breeches in Accomack County, Virginia, in 1638.  He was caught and charged with “Thievery.” He went to court. What punishment did he receive?

Answer:  He was branded with the letter “T” with a hot iron on the inside of the fat of his thumb.

Scenario:
In Charlestown, two men went on a drinking binge. When they awakened, they had a terrible headache. They were charged with public drunkenness.  How were they punished?

Answer:  They were locked in stocks and forced to suffer verbal abuse from the villagers.  Villagers could also throw rotten food and mud at the men.

Scenario: 
In the early seventeenth century, Boston’s Roger Scott was picked up for “repeated sleeping on the Lord’s Day” and when he was awakened he hit the person who woke him up.  He was charged with both “repeated sleeping on the Lord’s Day” and “striking the person who woke him from his slumber.”  What punishment did he receive?

Answer: He was severely whipped.

Scenario:
Mrs. Smith loved to watch her neighbors and constantly would tell others about what was going on in the community.  She was charged with “gossiping.” What punishment did she receive?

Answer: She had to wear a gossip’s bridle. This was a sort of heavy iron cage that covered the head; a flat tongue of iron, sometimes spiked, was thrust into the mouth over the criminal’s tongue. 

These are scenarios to use for students to match the crime with the punishment.
Scenario #1
In Boston in 1656, Captain Kemble returned home on the Sabbath after three long years at sea.  He kissed his wife.  He was charged with “lewd and unseemly behavior” on the Sabbath. What punishment did he receive?

Scenario # 2
A woman constantly nagged her husband. She nagged him from the time he got up until the time he went to bed. She was charged with “nagging her husband.” What punishment did she receive?

Scenario # 3
Samuel Powell, a servant, stole a pair of breeches in Accomack County, Virginai, in 1638.  He was caught. He was charged with “Thievery.” He went to court. What punishment did he receive?

Scenario # 4
In Charlestown, two men went on a drinking binge.  They became drunk. When they awakened, they had a terrible headache. They were charged with public drunkenness.  How were they punished?

Scenario #  5
In the early seventeenth century, Boston’s Roger Scott was picked up for “repeated sleeping on the Lord’s Day” and when he was awakened he hit the person who woke him up.  He was charged with both “repeated sleeping on the Lord’s Day” and “striking the person who woke him from his slumber.”  What punishment did he receive?

Scenario # 6
Mrs. Smith loved to watch her neighbors and constantly would tell others about what was going on in the community.  She was charged with “gossiping.” What punishment did she receive?

S.P.A.T
1. S.P.A.T

2. BRAINSTORM 3 MAIN IDEAS

3. WRITE THE INTRODUCTION:

1st sentence:  ADDRESS THE AUDIENCE

Listen up _____________!

Attention all ________________!

Hey ___________________!

If you are a __________ of __________, then listen carefully!

Or Ask A Question??

2nd Sentence:   GIVE THE SITUATION

3rd Sentence:    STATE THE PURPOSE

4th Sentence:    CUEING SENTENCE


Read on to find out more information about ___________.


Keep reading to learn more about ___________________.


Continue on to learn about _________________________.


To learn more about _____________, read on.


Keep going to find out more information about _________.

Now that you’re interested about ______________, read on.

If you want to know more about ___________, then read on.

4. MAIN IDEA WEBS AND BODY PARAGRAPHS  (Use 3 P’s Paragraph Method!)

ASSIGN A HEADING TO EACH BODY PARAGRAPH



HEADINGS CAN BE:

· Bold

· Larger Font

· Centered

· Underlined

5. WRITE A CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH

Sums up the main idea of the entire article

States your final thoughts

6. ASSIGN A MAIN TITLE TO THE WHOLE ARTICLE

TITLES CAN BE 

· Bold

· Larger Font

· Centered

· Underlined
7.  SIGN YOUR NAME UNDER THE TITLE OR AT THE END

	[image: image24.bmp]
	Introduction Paragraph

	
	· 1st Sentence Address the Audience              

             -Listen Up ___

                   -Attention all ___

                   -Hey ___

                   -If you are a ___ of ____, then listen carefully!

