
History Mystery Lesson

The Preamble

Overview

The lesson focuses on the six purposes of the Preamble of the Constitution.  The main idea of the lesson is to make real-life connections to the students’ lives. The students will be given opportunities to demonstrate how the purposes of the Preamble apply to them. The lesson will last three to four days. Since the Preamble is not law, has no legal power, and is a theory of government, the students can connect parts of the Constitution to the principles of the Preamble.
The mystery lesson begins with a hook: How is the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution important to you? Students will be given a pre-test to determine their base-line understanding of the Preamble. Then they will be taught vocabulary of the Preamble by a Knowledge Rating Scale.  Students will play a mime game called “What’s Happening” that presents six situations protected by the Preamble and defend their answers. This activity will conclude with the video “School House Rock” to review and reinforce the Principles of the Preamble.

The students will act as detectives by using a variety of primary and secondary sources in electronic and print formats along with tactile objects as clues to answer the following mystery question.  How is the Preamble of the U.S. Constitution important to you?  They will be directed to different clue stations, follow the directions, and complete the activities. A movie maker will be a clue at one of the stations.  After collecting information from the clue stations, students will participate in a “Bucket Activity” to demonstrate how the Purposes of the Preamble apply to their everyday life. They will be required to defend their choices.

To explain their results after researching the hypothesis, the students will be given a task rotation activity which incorporates the four learning styles: Mastery, Interpersonal, Understanding, and Self-Expressive.  Before the students begin their task rotation they will review and explain how the Preamble applies to their lives.  They will choose one of the tasks from the different learning styles to demonstrate their understanding of the mystery question: How is the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution important to you?
GRREC’s Teaching American History Grant

 History as Mystery Lesson Plan
Lesson Topic: _____Six Principles of the Preamble
Team Name: ____Preamble Princess__________
Teachers’ Names:____Loretta Fleming, Lauren Urton, Shelly Greene, Karen_Hughes______________

	1.  History Mystery Question

	How is the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution important to you?



	2.  Targeted Standards:  (KY Core Content, Program of Studies, Academic Expectations)

	Core Content for Assessment:
SS-05-1.1.1

Students will describe the basic purposes of the U.S. Government as defined in the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution (to establish justice, to ensure domestic tranquility, to provide for the common defense, to promote the general welfare, to secure the blessings of liberty); give examples of services the U.S. Government provides (e.g., armed forces, interstate highways, national parks) and analyze the importance of these services to citizens today.

DOK 3
Program of Studies:
SS-5-GC-S-1

Students will demonstrate an understanding of government, using information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts, interviews, digital and environmental):

a) investigate the basic functions of the United States Government, as defined in the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, (e.g., establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, secure the blessings of liberty) and explain their significance today
Academic Expectations:
SS-5-GC-U-1

Students will understand that the government of the United States was developed from a colonial base of representative democracy by people who envisioned an independent country and new purposes for the government.



	3.  Critical Vocabulary     (What vocabulary will they need to know?  How will you teach it?)


	· Preamble
· Union

· Justice

· Domestic

· Defense

· Tranquility

· Welfare (note: 18th century idea of welfare is different from the 21st century meaning)
· Liberty

· Posterity

· Ordain

· Establish

· Constitution




	4. The Lesson Hook   (Encountering the Problem) 

	· Play a game called “What’s Happening?” (like charades)

· This game is to help students understand that without the Constitution, there would still be injustices in our country today.

· Students mime the situations that show various kinds of injustices.

· Divide the students into groups of 3 or 4 for the activity.

· Each group of students will draw a card out of a hat and will have 1-2 minutes to prepare a mime situation for the class.
· One group at a time will act out their situation in front of the other groups.  

· The other groups will be called on to guess “what’s happening.”

