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 History as Mystery Lesson Plan
Lesson Topic: Economics in Colonial Williamsburg

Team Name: Three Sisters

Teachers’ Names: Pamela Harned, Karen Hughes, and Laura Vaught
Introduction

The lesson focuses on the economic choices that the people of Colonial Williamsburg had during the early settlement of America. The main idea of the lesson is to have students make connections with the major ideas of scarcity and the economic choices the colonists had to make and what opportunity costs they had to incur. Also, by categorizing all the productive resources it helps the students think about the natural resources that were available during the Colonial settlement era. 

As a hook to the mystery lesson the following scenario is presented at the beginning of the lesson. To set up the situation for which the students have to place themselves they will watch a short Movie Maker DVD starring the acting skills of amateur actors.  

Something terrible has happened in Colonial Williamsburg.  There has been a horrible storm with high winds and torrential down pours on the coast that has resulted in flooding of critical crops and land, as well as extensive destruction of forests.  There was also damage to homes and businesses.  Even ships have been delayed carrying valuable goods and supplies from other countries. 

The students will act as detectives to use a variety of primary and secondary sources in electronic and print formats as clues to answer the following mystery question. How did scarcity determine economic choices for Colonial tradesmen that lived during early Colonial Williamsburg?
After collecting the information from the mystery clues, the students will participate in a jigsaw activity in which they will share the information they gathered from the clues with others in the class. This is accomplished using cooperative groups with assigned roles.

To explain their results of researching the hypothesis and as an assessment tool the students will use a task rotation activity which incorporates the four learning styles: Mastery, Interpersonal, Understanding, and Self-Expressive. Before the student begins the task rotation they will need to imagine that they are a colonial tradesman in colonial Williamsburg. They will choose one of the tasks to complete from the different learning styles to show what they have learned about how scarcity determined economic choices for colonial tradesmen. In addition, the students will also self-reflect by writing down three things that they learned about the Colonial economy on Thoughtful Education Exit Slip.

GRREC’s Teaching American History Grant

 History as Mystery Lesson Plan
Lesson Topic: Trades in Colonial Williamsburg

Team Name: Three Sisters

Teachers’ Names: Pamela Harned, Karen Hughes, and Laura Vaught
	1.  History Mystery Question

	How would a natural disaster affect Colonial tradespeople?




	2.  Targeted Standards:  (KY Core Content, Program of Studies, Academic Expectations)

	Core Content for Assessment:

SS-05-3.1.1  Students will describe scarcity and explain how scarcity required people in different periods in the U.S. (Colonization…) to make economic choices (e.g., use of productive resources- natural, human, capital) and incur opportunity costs. DOK 2

Program of Studies:

SS-5-E-S-1 - Students will demonstrate an understanding using information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts, interviews, digital and environmental) of the connection between resources, limited productive resources and scarcity: a) investigate different kinds of resources (e.g., natural, human, capital)

SS-5-E-S-2 Students will demonstrate an understanding of how people deal with scarcity

SS-5-HP-S-1 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the interpretative nature of history using a variety of tools (e.g., primary and secondary sources)…
Academic Expectations:

2.18 Students understand economic principles and are able to make economic decisions that have consequences in daily living.

2.20 Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to develop historical perspective.


	3.  Critical Vocabulary (What vocabulary will they need to know?  How will you teach it?)


	economy 

scarcity

natural resources

human resources

capital resources

markets

specialization

productivity

trade

blacksmith

silversmith

wigmaker

Thoughtful Education Strategies will be used to teach and review vocabulary. (C.O.D.E. which stands for Connect, Organize, Deep Processing, Exercise)




	4. The Lesson Hook   (Encountering the Problem) 

	Movie Maker Video 
1. Explain to students that something terrible has happened in Colonial Williamsburg.  There has been a horrible storm with high winds and torrential rain on the coast that has resulted in flooding of critical crops and land, as well as extensive destruction of forests.  There was also damage to homes and businesses.  Even ships have been delayed carrying valuable goods and supplies from other countries.