                         -Or Ask a Question

	
	· 2nd Sentence Give the Situation

	
	· 3rd Sentence Give the Purpose

	
	· 4th Cueing Sentence

      -Read on to find out more information about ___

         -Keep reading to learn more about _____

         -Continue on to learn about _________

               -To learn more about _____, read on 

                 -Keep going to find out more information about ___

                 -Now that you’re interested about ____, read on

                 -If you want to know more about __________, the read on

	
	Body Paragraph #1

	
	Topic Sentence

	
	Supporting Sentence

	
	Supporting Sentence

	
	Supporting Sentence

	
	Concluding Sentence

	
	Heading for Body Paragraph #1

	                 
	Body Paragraph #2

	
	Topic Sentence

	
	Supporting Sentence

	
	Supporting Sentence

	
	Supporting Sentence

	
	Concluding Sentence

	
	Heading for Body Paragraph #2

	                 
	Body Paragraph #3

	
	Topic Sentence

	
	Supporting Sentence

	
	Supporting Sentence

	
	Supporting Sentence

	
	Concluding Sentence

	
	Heading for Body Paragraph #3

	                 
	Conclusion Paragraph

	
	Sums up the main idea of the entire letter

	
	States your final thoughts

	
	Main Title to Whole Article

	
	Sign Name Under Title

	
	Final Grade


Excerpts from the Lawes Divine, Morall and Martiall, &c.

No man or woman, (upon paine of death) shall runne away from the Colonie, to Powhathan, or any savage Weroance else whatsoever.

What man or woman soever, shall rob any garden, publike or private, being set to weed the same, or wilfully pluck up therin any roote, herbe, or flower, to spoile and wast or steale the same, or robbe any vineyard, or gather up the grapes, or steale any eares of the corne growing, whether in the ground belonging to the same fort or towne where he dwelleth, or in any other, shall be punished with death.

[E]very man and woman shall repaire in the morning to the divine service, and Sermons preached upon the Saboth day, and in the afternoon to divine service, and Catechising, upon paine for the first fault to lose their provision, and allowance for the whole weeke following, for the second to lose the said allowance, and also to be whipt, and for the third to suffer death.

No man of what condition soever shall barter, trucke, or trade with the Indians, except he be thereunto appointed by lawful authority, upon paine of death.

No man shall dare to kill, or destroy any Bull, Cow, Calfe, Mare, Horse, Colt, Goate, Swine, Cocke, Henne, Chicken, Dogge, Turkie, or any tame Cattel, or Poultry, of what condition soever; whether his owne, or appertaining to another man, without leave from the Generall, upon paine of death in the Principall, and in the accessary, burning in the Hand, and losse of his eares, and unto the concealer of the same foure and twenty houres whipping, with addition of further punishment, as shall be thought fitte by the censure, and verdict of a Martiall Court.

Ther shall no man or woman, Launderer or Launderesse, dare to wash any uncleane Linnen, drive bucks, or throw out the water or suds of fowle cloathes, in the open streete, within the Pallizadoes, or within forty foote of the same, nor rench, and make cleane, any kettle, pot, or pan, or such like vessell within twenty foote of the olde well, or new Pumpe: nor shall any one aforesaid, within lesse than a quarter of one mile from the Pallizadoes, dare to doe the necessities of nature, since by thse unmanly, slothfull, and loathsome immodesties, the whole Fort may bee choaked, and poisoned with ill aires, and so corrupt (as in all reason cannot but much infect the same) and this shall they take notice of, and avoide, upon paine of whipping and further punishment, as shall be thought meete, by the censure of a martiall Court.

Every tradsman in their severall occupation, trade and function, shall duly and daily attend his worke upon his said trade or occupation, upon perill for his first fault, and negligence therin, to have his entertainment checkt for one moneth, for his second fault three moneth, for his third one yeare, and if he continue still unfaithfull and negligent therein, to be condemned to the Gally for three yeare.

Selected Laws from the Articles, Lawes, and Orders, Divine, Politique, and
Martiallfor the Colony ofVirginea: first established by Sir Thomas Gates
Knight, Lieutenant Generall, the 24th of May 1610.
No. 6 Everie man and woman duly twice upon the first tolling of the Bell shall upon the working daies repaire [go] unto the Church, to hear divine Service upon pain of losing his or her dayes allowance [ration of food] for the first omission, for the second to be whipt, and for the third to be condemned to the Gallies for six Moneths [ships for six months].
No. 8 He that upon pretended malice, shall murther or take the life of any man, shall bee punished with death.
No. 11 He that shall take an oath untruly, or beare false witnesse in any cause, or against any man whatsoever, shall be punished with death.
No. 15 No man of what condition soever shall barter, trucke, or trade with the Indians, except he be appointed by lawful authority, upon paine of death.
No. 16   There shall be no man or woman, Launderer or Launderesse, dare to wash any uncleane Linnen, drive bucks, or throw out the water or suds from fowle cloathes, in the open street, within the Pallizadoes, or within forty foote of the same.. .upon paine of whipping and further punishment...
No. 23 No man shall imbezell, lose, or willingly breake, or fraudulently make away, either Spade, Shovell, Hatchett, Axe, Mattocke, or other toole or instrument upon paine of whipping.

Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation 2006
     Colonial America PRIMARY SOURCES TEACHING KIT
Trial of Mary Easty
1692
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Rebecca Nurse was accused of witchcraft. 
http://www.bookrags.com/printfriendly/?p=gale&u=the-examination-of-rebecca-nurse-16-wia-01

In case the book Mysteries in History American History by Teacher Created Resources is not available, a script online that could be used is available at: http://www.bookrags.com/printfriendly/?p=gale&u=the-examination-of-rebecca-nurse-16-wia-01
Things to Remember While Reading the Examination of Rebecca Nurse:

· Historians have concluded that long-standing boundary disputes between the Putnam family and other Salem villagers (see Chapter 4) played a major role in Nurse's arrest. Although her husband had not been an active member of the anti-Putnam group, he had had conflicts over land with Nathaniel Putnam, a relative of Thomas Putnam, who was the father of Ann Putnam, Jr., and himself a main force in the witch-hunts. 

· Abigail Williams was a niece of Samuel Parris (see biography entry), an ally of the Putnams, she and lived in the Parris household, which was the center of witchcraft allegations. 

· Nurse's own family, the Townes, had been bitter enemies of the Putnams; her sisters, Sarah Cloyce and Elizabeth Procter, were soon arrested as witches. 

From the Examination of Rebecca Nurse

In the following excerpt from the preliminary hearing held on March 24, 1692, the day after her arrest, Nurse is questioned by chief magistrate John Hathorne (spelled "Harthorn" here). People giving evidence against her are Abigail Williams, Ann Putnam, Jr., Ann Putnam, Sr., Edward Putnam (brother of Thomas Putnam), Thomas Putnam, and Salem villagers Henry Kenney, Mary Walcott, and Elizabeth Hubbard. The questions and answers were recorded by a court clerk (reporter), who inserted commentary about the proceedings.

Mr. Harthorn: "What do you say (speaking to one afflicted), have you seen this woman hurt?"
[Ann Putnam] "Yes, she beat me this morning."
[Harthorn] "Abigail [Williams], have you been hurt by this woman?"
[Abigail] "Yes."
Ann Putnam, in a grevious fit, cried out that she hurt her.
[Harthorn] "Goody Nurse, here are two—Ann Putnam the child and Abigail Williams—complains of your hurting them. What do you say to it?"
[Nurse] "I can say before my Eternal Father, I am innocent, and God will clear my innocency."
[Harthorn] "Here is never a one in the assembly but desires it. But if guilty you be pray God discover you."
[Court clerk] Then Hen[ry] Kenney rose to speak.
[Harthorn] "Goodman Kenney, what do you say?"
[Court clerk] Then he entered his complaint and farther said that since this Nurse came into the house he was twice seized with an amazed condition.
[Harthorn] "Here are not only these, but here is [Ann Putnam, Sr.] the wife of Mr. Tho[mas] Putnam who accuseth you by creditable information, and that both of tempting her to iniquity and of greatly hurting her."
[Nurse] "I am innocent and clear, and have not been able to get out of doors these 8 or 9 days."
[Harthorn] "Mr. Putnam, give in what you have to say."
[Court clerk] Then Mr. Edward Putnam gave in his relate.
[Harthorn] "Is this true, Goody Nurse?"
[Nurse] "I never afflicted a child, never in my life."
[Harthorn] "You see these accuse you. Is it true?"
[Nurse] "No."
[Harthorn] "Are you an innocent person, relating to this witchcraft?"
[Court clerk] Here Tho[mas] Putnam's wife cried out: Did you not bring the Black man with you? Did you not bid me tempt God and die? How oft have you eat and drunk your own damnation? What do you say to them?"
[Nurse] "Oh Lord, help me,["] and spread out her hands, and the afflicted were grievously vexed.
[Harthorn] "Do you see what a solemn condition these are in? When your hands are loose, the persons are afflicted."
[Court clerk] Then Mary Walcott (who often heretofore said she had seen her, but never could say, or did say, that she either pinched or bit her, or hurt her) and also Elis[abeth] Hubbard, under the like circumstances, both openly accused her of hurting them.
[Harthorn] "Here are these 2 grown persons now accuse you. What say you? Do not you see these two afflicted persons, and hear them accuse you?"
[Nurse] "The Lord knows. I have not hurt them. I am an innocent person."
What Happened Next . . .