· Situations—write these on individual index cards for students to mime

Situations:

1. Girl not allowed to go to church to pray

2. Slaves being forced to work in the fields

3. A person shoplifting and no consequences for his or her action
4. Homeless person in need of food and shelter

5. Children playing games, but not following the rules

6. Children do not agree on a certain issue

· After students have mimed their situation, ask them the following questions:  1.) What’s happening?  2.) What’s the problem?  3.) Why do you think this is happening?  4.) How could these problems be resolved?
· Show Schoolhouse Rock—“The Preamble” and have the children sing-along. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNb9AoY5XXE 




	5.  Examining and Interpreting the Clues (Include all clues or sources that students will use to answer the mystery. Include directions for students, amount of time required, resources needed, specific instructions for implementing the lesson, etc.) 

	Examining and Interpreting the Clues
Day 1
Directions for Lesson
1. Hook- Game “What’s Happening” and “The Preamble” from School House Rock video.

2. Pre-test:  Purposes of Government—Have students to sketch a visual of each principle from the Preamble.  (Template attached)
3. Teach vocabulary using the Knowledge Rating Scale from the book Reading Strategies for Social Studies: Preamble, Union, Justice, Domestic, Defense, Tranquility, Welfare, Liberty, and Constitution (Template attached)
· Students will use the Knowledge Rating Scale form to better understand the vocabulary.

· The students will complete the middle three columns of the form independently. 

· The teacher will ask for the students level of understanding of each word by asking the students to either give a thumbs up for whether they “Know It Well,” a thumb pointed sideways if they have just “Have Heard/Seen It,” or thumbs down for “No Clue” about the word as the teacher reads each term.

· The teacher will give the definition for each term as the student takes notes on the Knowledge Rating Scale form. 

4. Debrief Activity-Three Way Tie(Template attached)
· The students will choose three of the six vocabulary words and show the relationship between the words.

· The student will place the three words at each vertex of a triangle. On the provided lines between each pair of words, students will write a sentence to show the relationship of the two words making sure to include the two vocabulary words.



	6. Establishing the Hypothesis (Include the instructions for students as well as a graphic organizer for them to use for collecting data.)

	Establishing the Hypothesis
Day 2/3
Introduce mystery question:  How is the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution important to you?
1. Set up the clue stations in various parts of the classroom.  The clues can be set up similar to learning centers.  Utilize computer stations and/or laptops around the room to show video clips.
· Clue Station #1:  To Form a More Perfect Union—(excerpts from the book, A More Perfect Union:  The Story of Our Constitution by Betsy & Giulio Maestro and an image of the Constitutional Convention)
· Clue Station #2:  Establish Justice—(tactile items showing justice, images of the current 9 justices and a courtroom, and excerpts from a famous court case)

· Clue Station #3:  Insure Domestic Tranquility—(Movie Maker of excerpts from Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, tactile items: police car, fire truck, and a Norman Rockwell painting)

· Clue Station # 4:  Provide for the Common Defense—(newspaper articles: current events, and image of soldiers)

· Clue Station # 5:  Promote the General Welfare—(movie maker project and images of women who made contributions in the medical field)
· Clue Station # 6:  Secure the Blessings of Liberty— (image of the Statue of Liberty and of the Bill of Rights document)
2. Divide students into heterogeneous into groups of 3-4 students.  
3. Pass out the graphic organizer “Principles of the Preamble from the Constitution” (Template attached) that explains what is expected from each student as they examine the clues. The group members will work together by completing the following directions, but each group member will be accountable for completing their own graphic organizer.
           Directions for graphic organizer
· Complete the assigned task.

· Discuss and decide with your group what the principle is.

· Complete the graphic organizer.

· Move to the next station.

4. The teacher will introduce each station and read the directions for the graphic organizer that student will complete for each station. 

5. Allow approximately 10-15 minutes for each station. 

6. Debrief.  Read the book We the Kids to the class.  Ask students which purpose of the Preamble is most important to them.  Students must justify their reasoning. 
7. Make sure to discuss the illustrations and how they relate to each principle of the Preamble. 
8. Bucket Activity-(Templates attached)
· The teacher will have signs of the six principles to be placed on the walls around the room. Place a bucket under each sign.
· The teacher will divide the students into pairs.

