GRREC’s Teaching American History Grant

 History as Mystery Lesson Plan
Lesson Topic: Three Branches of Government

Team Name: A Perfect Union

Teachers: Tracy Gibson, Chris Kirkwood, J.D. Duncan, Barbara Rowland

Overview


This lesson is designed for use in a 5th grade Social Studies classroom.  The lesson will take approximately two one-hour class sessions to complete.  Included in this document are the lesson plan, all resources needed, and assessment tools.


The mystery strategy used in this lesson is taken from a book called Mystery by Silver, Strong, and Perini.  The design of this strategy is based on a hands-on, self directed learning approach.  More responsibility is placed on the student to actively and independently extract evidence from the clues provided at several research stations set up by the teacher in advance.  

Students will be provided an anticipation guide and are required to complete their predictions as to what they feel they are about to learn. There is a bit of site preparation required of the teacher to set up the five stations for group rotations. However, after the initial setup students should be able to rotate from station to station with little or no supervision from the teacher.   

Students will be assigned to a factitious historical investigative team and will be required to conduct the necessary analysis of clues to answer the following questions and determine just what the founding fathers were thinking! How did the founding fathers set up our government so that not one person has all of the power?  What process do we have in place that will insure this?  

Students will demonstrate their knowledge by participating in and completing a task rotation as a culminating formative assessment.

	1.  History Mystery Question

	How do the separation of powers and checks and balances protect against an abuse of power by one branch of government?


	2.  Targeted Standards:  (KY Core Content, Program of Studies, Academic Expectations)

	SS-05-1.1.2

Students will explain and give examples of how democratic governments function (by making, enacting and enforcing laws) to promote the “common good” (e.g., public smoking ban, speed limits, seat belt requirements).

DOK 3

SS-5-GC-S-1

Students will demonstrate an understanding of government, using information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts, interviews, digital and environmental):

a) investigate the basic functions of the United States Government, as defined in the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, (e.g., establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, secure the blessings of liberty) and explain their significance today
b) explain how democratic governments work to promote the “common good” (e.g.,making, enacting, enforcing laws that protect rights and property of all citizens)

SS-5-GC-U-1

Students will understand that the government of the United States was developed from a colonial base of representative democracy by people who envisioned an independent country and new purposes for the government.
SS-05-1.3.1

Students will explain the basic principles of democracy (e.g., justice, equality, responsibility, freedom) found in significant U.S. historical documents (Declaration of Independence, U. S. Constitution, Bill of Rights) and analyze why they are important to citizens today.

DOK 3

SS-5-GC-S-3

Students will analyze information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts, interviews, digital and environmental) to describe fundamental values and principles of American democracy (e.g., liberty, justice) found in the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution; explain their significance today

SS-5-GC-U-3

Students will understand that the fundamental values and principles (e.g., liberty, justice, individual human dignity) of American democracy are expressed in historical documents (e.g., the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United States, including the Preamble and the Bill of Rights).

SS-05-1.2.1

Students will identify the three branches of the U.S. Government, explain the basic duties of each branch (executive-enforce the laws, legislative-make the laws, judicial- interpret the laws) and identify important national/federal offices/leaders, (President, Vice-President, Congress, House, Senate, U.S. Senators, U.S. Representatives, U.S. Supreme Court, judges) associated with each branch. 

DOK 2

SS-5-GC-S-2

Students will describe the basic duties of the three branches of government (executive, legislative, judicial); explain why the framers of the U.S. Constitution felt it was important to establish a government with limited powers that are shared among different branches and different levels (e.g., local, state, federal)

SS-5-GC-U-4

Students will understand that the Constitution of the United States establishes a government of limited powers that are shared among different levels and branches.
SS-05-1.2.2

Students will explain why the framers of the Constitution felt it was important to establish a government where powers are shared across different levels (local, state, national/federal) and branches (executive, legislative, judicial).

	3.  Critical Vocabulary     (What vocabulary will they need to know?  How will you teach it?)

	1. executive          6. judicial

2. legislative         7. powers

3. balance             8. Congress

4. bill                     9. democracy

5.  veto                  10. checks and balances

Thoughtful Education ---C.O.D.E. CONNECT, ORGANIZE, DEEP PROCESS, and EXERCISE

Teachers may select any combination of strategies in each category of  C.O.D.E.. We have chosen the following activities. 