During the hearing many of Nurse's neighbors spoke in her behalf, vehemently proclaiming that she was a good citizen and the least likely person to engage in witchcraft. Nevertheless, she was brought to trial on the basis of spectral evidence—the girls' claim that she had afflicted them through her spirit—and the testimony of mulitple witnesses. Initially Nurse was found "not guilty," but Massachusetts Governor William Phipps bowed to pressure and ordered a second trial (see Chapter 4). Historians speculate that Nurse's deafness, a condition she developed in later years, prevented her from adequately responding to questions. As a result, in spite of her continued protestations of innocence, the jury finally concluded that she was lying and found her guilty. After being excommunicated from the church, Nurse was hanged on July 19, 1692, along with four other convicted witches.

Did You Know . . .

Many of the bodies of the accused and executed witches were buried in shallow, unmarked graves. However, there is historical evidence that the body of Rebecca Nurse was secretly removed from its grave and given a proper burial. This grave still lacked any marking, for fear that someone might desecrate (violate or vandalize) the site.

Edited by Karen O. Kupperman
Student Booklet for Crime Scenario

Articles, Lawes, and Orders, Divine, Politique, and Martiall for the Colony in Viginea: first established by Sir Thomas Gates Knight, Lieutenant Generall, the 24th of May 1610, exemplified and approved by the Right Honourable Sir Thomas West Knight, Lord Lawair, Lord Governur and Captaine Generall the 12th of June 1610. Againe exemplified and enlarged by Sir Thomas Dale Knight, Marshall, and Deputie Governour, the 22nd of June. 1611. 
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Articles, Lawes, and Orders, Divine, Politique, and Martiall for the Colony in Viginea: first established by Sir Thomas Gates Knight, Lieutenant Generall, the 24th of May 1610, exemplified and approved by the Right Honourable Sir Thomas West Knight, Lord Lawair, Lord Governur and Captaine Generall the 12th of June 1610. Againe exemplified and enlarged by Sir Thomas Dale Knight, Marshall, and Deputie Governour, the 22nd of June. 1611. 
Whereas his Majestie like himselfe a most zealous Prince hath in his owne Realmes a principall care of true Religion, and reverence to God, and hath always strictly commaunded his Generals and Governours, with all his forces wheresoever, to let their waies be like his ends, for the glorie of God. 

And forasmuch as no good service can be performed, or warre well managed, where militarie discipline is not observed, and militarie discipline cannot be kept, where the rules or chiefe parts thereof, be not certainly set downe, and generally knowne, I have (with the advise and counsel of Sir Thomas Gates Knight, Lieutenant Generall) adhered unto the lawes divine, and orders politique, and martiall of his Lordship (the same exemplified) an addition of such others, as I have found either the necessitie of the present State of the Colonie to require, or the infancie, and weaknesse of the body thereof, as yet able to digest, and doe now publish them to all persons in the Colonie, that they may as well take knowledge of the Lawes themselves, as of the penaltie and punishment, which without partialitie shall be inflicted upon the breakers of the same. 

1 First since we owe our highest and supreme duty, our greatest, and all our allegiance to him, from whom all power and authoritie is derived, and flowes as from the first, and onely fountaine, and being especiall souldiers emprest in this sacred cause, we must alone expect our successe from him, who is onely the blesser of all good attempts, the King of kings, the command of commaunders, and Lord of Hostes, I do strictly command and charge all Captaines and Officers, of what qualitie or nature soever, whether commanders in the field, or in towne, or townes, forts or fortresses, to have a care that the Almightie God bee duly and daily served, and that they call upon their people to heare Sermons, as that also they diligently frequent Morning and Everning praier themselves by their owne exemplar and daily life, and dutie herein, encouraging others thereunto, and that such, who shall often and willfully absent themselves, be duly punished according to the martiall law in that case provided. 

5 No man shall speake any word, or do any act, which may tend to the derision, or despight of Gods holy word upon paine of death: Nor shall any man unworthily demeane himselfe unto any Preacher, or Minister of the same, but generally hold them in all reverent regard, and dutiful intreatie, otherwise he the offender shall openly be whipt three times, and ask publike forgivenesse in the assembly of the congregation three several Saboth daies. 

6 Everie man and woman duly twice a day upon the first towling of the Bell shall upon the working daies repaire unto the Church, to hear divine Service upon pain of losing his or her dayes allowance for the first omission, for the second to be whipt, and for the third omission, for the seond to be whipt, and for the third to be condemned to the Gallies for six Moneths. Likewise no man or woman shall dare to violate or breake the Sabboth by any gaming, publique, or private abroad, or at home, but duly sanctifie and observe the same, both himselfe and his familie, by preparing themselves at home with private prayer, that they may be the better fitted for the publique, according to the commandements of God, and the orders of our Church, as also every man and woman shall repaire in the morning to the divine service, and Sermons preached upon the Saboth day, and in the afternoon to divine service, and Catechising, upon paine for the first fault to lose their provision, and allowance for the whole weeke following, for the second to lose the allowance, and also to be whipt, and the third to suffer death. 