· Each pair will draw 4 cards from a bucket in the center of the room. The cards consist of real-life situations and pictures pertaining to the six purposes of the U.S. government as stated in the Preamble.
· Students will read about a situation or study the picture from the cards and determine to which principle the each card belongs. 

· The students must be able to justify the reasoning for their choice.

· Students will drop their card into the bucket of their choice.

9. Debrief – The teacher will take a card from each bucket and ask for the students to share their justification with the class.
10. Self-Reflection:  Students will complete the last column on the pre/posttest stating what they learned from the lesson.  In addition, students will reflect on how well their group worked together by answering the self-reflection questions on the posttest. 



	7.  Explaining the Hypothesis (What product will students use to explain their hypothesis?  Include the rubrics for assessment of products and student self-reflection.)


	Day 4

Explaining the Hypothesis - Assessment: Evaluating your Hypothesis Reflection – The Preamble

The students will use a task rotation to explain their hypothesis. This incorporates four learning styles: Mastery, Interpersonal, Understanding, and Self-Expressive. 

· History Mystery Question: How is the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution important to you?
· Prove or disprove your hypothesis? Provide some rationale and reasoning through your product. 
Students will create a product to answer the question “How is the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution important to you?”

Mastery
· Choose one purpose of the U.S. government as is stated in the Preamble to the Constitution. Summarize what you have learned about the principle you chose and why it is important to you.
· Rubric provided

· Template for writing summary provided

Interpersonal- 
· Choose one purpose of the U.S. government as is stated in the Preamble to the Constitution. 
· Write a letter to a friend telling them why that principle is important to you. Justify your reasoning.
· Rubric provided
· Letter writing template provided

Understanding- 

· Using the Preamble to the constitution categorize the purposes of the U.S. government using a chart. State the meaning of each of the six purposes in your own words and give an example of the principle in your life. 
· Rubric provided

· Template for chart provided

Self-Expressive- 

· Choose one purpose of the U.S. government as is stated in the Preamble to the Constitution that you think is most important.
· Tell the meaning in your own words and draw an illustration how it effects you life today.
· Rubric provided


	8.  Resources Used in the Lesson (Include a thorough bibliography of books, articles, websites, etc.)



	American Forces Press Service. (February 26, 2010). Forces in Afghanistan find drugs, weapons. Retrieved from http://www.defense.gov//News/NewsArticle.aspx?ID=58108
Archives.gov. (2010). Retrieved from http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/images/charters_exhibit_zoom_images/charters_doc_image_6.2.1.jpg 

Brown Foundation. (2010). Retrieved from http://brownvboard.org/summary/  
Catrow, D. (2005). We the kids. New York, NY: Puffin Putman Inc.

Clark, Michael D. (March 1, 2010). In time of war, junior ROTC booming. Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from http://news.cincinnati.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/AB/20100301/NEWS0102/3020310/
Lycos, Inc. (2010). kids-iq-tests.com. Retrieved from http://www.kids-iq-tests.com/BIPOLAR/Florence-Nightingale.jpg 

Macceca, S. (2007). Reading strategies for social studies. Huntington Beach, CA: Shell Education.
Masestro, B. (1987). To form a more perfect union. New York, NY: William Morrow & Company, Inc.
Northern Nevada Writing Project. (2001). Writing fix. Retrieved from http://writingfix.org 

RPL Supplies Inc. (2010). Photo throw 7. Retrieved from http://www.photothrow7.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/the-price-we-pay.jpg
Steven, Pat. (2010). gardenofpraise.com. Retrieved from http://www.gardenofpraise.com/images/curie.jpg 

Sunfirewireless. (2010). Retrieved from http://www.sunfirewireless.com/resources/_wsb_408x292_Soldiers.jpg
Warburton, Tom, dir. Schoolhouse Rock! (Special 30th Anniversary Edition). Walt Disney Video, 2002.  DVD.