To activate students’ prior knowledge, the teacher will give the students these vocabulary words to analyze.  The students will group the words by association.  Teacher will have students draw triangle organizers in their vocabulary notebooks.  Students will place one word of each group on each end of the triangle.  The students will then write down the connection between each word on the sides of the triangle.  After writing down the connections, the students will write a brief interpretation for the meaning of all of the words.

Resources for C.O.D.E. can be found @ www.thoughtfulclassroom.com/PDF/port-vocabulary-wb.pdf   

A three-way tie is located at enclosure 1. 



	4. The Lesson Hook   (Encountering the Problem) 

	The students will view a video (movie maker) describing three different forms of government.  They will be asked to choose which form of government they would prefer: dictator, democracy, or monarchy.  Teacher will explain that when the United States’ founding fathers got together to develop a government, they wanted to make sure that not one person had all of the power because that was one of the reasons that we wanted independence from Great Britain.  Ask the students: How did the founding fathers set up our government so that not one person has all of the power?  What process do we have in place that will insure this?  With this lesson we will complete an investigation to see just what the founding fathers were thinking.



	5.  Examining and Interpreting the Clues (Include all clues or sources that students will use to answer the mystery. Include directions for students, amount of time required, resources needed, specific instructions for implementing the lesson, etc.) 

	Students will be given an anticipation guide at the beginning of the class and will be required to complete as much of it as possible with their predictions as to what they are about to learn.

Other resources include;

CLUES:

Social studies textbook containing the Constitution in the resource section.

Movie Maker video of an interview with and education specialist from the National Constitution Center.

School House Rock video “Three Ring Circus” & “How a Bill Becomes Law.”

Graphic Organizer for classroom, three branches of government. (At enclosure 4) 
ASSESSMENT;
Graphic Organizer for each article of Constitution and branch of government accordingly (At enclosure 4)

Graphic Organizer Scoring Guide (At enclosure 5)
Task Rotation  (At enclosure 6)

Task Rotation Rubric (At enclosure 7)

I’m Just a Bill Organizer (At enclosure 8)

Sample Constitution Organizer (At enclosure 9)

Writing Sample on “Why Laws are Important”  (At enclosure 10)

	6. Establishing the Hypothesis (Include the instructions for students as well as a graphic organizer for them to use for collecting data.)

	Directions for lesson; 

1. 10 minutes- Students will be given an anticipation guide (@ encl. 2) that they will fill out before starting the investigation.  They will use this guide when investigating clues and change their responses if they find that they answered incorrectly.

2. 60 minutes- Students will be grouped into 5 groups.  Stations will be set up around the classroom, with students having to visit 5 stations.

Instructions for Stations 1 – 3: Students will analyze the Constitution using the Constitution found in the resource section of their social studies textbook.  Explain to students that part of our investigation will be to research information found in the Constitution.  They will also be looking for any clues that let them know that the branches are balanced in power and each branch has limited power.  Students will be given a graphic organizer, with a directions sheet to complete for each Article, (@ encl 3 & 4 respectively.)    At the bottom of the chart they will list any clues they found about the branches of government being balanced and having limited power, as in the checks and balances.  

Station 1 – Legislative Branch - Tell students that their job is to find out what the duties are for the Legislative Branch from Articles 1 of the Constitution.  

Station 2 – Executive Branch - Tell students that their job is to find out what the duties are for the Executive Branch from Articles 2 of the Constitution.  
Station 3 – Judicial Branch - Tell students that their job is to find out what the duties are for the Judicial Branch from Articles 3 of the Constitution.  
            Station 4- Students will view the portion of the “School House Rock” video.

· “3 Ring Circus”

· “How a Bill Becomes a Law”

            Have students write down any clues from the video that lets them know that we have a  

            balanced government through checks and balances.  

            Station 5- Students will view a Movie Maker project filmed during a visit at the       Constitution Center in Philadelphia.  The tour guide explains what the members of the   Constitutional Convention job was and what they were thinking when they wrote our   Constitution.

The students will then go back to their anticipation guide and check to see if they can change their answers by reviewing the information they have taken down in the notes and classroom chart.  The teacher will then go back to the mystery question and the students will be asked to answer it with the knowledge that they have gained.  

	7.  Explaining the Hypothesis (What product will students use to explain their hypothesis?  Include the rubrics for assessment of products and student self-reflection.)