2. Show news clip of an investigative reporter interviewing a Colonial Williamsburg character after the storm.  The video clip will show the news reporter asking about the storm and destruction in Williamsburg.  The reporter will end by questioning “How will this affect the economy in Colonial Williamsburg?”  

3. The news reporter will then direct the newscast back to the studio.  The studio reporter will explain to the students that they will investigate how this storm has affected the economy in Colonial Williamsburg.  

4. Discuss and brainstorm various effects, highlighting economic choices.  Have students focus on the various trades that will be affected in Williamsburg and how the tradesmen will have to adapt to the scarcity of the resources.



	5.  Examining and Interpreting the Clues  (Include all clues or sources that students will use to answer the mystery. Include directions for students, amount of time required, resources needed, specific instructions for implementing the lesson, etc.) 

	1. Video Clip: silversmith (Movie Maker Video Clip)

2. Video Clip: wigmaker (Movie Maker Video Clip )

3. Website: Experience the Life: Trades: Blacksmith (http://www.history.org/Almanack/life/trades/tradebla.cfm)

4. A Day in the Life of a Colonial Wigmaker Book

5. A Day in the Life of a Colonial Silversmith Book

6. A Day in the Life of a Colonial Blacksmith Book

7. Newspaper ( The students should focus on the information about shipping Picture File included or it can be located at the following web address: http://www.oes.edu/ls/Academics/Grade5/colonialnewspaper/BenFranklinNews1750.jpg 

8. Diary/Journal Entry (John Fitch, “I Was Sure of Getting a Trade,” in his Autobiography. Available at http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5822 
9. Inventory List (Word Document Included)

Directions for Lesson:

1. In order to allow students more time to view and analyze the clues later in the lesson, display clues in various parts of the classroom.  The clues can be set up similar to learning centers.  Utilize computer stations and/or laptops to show video clips around the room.  Display various book titles in three separate areas of the room, with two books at each area.  Make three copies of additional clues and place at various centers or work stations in the room.

2. Divide students into heterogeneous groups of 3.  Assign the following job titles: Investigator, Clue Collector, and Chief Supervisor.  Discuss the duties of each job title/role and provide students with written expectations of each role.

a. Investigator: Reads the information from clues and resources aloud to the group. Checks to be sure everyone is listening.

b. Clue Collector:  Acts as the recorder.  Fills out and records important information about the clues.  Also, records information and ideas during group discussions.

c. Chief Supervisor:  Checks to be sure that all members agree on the group’s answers or information selected for the activity.  Makes sure that each member can explain the answer or information and tell why it was selected.

3. Pass out graphic organizer (attached) and explain what is expected from students as they examine the clues.

4. Have students rotate around the room to each clue located in the center/work stations, discussing each of the clues and providing the students with information about the clues.

5. Allow students ample time to view the clues more closely within their groups; take notes; and discuss with their teammates.  




	6. Establishing the Hypothesis (Include the instructions for students as well as a graphic organizer for them to use for collecting data.)

	Provide students with the following prompt to build their hypothesis from:

Think about the natural disaster that just took place and how it has affected trades in the colonies.  Review your notes about the clues you just examined as a group and decide your hypothesis in response to the following question:

How did scarcity determine economic choices for Colonial tradespeople that lived during early Colonial Williamsburg?

Day 2- Jigsaw Activity

1. Students will participate in a Jigsaw Procedure.   

a. Divide the six questions among the three trade groups.   The three trades are wigmaker, blacksmith, and silversmith. 
· Question 1: What is one natural, human, and capital resource that you use?  How does each one influence your trade? 
· Question 2: What is it you produce? A good or service? Give a description.
· Question 3: What do you do in your trade?
· Question 4:  What are five capital resources (tools) that you use in your trade?  How is it used?  Give a description on each tool.
· Question 5: How could scarcity of goods affect your trade?  
· Question 6: Do you make any economic choices?  What are they and how does it influence your trade?