Clark, M. D. (2010). In time of war, Jr. ROTC booming. Cincinnati.com. Retrieved from http://news.cincinnati.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/AB/20100301/NEWS0102/3020310/
Word Press. (2010). Pmumau.files. Retrieved from http://pmumau.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/norman-rockwell-print.jpg 

Word Press, Inc. (2010). Umkcwomen.files. Retrieved from http://umkcwomenc.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/elizabeth-blackwell.jpg 

All images for the bucket activity from http://www.google.com



Preamble Centers 

Clue Station # 1:  To Form a More Perfect Union
Excerpts from A More Perfect Union by:  Betsy Maestro and Giulio Maestro

“In 1786, America was in trouble.  Men held a special meeting, called a convention, to figure out what could be done.”

“Men arrived in Philadelphia for the convention.  Many of these men helped to write the Declaration of Independence.”

“James Madison recorded the important information during the meetings.”

“A plan was needed to form a new government, but many indifferences occurred between the states.”

“A consensus finally occurred and the Constitution was adopted.”
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The Constitutional Convention

Image from the following website:  http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/images/charters_exhibit_zoom_images/charters_doc_image_6.2.1.jpg 

Clue Station # 2:  Establish Justice

Tactile item:  gavel
Picture of Supreme Court justices and court room:
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Excerpts from the Brown vs. Board of Education Court Case are from the following website:  http://brownvboard.org/summary/ 
Brown v. Board of Education
About The Case

The 1954 United States Supreme Court decision in Oliver L. Brown et.al. v. the Board of Education of Topeka (KS) et.al. is among the most significant judicial turning points in the development of our country. Originally led by Charles H. Houston, and later Thurgood Marshall and a formidable legal team, it dismantled the legal basis for racial segregation in schools and other public facilities.

By declaring that the discriminatory nature of racial segregation ... "violates the 14th amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which guarantees all citizens equal protection of the laws," Brown v. Board of Education laid the foundation for shaping future national and international policies regarding human rights.

Brown v. Board of Education was not simply about children and education. The laws and policies struck down by this court decision were products of the human tendencies to prejudge, discriminate against, and stereotype other people by their ethnic, religious, physical, or cultural characteristics. Ending this behavior as a legal practice caused far reaching social and ideological implications, which continue to be felt throughout our country. The Brown decision inspired and galvanized human rights struggles across the country and around the world.

What this legal challenge represents is at the core of United States history and the freedoms we enjoy. The U.S. Supreme Court decision in Brown began a critical chapter in the maturation of our democracy. It reaffirmed the sovereign power of the people of the United States in the protection of their natural rights from arbitrary limits and restrictions imposed by state and local governments. These rights are recognized in the Declaration of Independence and guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution.

Clue Station # 3:  Insure Domestic Tranquility  

Martin Luther King video:  “I Have a Dream Speech”
MLKclips.wmv
Tactile items:  Police car and fire truck

Norman Rockwell Painting is from the following website:  http://pmumau.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/norman-rockwell-print.jpg
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Clue Station # 4:  Common Defense

 The following image is from this website: http://www.sunfirewireless.com/resources/_wsb_408x292_Soldiers.jpg 
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Articles: 
The following article is from this web site:  http://www.defense.gov//News/NewsArticle.aspx?ID=58108 
Forces in Afghanistan Find Drugs, Weapons

American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, Feb. 26, 2010 – Afghan and international patrols found three weapons caches in Afghanistan’s Helmand province yesterday. 

One cache, found in the Reg-e Khan Neshin district, contained eight rifle rounds, eight assault rifles, ammunition and an ammunition-filled vest. 

Two caches were found in the Nad-e Ali district, containing seven illumination rounds, six high-explosive rounds, 80 pounds of ammonium nitrate, 51 pounds of homemade explosives, 100 pounds of shrapnel, and four large home-made bombs. One bomb contained 75 pounds of homemade explosives, the second contained five mortar rounds, and two others contained 10 mortar rounds each. 