	The students will complete a task rotation for assessment.  The task rotation will be graded using the attached rubric in support of the student’s knowledge and explanation of their hypothesis.

	8.  Resources Used in the Lesson (Include a thorough bibliography of books, articles, websites, etc.)



	Teaching Resources:

· A three way-tie vocabulary graphic organizer @ enclosure 1

· Anticipation guide @ enclosure 2
· 3 Branches graphic organizer directions sheet @ enclosure 3 

· Graphic Organizer for each article of Constitution and branch of government accordingly @ enclosure 4
· Graphic Organizer scoring guide @ At enclosure 5
· Task Rotation  @ enclosure 6
· Task Rotation Rubric @ enclosure 7
· I’m Just a Bill Organizer @ enclosure 8
· Sample Constitution Organizer @ enclosure 9
· Writing Sample on “Why Laws are Important”  @ enclosure 10
· Three Branches Duties Grid @ enclosure 11
Clues:

· Video clip of an interview with an education specialist from the National Constitution Center

· Constitution

· Video “School House Rock, 3 Ring Circus and How a Bill Becomes a Law”

Websites:

     Lessons from The Thoughtful Classroom:  Word Works: Cracking Vocabulary's CODE
Retrieved  Jan 4th,  from  http://www.thoughtfulclassroom.com/index.php?act=viewProd&productId=59   

Books:

          Hayes, J. & Bergez, J. (Eds.). 2001. History Alive. Palo Alto: Teachers Curriculum Institute.

          Bernson, M., Howard, T., & Salinas, C. 2008. Harcourt Social Studies. Orlando: Harcourt   Inc.  

Videos:

Discovery Education: 2010. Speeches From History: Adolph Hitler. Retrieved Jan 9 from, http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=7205F2A8-797E-4971-AEF4-6604694FC04E&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US  


Enc. 1

A THREE-WAY TIE
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Lessons from The Thoughtful Classroom:  Making Students as Important as Standards. Retrieved  Jan 4th,  from www.thoughtfulclassroom.com  

Enc. 2

Pre-assessment
Check True or False

	Anticipation Guide
	True 
	False

	1. The U.S. Government is made up of 2 main branches.


	
	
	

	2. The President of the United States is a part of the judicial branch.


	
	
	

	3. If you were a judge in a federal court, you would be a member of the legislative branch.


	
	

	4. The branches of our government include the executive, the legislative, and the judicial.


	
	

	5. The legislative branch includes Congress, which consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives.
	
	

	6. The armed forces of the United States are part of the executive branch, and are commanded by the President of the United States
	
	

	7. As one of 100 members of the United States Senate, a senator is an important part of the legislative branch.


	
	

	8. The Supreme Court is the highest court in the United States of America.


	
	

	9.  Congress has veto powers.
	
	

	10.  The Supreme Court, federal courts, and circuit courts all make up the judicial branch of the United States Government.


	
	




Enc. 3
           

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
ON THE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT

Directions

On the next page is the framework for a graphic organizer in which you will use to organize the information during your investigation. During each station you will look for three things:

1. 
In each box, list at least five constitutional powers of that branch. You should also list three constitutional limits on that branch’s power.

2.
On the lines connecting the boxes, write at least one example of how the two branches check each other’s power. 

3.  
In the space in the center, summarize how power is separated among the three branches and give a reason why separation of powers is important.  Provide an example that illustrates your reason.

enc. 4
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Enc. 5
Graphic Organizer Scoring Guide

Good work completing the graphic organizer will reach the goals in the first column below. The items in the second column describe what your teacher will look for in determining whether your work meets the goals. 

	Goals


	Evidence
	Points

	Work demonstrates knowledge of Constitutional powers and limits on the branches of government. 
	· Lists five Constitutional powers of each branch of government. (1 points for each constitutional power) 

· Lists three constitutional limits on the powers of each branch of government. (1 points for each limit on power)
	36

	Work demonstrates knowledge of checks and balances.
	· Provides one example of how each branch checks the other two branches. (4 points per check)
	24

	Work demonstrates knowledge of the importance of separation of powers. 
	· In summary paragraph, explains the separation of powers, defining the role of each branch. (10 points)

· In summary paragraph, gives reason why separation of powers is important to our democracy. (10 points)

· Provides example of reason why separation of powers is important. (10 points)
	30


Outstanding (A) = 90+ points

Good (B) = 80-90 points

Satisfactory (C) = 70-80 points

Unsatisfactory = Less than 70 points
Enc. 6
Government Task Rotation

	
Mastery 

 We have just watched the video “School House Rock” and saw the process of how a bill becomes a law.  