b. There will be two groups of each trade.  One group will be the trade and group A.  Another will be the trade and group B.  Ex. Wigmaker A and Wigmaker B.  Each student should have at least one question from the graphic organizer.  
2. Students will start out in their base group on the same trade.  

a. Divide students into heterogeneously groups of four.  They will receive their questions, materials, graphic organizer, and appointment clock.  On their appointment clock they will make appointments with students around the room.
3. Instructions on appointment clock (three appointments): 

a. 12:00 appointment (1st appointment – EXPERT GROUP) - student will partner with another student who has the same trade and same question to work together to research and become an expert on their trade.  This group will be called The Experts.
b. 3:00 appointment (2nd appointment – SHARE TIME) - students will get together with someone from a different trade who has the same question.  This is the group that students will practice looking over their information and what they plan on teaching to their base group.  This is the Share Time group.  

c. 6:00 appointment (3rd appointment – BASE GROUP) - Students will go back to their base trade groups.

d. Give students time to find a partner for each appointment.  Students write their name on the clock next to the time.

e. If an odd number of students are in the base group, for the first and second appointment time they can work with a group of three members or work individually.
4. Once students have found who they are going to partner with for their three appointments they will begin to take their materials and meet with their first appointment at 12:00.

5. At their first appointment they will be researching, reading, and looking up information based on their trade and question.  

a. Students will use A Day in the Life books, internet research information, and other resources based on their trade.

b. Give students about 20 minutes with first appointment (12:00).
6. Next, students will move to their next appointment at 3:00.  Students will be getting together with someone with the same question and a different trade.  During this appointment time, students will share their information with their partner.  They want to teach them what they discovered about their question and how they plan to present it to their base group.  Remind students that they are the experts on their question and will become experts in the long run about their trade.

a. Give students 20 minutes to prepare and organize thoughts.  Have them re-write their response.  
7. Students will finally take materials and information back to their base group or last appointment.  This is the 6:00 appointment.  Students will go through all questions for their graphic organizer and each student will teach what they discovered about their question.  Students will need to fill out their organizer using complete sentences and thoughts.  

8. After sharing, students should be completely knowledgeable about their trade and how might the disaster from last lesson affect or change their hypothesis.  

9. Students will change or add to their hypothesis that is located on their graphic organizer.

Activity:  Jigsaw collage

Students will work together in their base trade groups on a collage.  Each student will have a jigsaw piece from bulletin board paper.  Students will take their enlarged question(s) and create illustrations, pictures, or information to go along with their question.  They will cover their jigsaw piece as much as they can and use what they learned from the jigsaw activity.  Students can use magazines, pictures on internet of their tradesman, or create their own illustrations to show creativity on their jigsaw piece.

Students will need to use their rubric to guide them.

Once students are done in their base group they will start to place their pieces together and create a group collage.  


	7.  Explaining the Hypothesis (What product will students use to explain their hypothesis?  Include the rubrics for assessment of products and student self-reflection.)


	Assessment:

The students will use a task rotation to explain their hypothesis. This incorporates four learning styles: Mastery, Interpersonal, Understanding, and Self-Expressive. 

· Evaluating your Hypothesis Reflection – Economics in Colonial Williamsburg 

· History Mystery Question: How did scarcity determine economic choices for Colonial tradesmen that lived during early Colonial Williamsburg? 
· Restate your hypothesis.
· Was your hypothesis correct or incorrect? 
· Prove or disprove your hypothesis? Provide some rationale and reasoning. 
Have students imagine that they are colonial tradespeople in colonial Williamsburg. Choose one of the tasks to complete from the different learning styles to show what you have learned about how scarcity determined economic choices for colonial tradesmen.

Mastery
· Choose a colonial trade that you have researched, and summarize what you have learned about how scarcity determined economic choices for colonial tradespeople.

· Rubric provided

· Template for writing summary provided

Interpersonal- 

· You have had an established shop there for years. Your business has been affected by the natural disaster. Write a letter to a family member in England telling how the natural disaster has caused you to made economic choices because of scarcity of productive resources. 