In operations yesterday: 

-- A combined force found several caches of weapons and drugs in Daykundi province. The caches contained 1,100 pounds of ammonium nitrate, more than 100 pounds of opium, 2 pounds of pure heroin, a small bag of opium seeds, a rocket-propelled grenade launcher, a shotgun, two assault rifles, a bolt-action rifle and a substantial amount of ammunition. The security force arrested one suspected insurgent in the operation. 

-- In Helmand province, a patrol found a substantial amount of ammonium nitrate in a compound. The patrol was involved in clearing the city in support of Operation Moshtarak when they found 5,500 pounds of the material along with bomb-making components. 

(Compiled from International Security Assistance Force Joint Command news releases.) 

The excerpts from the following article is from this web site: http://news.cincinnati.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/AB/20100301/NEWS0102/3020310/ 

In time of war, Junior ROTC booming

By Michael D. Clark • March 1, 2010 
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LEBANON - At a pre-dawn hour when most high schoolers are just starting to punch their alarm's snooze button, something rare and revealing is happening at Lebanon High School.
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Walking in from the cold darkness are more than a two dozen teenagers, boys and girls, all neatly dressed in Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps uniforms and striding with determined purpose.
They make their way to the school's brightly lit gym, pick up 12-pound, metal rifle replicas and before the wall clock strikes 6 a.m. they've lined up in drill formation and begin marching in precise fashion.
It's a scene increasingly being repeated in the nation's schools.

Despite U.S. involvement in two war fronts in Iraq and Afghanistan, high school JROTC program enrollments are on the rise, including at many Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky schools.

Nationally, JROTC enrollment is up 5 percent in the last year - from 488,183 to 513,297 - in the sponsoring military branches of Air Force, Army, Marines and Navy.

About a dozen local high schools offer JROTC programs, and many report higher enrollments.

At Lebanon High School enrollment is up 83 percent - from 60 to 110 - in three years.

Lebanon sophomore Rachel Hill says patriotism was a big reason for signing up.

"But the main reason I do this is because not everybody does this. It's a challenge and I like that," says the 16-year-old, who intends to enlist in U.S. Marines after she graduates.

And she is among the rare exceptions that prove the general rule for the nation's nearly century old JROTC school programs: They may be sponsored by America's military, but most of its young participants do not go on to serve in our armed forces.

Adult JROTC program leaders says many students use the military style high school class to prepare for college and adult life through learning personal discipline, studious habits and leadership. Some go on to join college ROTC programs, taking advantage of scholarship monies offered by the armed services in return for agreeing to serve a minimum number of years after college graduation.

"We're really not a military program and we don't recruit for the military," says retired U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Mike Thiergart, commander of the Lebanon program since 2003. "This is a character-building program."

"Our JROTC programs teach core values of integrity, service before self and excellence in all we do. If you're looking for one common denominator for all these kids it's that they are strong willed."

Making better students

JROTC programs are primarily about making better students through classroom instruction tied closely with the school's academic curricula.

The marching drills - all JROTC programs compete in local and regional competition - and color guard duty at school sporting events are often the most visible activities of members.

But students say what isn't seen is even more important.

Community service work is a part of every program and the teens can often be found volunteering for food drives, fund-raisers, neighborhood cleanups and helping out in local nursing homes.

Lebanon senior Joe Barone hopes to earn a scholarship to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy, University of Texas, Penn State University or Purdue University.

He says the images of war from Iraq and Afghanistan only strengthen his patriotism.

"I believe in America's efforts right now and that we are fighting the good fight. A lot of kids today still believe in democracy and kids my age still believe in patriotism and we care about our country," said the 17-year-old.

Saori Hiratsuka, a Princeton junior and Japanese citizen, says you don't have to be American to be patriotic. The squad commander in the school's Navy JROTC program hopes to study medicine in college, but has no plans to enlist.

"I love the sense of family we have here. It has helped me grow my appreciation of America and my sense of patriotism has grown along with my confidence," she says.

Ret. U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Russ Brockway said the school's program started in 1997 with 89 students and is now up to 138 participants.

