Conics Sorting Activity
Determining Importance
Lesson Plan (Workshop Model)
Lesson Time: 1 ½ classes (45 minutes each)
· This lesson should be presented after students have completed a conics unit, as a synthesis of ideas. Students will (in pairs) connect vocabulary (names of conics), graphs, equations, and domain & range.
· Thinking Strategy: Determining Importance

· Supplies:

· Poster Paper for each pair

· Glue stick for each pair

· Copy of cards for each pair (cut out ahead of time, if time permits; if not, have students cut, shuffle, and trade with another pair)

· To begin the lesson, conduct a “think-aloud” with one of each type of cards: equation, graph, and domain/range. Model how you determine the important parts of each card, and what you choose to ignore.

· Hand out instruction sheets, and allow students to begin.

· As students work, monitor for understanding, and prompt “stuck” pairs with questions. Questions such as the following might be helpful:

· So what’s most important here?
· Is that important to know?

· How might you decide whether both variables should be squared, or just one of the variables?

· If you’re not sure how to name the domain, can you explain what types of numbers are not in the domain?

· Exit Slip: On an index card, ask students to answer the following question:
· How has this activity helped you to better understand conics?