10 No man shall bee found guilty of Sacriledge, which is a Trespasse as well committed in violating and abusing any sacred ministry, duty or office of the Church, irreverently, or prophanely, as by being a Church robber, to filch, steale or carry away any thing out of the Church appertaining thereunto, or unto any holy, and consecrated place, to the divine Service of God, which no man should doe upon paine of death: likewise he that shall rob the store of any commodities therein, of what quality soever, whether provisions of victuals, or of Arms, Trucking stuffe, Apparrell, Linnen, or Wollen, Hose or Shooes, Hats or Caps, Instruments or Tooles of Steele, Iron, etc. or shall rob from his fellow souldier, or neighbour, any thing that is his, victuals, apparel, household stuffe, toole, or what necessary else soever, by water or land, out of boate, house, or knapsack, shall bee punished with death. 

11 Hee that shall take an oath untruly, or beare false witnesse in any cause, or against any man whatsoever, shall be punished with death. 

12 No manner of person whatsoever, shall dare to detract, slaunder, calumniate, or utter unseemely, and unfitting speeches, either against his Majesties Honourable Councell for this Colony, resident in England, or against the Committees, Assistants unto the said Councell, or against the zealous indeavors, and intentions of the whole body of Adventurers for this pious and Christian Plantation, or against any publique booke, or bookes, which by their mature advise, and grave wisdoms, shall be thought fit, to be set foorth and pulist, for the advancement of the good of this Colony, and the felicity thereof, upon paine for the first time so offending, to bee whipt three severall times, and upon his knees to acknowledge his offence and to aske forgivenesse upon the Saboth day in the assembly of 

the condemned to the Galley for three yeares, and for the third time so offending to be punished with death. 

13 No manner of Person whatsoever, contrarie to the word of God (which tyes every particular and private man, for conscience sake to obedience, and duty of the Magistrate, and such as shall be placed in authoritie over them), shall detract, slaunder, calumniate, murmur, mutenie, resist, disobey, or neglect the commaundments, either of the Lord Governour, and Captaine Generall, the Lieutenant Generall, the Martiall, the Councell, or any authoritised Captaine, Commaunder or publike Officer, upon paine for the fist time so offending to be whipt three severall times, and upon his knees to acknowledge his offence, with asking forgivenesse upon the Saboth day in the assembly of the congregation, and for the second time so offending to be condemned to the Gally for three yeares: and for the third time so offending to be punished with death. 
14 No man shall give any disgracefull words, or commit any act to the disgrace of any person in this Colonie, or any part thereof, upon paine of being tied head and feete together, upon the guard everie night for the space of one moneth, besides to bee publikely disgraced himselfe, and be made uncapable ever after to possesse any place, or execute any office in this imployment. 

17 No Cape Marchant, or Provant Master, or Munition Master, or Truck Master, or keeper of any store, shall at any time imbezell, sell, or give away any thing under 

his Charge to any Favorite, of his, more then unto any toehr, whome necessity shall require in that case to have extraordinary allowance of Provisions, nor shall they give a false accompt unto the Lord Governour, and Captaine Generall, unto the Lieuetenant Generall, unto the Marshall, or any deputed Governor, at any time having the command of the Colony, with intent to defraud the said Colony, upon paine of death. 

19 There shall be no Captain, Master, Marriner, saylor, or any else of what quality or condition soever, belonging to any Ship or Sheips, at this time remaining, or which shall hereafter arrive within this our River, bargaine, buy, truck, or trade with any one member in this Colony, man, woman, or child, for any toole or instrument of iron, steel or what else, whether appertaining to Smith Carpenter, Joyner, Shipwright, or any manuall occupation, or handicraft man whatsoever, resident within our Colonie, nor shall they buy or bargaine, for any apparel, linen, or wollen, houholdstuffe, bedde, bedding, sheete towels, napkins, brasse, pewter, or such like, eyther for ready money, or provisions, nor shall they exchange their provisions, of what quality soever, whether Butter, Cheese, Bisket, meal, Oatmele, Aquavite, oyle, Bacon, any kind of Spice, or such like, for any such aforesaid instruments, or tooles, apparel, or householde, at any time, or so long as they shall here remain, from the date of these presents upon paine of losse of their wages in England, confiscation and forteiture of such their monies and provisions, and upon peril beside of such corporall punishment as shall be inflicted upon them by verdict and censure of a martiall Court: Nor shall any officer, soldier, or Trades man, or any else of what sort soever, members of this Colony, dare to sell any such Toole, or instruments, necessary and usefull, for the businesse of the Colonie, or trucke, sell, exchange, or give away his apparel, or household stuffe of what sort soever, unto any such Seaman, either for mony, or any such foresaid provisions, upon paine of 3 times severall whipping, for the one offender, and the other upon peril of incurring censure, whether of disgrace, or addition of such punishment, as shall bee thought fit by a Court martiall. 