"Kids are kids and most are still patriotic,'' Brockway says. “But it's also because the economy is not in the best shape and these kids are looking at expanding their options. And it's a great opportunity for girls to develop leadership skills. They are more mature and better leaders than the guys at this age level.”
"I think they see it on the news and want to help out," William said.

Wilson said the concerns he hears about going to war come from the parents, not the recruits.

"They say they don't want their kids going to war, but joining the JROTC does not mean you're going to go into the military," Wilson says. "Our job is to make more civically-aware students who understand the activities of government and know how to build a team. Anything that improves the civic responsibility of a high school student is a benefit to the nation."

Staff writer William Croyle and USA Today contributed. 
Clue Station # 5:  Promote General Welfare

Movie maker Project
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Elizabeth Blackwell:  First female doctor in the United States 
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Florence Nightingale:  founder of modern nursing
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Madame Curie:  discovered radioactive metals

Clue Station # 6:  Secure Blessings of Liberty
The following image is from this web site:  http://www.photothrow7.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/the-price-we-pay.jpg 
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The following image is from this website:  http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/8b/Bill-of-rights.jpg 
[image: image13.png]: /‘ ) '/.
BILL/OF RIGHTS
THE FIRST TEN AMMENDMENTS
Amendment I. Ve l"t": lan Ty
B

TR i /

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of relig fon, or proHiiting the freé eke

the right of the people peaceably to asser:!ﬁ and to petition the Government for a redress of
b

Amendment IL. 5. ) v s
Awell regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free Stite, the right of the people to keep and

/

Ly o
be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor,
Amendment IV. (AL »
‘The right of the people to be secuire in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, dgainst unreasonable
shallissue, but upon probable Gse! 4iiofted by 0 br Ayt find sty escyibing theplace o be

Amendment ITL. Vil
No Soldier shall, in time of peace

/
Amendment V.

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or inticfieg
Tand or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or publi danger; nor shall any persos
jeopardy oflife or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be depri
‘of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

Amendment VI. '

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy arid public trial, by an impartial

been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the

the witnesses against liimi; to have,compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have
7 7

Amendment VII. i / "
In Suits at common law, where the value in contrqversy shalliexceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by j jury, shall be
otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than'according to the rules of the common law.

Amendment VIIL
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX.
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the

Amendment/X.
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the

I 7 e v





Preamble Pretest/Posttest
Purposes of the U.S. Government
	Purposes of Government
	
	
	

	
	K
	W
	L

	1

To Form a More Perfect Union
	
	
	

	2

Establish Justice
	
	
	

	3

Insure Domestic Tranquility
	
	
	

	4

Common Defense
	
	
	

	5

Promote General Welfare
	
	
	

	6

Secure Blessings of Liberty
	
	
	


· Based on the clues, name three principles of the Preamble that are important to you.
· How well did your group work together?
Name: ____________________________________________________________

Knowledge Rating Scale
	Word
	Know It 
Well


	Have Heard/Seen It


	No Clue
	Definition

	Preamble


	
	
	
	

	Union


	
	
	
	

	Justice


	
	
	
	

	Domestic


	
	
	
	

	Defense


	
	
	
	

	Tranquility


	
	
	
	

	Welfare


	
	
	
	

	Liberty


	
	
	
	

	Constitution


	
	
	
	


Adapted from:  Reading Strategies for Social Studies by Stephanie Macceca, 2007

Principles of the Preamble from the Constitution

Graphic Organizer for Clue Stations
	Directions:

	1. Complete the assigned task.

2. Discuss and decide with your group what the principle is.

3. Complete the graphic organizer.

4. Move to the next station.

	Describe the Clues
	Define the phrase
	Tell what it means in your own words.
	Illustrate

	
	To Form a More Perfect Union


	
	

	
	Establish Justice
	
	


	Describe the Clues
	Define the phrase
	Tell what it means in your own words.
	Illustrate

	
	Insure Domestic Tranquility
	
	

	
	Promote the Common Defense
	
	


	Describe the Clues
	Define the phrase
	Tell what it means in your own words.
	Illustrate

	
	Promote the General Welfare
	
	

	
	Secure the Blessings of Liberty to Ourselves and Our Posterity
	
	


Name________________________



Bucket Activity Situations
	To form a more perfect union
	Establish justice
	Insure domestic tranquility
	Provide for the common defense
	Promote the general welfare
	Secure the blessing of liberty

	Who elects the president of the United States?
	Laws are made to protect people.
	My mother works for the police department
	My father has to go back to Iran to keep the peace.
	When Dad works in the factory, he has to wear

a hard hat.
	I love to go to church on Sundays.