Describe the step-by-step process of how a bill becomes a law.  You may choose to sing or write the lyrics to the song.
	Interpersonal


Why are laws important to you? Explain the importance of laws and how they affect you by writing a proficient paragraph with 4-5 good sentences.



	                Understanding 

Attached you will find a list of government powers and the three branches of government.  Look at the powers and decide which branch is responsible for that job.  Make a three- column chart on a piece of paper and label them: Executive, Judicial, and Legislative.  Write the job description under the branch it belongs to.


	                Self-Expressive 

Draw a visual of the three branches of government and how they balance each other out.  Be sure to label your diagram so that anyone would be able to understand the process.




	Government Task 
	Rotation Rubric

	Mastery

4 – Student is able to describe the entire step-by-step process of how a bill becomes a law through either singing the lyrics or writing down the steps, and shows full understanding of the process.

3 – Student is able to describe most of the step-by-step process of how a bill becomes a law through either singing the lyrics or writing down the steps, and shows some understanding of the process.

2 – Student is able to list some of the steps of how a bill becomes a law, but has minimal understanding of the process.

1– Student is able to identify at least one of the steps of how a bill becomes a law, but with little to no understanding.
	Interpersonal

4 – Student is able to explain the importance of laws and how they affect us in a well organized and effective paragraph with at least 5 sentences with proper punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

3 – Student is able to explain the importance of laws and how they affect us in an organized paragraph with at least 5 sentences with only a few errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

2 – Student is able to identify the importance of laws and how they affect us with at least 

3 - 5 sentences, but with errors in content or structure.
1– Student is able to identify laws and why they affect us in at least 3 sentences, but with several errors in content or structure.



	Understanding

4 – Student is able to correctly identify each of the branches of government and their job descriptions on a chart with no mistakes.

3 – Student is able to correctly identify most of the branches of government and their job descriptions on a chart with only one mistake.

2 – Student is able to identify some of the branches of government and their job descriptions on a chart with 2-3 mistakes.

1 – Student is able to identify the branches of government and a few of their job descriptions on a chart with several mistakes.


	Self-Expressive

4 – Student is able to correctly identify a visual of how the three branches of government balance each other with no mistakes and has maximum understanding of the process.

3 – Student is able to identify the branches of government and most of the ways that the branches of government balance each other, but only has some understanding of the process.

2 – Student is able to identify the branches of government and some of the ways that the branches of government balance each other out, but has minimal understanding of the process.

1– Student is able to identify the branches of government, but has little to no understanding of how each branch balances each other.


Enc. 7
Enc. 8
	
	I’m Just a Bill

Complete the flow chart by entering the correct sequence that a bill goes through in becoming a law.




Enc. 9
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Enc. 10
SAMPLE STUDENT RESPONSE: Why Laws are Important
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Enc. 11
	The Supreme Court

 (9 justices) and the Lower federal courts


	Judicial Branch

	Interprets Laws

	

	Can decide if a law is constitutional


	Reviews cases tried in lower courts



	Can decide if a Presidential action is constitutional


	

	Reviews court cases related to the Constitution and federal laws


	

	Legislative Branch 


	Makes rules for trade between states



	Congress (TWO HOUSES) Senate (100 members) and the House of Representatives (435 members)


	Declares war



	Makes Laws

	Sets and collects taxes

	Creates and passes bills (proposed laws) 


	Coins money



	Approves appointments and treaties (agreements) made by the President


	


	The President, Vice President, 14 Cabinet members (heads of 14 executive departments)

 
	Receives diplomats from other countries

 

	Carries Out (Executes) Laws


	Represents the U.S. at special ceremonies



	Signs into law or vetoes (rejects) bills passed by Congress


	Executive Branch

	Creates and passes bills (proposed laws) 


	Makes treaties with other countries 



	Commands the armed forces


	Appoints judges, ambassadors, and other federal officials






















Executive Branch





Legislative Branch





Judicial Branch



































An idea is submitted to a local congressman!
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