20 Whereas sometimes heretofore the covetous and wide affections of some greedy and ill disposed Seamen, Saylers, and Marriners, laying hold upon the advantage of the present necessity, under which the Colongy sometimes suffered, have sold unto our people, provisions of Meale, Oatmeale, Bisket, Butter, Cheese etc., at unreasonable reates, and prises unconsciounable: for avoiding the like to bee now put in practice, there shall no Captain, Master, Marriner, or Saylor, or what Officer else belonging to any ship, or shippes, now within our river, or hereafter which shall arrive, shall dare to bargaine, exchange, barter, truck, trade, or sell, upon paine of death, unto any one Landman member of this present Colongy, any provisions of what kind soever, abover the determined valuations, and prises, set downe and proclaimed, and sent therefore unto each of your severall ships, to bee fixed upon your Maine mast, to the intent that want of due notice, and ignorance in this case, be no excuse, or plea, for any one offender herein. 

28 No souldier or tradesman, but shall be readie, both in the morning, and in the afternoone, upon the beating of the Drum, to goe out unto his worke, nor shall hee return home, or from his worke, before the Drum beate againe, and the officer appointed for that businesse, bring him of, upon peril for the first fault to lie upon the Guard head and heeles together all night, for the second time so faulting to be whipt, and for the third time so offending to be condemned to the Gallies for yeare. 

30 He that shall conspire any thing against the person of the Lord Governour, and Captaine Generall, against the Lieutenant Generall, or against the Marshall, or against any publike service commaunded by them, for the dignitie, and advancement of the good of the Colony, shall be punished with death: and he that shall have knowledge of any such pretended act of disloyalty or treason, and shall not reveale the same unto his Cataine, or unto the Governour of that fort or towne wherein he is, within the space of one houre, shall for the concealing of the same after that time, be not onely 

held an accessory, but alike culpable as the principall traitor or conspirer, and for the same likewise he shall suffer death. 

32 Whosoever Seaman, or Landman of what qualitie, or in what place of command soever, shall be imployed upon any discovery, trade, or fishing voyage into any of the rivers within the precincts of our Colonie, shall for the safety of those men who are committed to his command, stand upon good and carefull guard, for the prevention of any treachery in the Indian, and if they touch upon any shore, they shal be no lesse circumspect, and warie, with good and carefull guard day and night, putting forth good Centinell, and observing the orders and discipline of watch and ward, and when they have finished the discovery, trade, or fishing, they shall make hast with all speed, with such Barke or Barkes, Pinisse, Gallie, Ship.etc. as they shall have the command of, for the same purpose, to James towne againe, not presuming to goe beyond their commission, or to carry any such Barke or Barkes, Gally, Pinnice, Ship. Etc for England or any other countrey in the actuall possession of any Christian prince, upon peril to be held an enemie to this plantation, and traitor thereunto, and accordingly to lie liable unto such censure of punishment (if they arrive in England) as shall be thought fit by the Right Honourable Lords, his Majesties Councell for this Colonie, and if it shall so happen, that he or they shall be prevented, and brought backe hither againe into the 

Colonie, their treacherous flight to be punished with death. 

33 There is not one man nor woman in this Colonie now present, or hereafter to arrive, but shall give up an account of his and their faith, and religion, and repaire unto the Minister, that by his conference with them, hee may understand, and gather, whether heretofore they have beene sufficiently instructed, and catechized in the principles and grounds of Religion, whose weaknesse and ignorance herein, the Minister finding, and advising them in all love and charitie, to repaire often unto him, to receive therein a greater measure of knowledge, if they shal refuse so to repaire unto him, and he the Minister give notice thereof unto the Governour, or that chiefe officer of that towne or fort, wherein he or she, the parties so offending shall remaine, the Governour shall cause the offender for his first time of refusal to be whipt, for the second time to be chipt twice, and to acknowledge his fault upon the Saboth day, in the assembly of the congregation, and for the third time to be whipt every day until he hath made the same acknowledgement, and asked forgivenesse for the same, and shall repaire unto the Minister, to be further instructed as aforesaid: and upon the Saboth when the Minister shall catechize, and of him demund any question concerning his faith and knowledge, he shall not refuse to make answere upon the same perill. 