	Can you name our state senators?
	My sister wants to go to law school to become an attorney.
	My class visited our local Fire Department.
	My brother wants to join the Navy.
	Scientists are trying to invent a cure for diabetes.
	Did you know women were not able to vote until 1920?

	I’m so glad we created an Amendment 13 to rid slavery.
	My class went to the Court House to observe Judge Gill.
	Do you have Neighborhood Watch in your neighborhood?
	When I grow up I want to join the Marines.
	Once a month we practice fire drills in school.
	Did you know that many countries do not have public schools?

	We have three branches of government- the Judicial, Legislative and Executive.
	How many Supreme Court Judges do we have in the Judicial Branch?
	The New York firefighters maintained the peace in New York during 911.
	My grandfather found in France in W.W.11
	When my father died, I received a Social Security check from him.
	I want to be a reporter for the Daily Times when I grow up.


Pictures for the Bucket Activity
Images for the bucket activity were found on http://www.google.com 
Pictures for the Bucket activity-“To Form a More Perfect Union” 
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“To Form a More Perfect Union” (Continued)
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“To Form a More Perfect Union” (Continued)
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Establish Justice” 
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Establish Justice” (Continued)
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Insure Domestic Tranquility”
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Insure Domestic Tranquility” (Continued)
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Insure Domestic Tranquility” (Continued)
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Provide for the Common Defense”  
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Provide for the Common Defense” (Continued)
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Provide for the Common Defense” (Continued)
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Provide for the Common Defense” (Continued)
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Promote the General Welfare” 
[image: image31.png]


 

[image: image32.jpg]



Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Promote the General Welfare” (Continued)
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Secure the Blessings of Liberty”
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Secure the Blessings of Liberty” (Continued)
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Secure the Blessings of Liberty” (Continued)
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Pictures for the Bucket activity-“Secure the Blessings of Liberty” (Continued)
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To Form a More Perfect Union

Establish Justice

Insure Domestic Tranquility

Provide for the

Common Defense

Promote the General Welfare

Secure Blessings of Liberty
Preamble to the Constitution
Task Rotation

Answer the question: “How is the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution important to you?” Choose one of the tasks to complete from the different learning styles to show what you have learned about the purposes of the U.S. government as stated in the Preamble.
	Mastery 

Choose one purpose of the U.S. government as is stated in the Preamble to the Constitution. Summarize what you have learned about the principle you chose is important to you.

	Interpersonal

Choose one purpose of the U.S. government as is stated in the Preamble to the Constitution. Write a letter to a friend telling them why that principle is important to you. Justify your reasoning.


	Understanding

Using the Preamble to the constitution categorize the purposes of the U.S. government using a chart. State the meaning of each of the six purposes in your own words and give an example of the principle in your life. 


	Self –Expression

Choose one purpose of the U.S. government as is stated in the Preamble to the Constitution that you think is most important. Create a poster by telling the meaning in your own words of the purpose of the U.S. government you chose and draw an illustration about how it affects you life today.



Chart

Understanding Learning Style

Student Name:     _____________________________________
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Chart 
	The chart is complete. 
	The chart is mostly complete. 
	The chart is fairly complete. 
	Little of the chart is complete. 

	Accuracy of Facts 
	All facts presented in the product are accurate. 
	Almost all facts presented in the product are accurate. 
	Most facts presented in the product are accurate. 
	There are several factual errors in the product. 

	Meanings of each Purpose
	All of the meanings are clearly stated. 
	Most of the meanings are clearly stated. 
	Some of the meanings are unclearly stated. 
	Few of the meanings are stated. 

	Requirements 
	Includes all of the required elements. 
	Includes most of the required elements. 
	Some of the required elements were included. 
	Many requirements were not included. 


Writing a Letter

Interpersonal Learning Style

Student Name:     _____________________________________
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Focus on Assigned Topic 
	The entire letter is related to the assigned topic and allows the reader to understand much more about the topic. 
	Most of the letter is related to the assigned topic. The story wanders off at one point, but the reader can still learn something about the topic. 
	Some of the letter is related to the assigned topic, but a reader does not learn much about the topic. 
	Little attempt has been made to relate the letter to the assigned topic. 

	Accuracy of Facts 
	All facts presented in the letter are accurate. 
	Almost all facts presented in the letter are accurate. 
	Most facts presented in the letter are accurate. 
	There are several factual errors in the letter. 

	Spelling and Punctuation 
	There are no spelling or punctuation errors in the letter. 
	There are few spelling or punctuation errors in the letter. 
	There are some spelling and punctuation errors in the letter. 
	There are several spelling and punctuation errors. 

	Letter Format 
	Complies with all the requirements for a friendly letter. 
	Complies with most of the requirements for a friendly letter. 
	Complies with some of the requirements for a friendly letter. 
	Complies with few of the requirements for a friendly letter. 


Summary
Mastery Learning Style
Student Name:     _____________________________________
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Accuracy of Facts 
	All facts are accurate.
	Almost all facts are accurate. 
	Most facts are accurate (at least 70%). 
	There are several factual errors. 

	Focus on Assigned Topic 
	The entire summary is related to the assigned topic and allows the reader to understand much more about the topic. 
	Most of the summary is related to the assigned topic. The story wanders off at one point, but the reader can still learn something about the topic. 
	Some of the summary is related to the assigned topic, but a reader does not learn much about the topic. 
	Little attempt has been made to relate the summary to the assigned topic. 

	Organization 
	The summary is very well organized. 
	The story is fairly well organized. 
	The summary is a somewhat organized. 
	The summary is randomly organized. 

	Neatness 
	The summary is very readable, clean, neat and attractive. 
	Most of the summary is readable, neat and attractive. 
	Some of the summary is readable, neat and attractive. 
	Little of the summary is readable, neat and attractive. 


Making a Poster
Self-Expressive Learning Style

Student Name:     _____________________________________
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Required Elements 
	The sign includes all required elements as well as additional information. 
	Most required elements are included on the poster. 
	Some of the required elements are included on the poster. 
	Few required elements were on the poster.

	Content - Accuracy 
	All facts are accurate on the poster. 
	Most facts are accurate on the poster.
	Some facts are accurate on the poster. 
	Few facts are accurate on the poster. 

	Attractiveness 
	The poster is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	The poster is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness. 
	The poster is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy. 
	The poster is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive. 

	Graphics - Relevance 
	All graphics are related to the topic and make it easier to understand. 
	Most graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand. 
	Some graphics relate to the topic. 
	Few graphics do not relate to the topics. 


A Friendly Letter 

from WritingFix (http://writingfix.org) 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

Dear ________________________, 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________, 

_________________________ 

Name: _________________________

Summary of the Purpose of the Preamble
Mastery Style
Choose one Purpose of the U.S. Government as stated in the Preamble -_________________________________
Summarize why the purpose of the U.S. government you chose is important to you. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Purposes of the U.S. Government

Understanding Style
	Purposes of Government
	
	

	
	My Own Meaning
	Example

	1

To Form a More Perfect Union
	
	

	2

Establish Justice
	
	

	3

Insure Domestic Tranquility
	
	

	4

Common Defense
	
	

	5

Promote General Welfare
	
	

	6

Secure Blessings of Liberty
	
	


Three Way Tie


Write three related words, one in each box.


Write a sentence on the each of the lines showing the relationship between each of the two words.
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