35 No Captaine, Master, or Mariner, of what condition soever, shall depart or carry out of our river, any Ship, Barke, Barge, Gally, Pinnace etc. Roaders belonging to the Colonie, either now therein, or hither arriving, without leave and commission from the Generall or chiefe Commaunder of the Colonie upon paine of death. 

36 No man or woman whatsoever, members of this Colonie, shall sell or give unto any Captaine, Marriner, Master, or Sailer, etc. any commoditie of this countrey, of what quality soever, to be transported out of the Colonie, for his or their owne private uses, upon paine of death. 

37 If any souldier indebted, shall refuse to pay his debts unto his creditor, his creditor shall informe his Captaine, if the Captaine cannot agree the same, the creditor shall informe the Marshals civill and principall officer, who shall preferred for the creditor a bill of complaint at the Marshals Court, where the creditor shal have Justice. 

All such Bakers as are appointed to bake bread, or what else, either for the store to be given out in generall, or for any one in particular, shall not steale nor imbezell, losse, or defraud any man of his due and proper weight and measure, nor use any dishonest and deceiptfull tricke to make the bread weigh heavier, or make it courser upon purpose to keepe backe any part or measure of the flower or meale committed unto him, nor aske, take, or detaine any one loaafe more or lesse for his hire or paines for so baking, since whilest he who delivered unto him such meale or flower, being to attend the businesse of the Colonie, such baker or bakers are imposed upon no other service or duties, but onely so to bake for such as do worke, and this shall hee take notice of, upon paine for the first time offending herein of losing his eares, and for the second time to be condemned a yeare to the Gallies, and for the third time offending, to be condemned to the Gallies for three yeares. 

All such cookes as are appointed to seeth, bake or dresse any manner of way, flesh, fish, or what else, of what kind soever, either for the generall company, or for any private man, shall not make lesse, or cut away any part or parcel of such flesh, fish, etc. Nor detaine or demaund any part or parcel, as allowance or hire for his so dressing the same, since as aforesaid of the baker, hee or they such Cooke or Cookes, exempted from other publike works abroad, are to attend such seething and dressing of such publike flesh, fish, or other provisions of what kinde soever, as their service and duties expected from them by the Colony, and this shall they take notice of, upon paine for the first time offending herein, of losing his eares, and for the second time to be condemned a yeare to the Gallies: and for the third time offending to be condemned to the Gallies for three yeares. 

All fishermen, dressers of Sturgeon or such like appointed to fish, or to cure the said Sturgeon for the use of the Colonie, shall give a just and true account of all such fish as they shall take by day or night, of what kinde soever, the same to bring unto the Governour: As also of all such kegges of Sturgeon or Caviare as they shall prepare and cure upon peril for the first time offending herein, of loosing his eares, and for the second time to be condemned a yeare to the Gallies, and for the third time offending, to be condemned to the Gallies for three yeares. 

Every Minister or Preacher shall every Sabboth day before Catechising, read all these lawes and ordinances, publikely in the assembly of the congregation upon paine of his entertainment checkt for that weeke.[image: image18][image: image19]
GRECC





 TAH III  Participants:


Norma Simpson,  Joan Tinnell,


Sheri Turpin & Penny Gaskins


February 21, 2009





Teaching American History Grant:


Colonial Punishment:





�





�





S.P.A.T. Article Scoring Guide





Abigail Williams and Ann Putnam, Jr. v. Mary Easty, John Willard, and Mary Witheridge


The Deposistion of Abigaill williams and Ann putnam who testifieth and saith that we both goeing along with goodman Abby and Sarah Trask the 20th of may 1692 to the house of Constable Jno: putnam to se mercy lewes. as we ware in the way we both saw the Apperishtion of Gooddy Estick the very same woman that was sent whom the other day: and also the Apperishtion of Goody Estick tould us both that now she was afflecting of Mircy lewes because she would not clear hir as others did and w'n came to who laye speachless and in a sad condition we saw there the Apperishtions of gooddy Estick and Jno. willard and mary witheridge afflecting and choaking mircy lewes in a most dreadfull maner.which did most greviously affright us and immediatly gooddy Estick did fall upon us and tortor us allso Redy to choake us to death


Abigail Williams and An putnam Testified to the truth of the abous'd Evedence


Salem Village May the 23d. 1692


Before us *John Hathorne *Jonathan. Corwin Assists
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The humble petition of us whose names are subscribed hereunto now prisoners at Ipswich humbly showeth, that some of us have lyen in the prison many monthes, and some of us many weekes, who are charged with witchcraft, and not being conscious to our selves of any guilt of that nature lying upon our consciences; our earnest request is that seeing the winter is soe far come on that it can not be expected that we should be tryed during this winter season, that we may be released out of prison for the Present upon Bayle to answer what we are charged with in the Spring. For we are not in this unwilling nor afrayd to abide the tryall before any Judicature apoynted in convenient season of any crime of that nature; we hope you will put on the bowells of compassion soe far as to consider of our suffering condicion in the present state we are in, being like to perish with cold in lying longer in prison in this cold season of the yeare, some of us being aged either about or nere fourscore some though younger yet being with child, and one giving suck to a child not yet ten weekes old, and all of us weake and infirme at the best, and one fettered with irons this halfe yeare, and allmost distroyed with soe long an imprisonment. Thus hoping you will grant us a release at the present that we may be not be left to perish in this miserable condicion. We shall always pray, et.
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�IF any man after Legal Conviction (hall HAVE or WOR�SHIP any other God but the L O R D GO D, he (hall be put to death, Exod. 22.20. Deut ij, 6, to. Dcttt 17. 2^6.


Witch-craft, .” If any Man or Woman be a WITCH, that is, Hath or Con-fulteth with a familiar Spirit they (hall be put to death, Sxod. 22. it. Levit, 20,27. Deut. ig.to,u.


3.	If any Perfon within this Jurifdiction, whether Chriftian or Pagan,�{hall wittingly and willingly prefume to BLASPHEME the holy name�of God, F A T H E R, S O N, or H O L Y-G HO S T, with direft, exprefle,�prefumptuous, or high-handed Blafpemy, either by wilfull or obftinate de��nying the true God, or his Creation, or Government of the World, or ftiall�curfe God in like manner, or reproach the holy Religion of God, as if it�were but a politick devifc ; to keep ignorant men in awe ; or (hall utter any�other kind of Blafphemy of the like nature and degree, they (hall be pur •�to death, Levit. 24. if, 16-,


Murtker.


4.	If any perfon (hall commit any wilful! M U R T H £ R upon pre��meditate malice, hatred or cruelty, not in a mans neceffary and juft defence,�nor by meer cafualty againft his will, he (hall be put to death, Exod. 2 r,�t2, ,$, Numb. if. f i,





y. If any ^ perfon flaveth another fuddenly, in his AKGER or CRU�of paffion, he (hall be put to death,


ELTY so, ti


Levit, '134, 17. Numb.


ELTY so, ti


Levit, '134, 17. Numb.


u. If any Man CONSPIRE and ATTEMPT any IKVA-SIGN, IKSURRECTION or publick REBELLION againft our Ccnurton-wealth: or mail endeavour to furprize any Town ot Towns, RtbelKot), Fact or Forts therein; or ftull Treacherously and perrideoufly attempt the Alteration and Subverfion of our frame of Polity or Government funda�mentally, he (hail be put to death, 3*{umb. if. 2Sam. 3, 2.. Sam. is, 2 Sam, 20.





13. If any Childe or Children above fixteen yeats old, and of fuffi- Children cicnt undetftanding,  (halt  CURSE   or  SMITE  their natural FA- ctirftor T H E R or MOTHER, he or they ihall be put to death, unlefs it can fain T»g, be fcfficictitly tcftificd, that the Parents have been very unchriftianly negligent rents, in the education of fcch Children, or fo provoked them by extreme and ciiiel Corteclicn,that they have been forced thereunto to prefetve thcm-feSves from Death or Maiming, Exod. 21. >7.Levit.fo.f.Excd.2i.;/.





18. If a Man have a STUBBORN or REBELLOUS SON of fufficknt years of undcrftanding will nut obey the voice of his TratYier, or xVie vwce of hvs Mother, and that when they had chaftcncd him, will not hearken unto them, then fhall his Father and Mother, being his natural Parents lay hold on him, and bring him to the Magiftratcs aflemblcd in Court, and tcfiifie unto them, that their Son is flubbom and rebellious, and will not obey their voice and chaftifemcnt, but lives in fundry and notorious Crimes: fucha fonihall be put to death, Deut. 12. 24,21





Rebecca Nurse was an ailing seventy-one-year-old great-grandmother and faithful Salem village church member when she was arrested as a witch in March 1692.