· Rubric provided

· Template for sign provided

Understanding- 

· Using one colonial trade, categorize the productive resources (natural, capital, and human) using a three column chart. Out of all the productive resources, evaluate which top 3 resources that would be most important to the trade. Justify your reasoning.

· Rubric provided

· Template for sign provided

Self-Expressive- 

· You are a colonial tradesperson in Williamsburg and your sign was damaged during the natural disaster. You have to create new eye-catching sign for your shop. Using the template:

· Illustrate at least 2 products or services you produced

· Illustrate at least 4 productive resources (natural, capital, and human)

· Rubric provided

· Template for sign provided



	8.  Resources Used in the Lesson (Include a thorough bibliography of books, articles, websites, etc.)



	American Philosophical Society. (2009).  The Autobiography of John Fitch. Retrieved February 16, 2009 
from http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5822 
Colonial Williamsburg Official Site.  (2009).  Colonial Williamsburg.  Retrieved from 
http://www.history.org 
Colonial Williamsburg Official Site. (2009).  Experience the Life: Trades – Blacksmith.  Retrieved 


February 16, 2009 from http://www.history.org/Almanack/life/trades/tradebla.cfm 

Oregon Episcopal Schools Library Archives. (2009).  Colonial Newspapers: Benjamin Franklin.


Retrieved February 16, 2009 from 
http://www.oes.edu/ls/Academics/Grade5/colonialnewspaper/BenFranklinNews1750.jpg
Silver, H.F., Hanson, J.R., and Strong, R.W. (2003).  Teaching Styles and Strategies (4th Edition).  Ho-Ho-
Kus, NJ: The Thoughtful Education Press.
Wilmore, Kathy. (2000). A Day in the Life of a Colonial Blacksmith.  New York, New York: Power Kids 
Publisher.

Wilmore, Kathy. (2000). A Day in the Life of a Colonial Silversmith.  New York, New York: Power Kids 
Publisher.
Wilmore, Kathy. (2000). A Day in the Life of a Colonial Wigmaker.  New York, New York: Power Kids 
Publisher.
Materials:

· Video Clip: silversmith (Movie Maker Video Clip)

· Video Clip: wigmaker (Movie Maker Video Clip )

· Website: Experience the Life: Trades: Blacksmith (http://www.history.org/Almanack/life/trades/tradebla.cfm)

· A Day in the Life of a Colonial Wigmaker Book

· A Day in the Life of a Colonial Silversmith Book

· A Day in the Life of a Colonial Blacksmith Book

· Newspaper ( The students should focus on the information about shipping Picture File included or it can be located at the following web address: http://www.oes.edu/ls/Academics/Grade5/colonialnewspaper/BenFranklinNews1750.jpg 

· Diary/Journal Entry (John Fitch, “I Was Sure of Getting a Trade,” in his Autobiography. Available at http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5822 
· Inventory List (Word Document Included)

·  Research from Colonial Williamsburg sites-copies

· Graphic organizers 

· pencil

· Computers-Movie Maker 

· Website of colonial trade games on Colonial Williamsburg websites

· Research questions and information

· Illustrations-use crayons, scissors, colored pencils, glue sticks

· Old newspapers, Colonial pictures, magazines

· Puzzle pieces cut out of bulletin board paper- 6 pieces, one for each question

· White paper-questions enlarged to paste onto bulletin board paper



Graphic Organizer: A Natural Disaster in Colonial Williamsburg

Team # _______  Names: __________________________________

Directions:  Using the clues, take notes about resources that would be affected by the natural disaster in Colonial Williamsburg.  Then, determine which trade would be affected by the scarcity of these resources. Organize and list these items under each of the tradesmen’s title if the scarcity of this item could affect their economic choices. Using the information to form a hypothesis answering the question, “How did scarcity determine economic choices for Colonial tradesmen that lived during early Colonial Williamsburg?”
	Clue 1:

Video Clip: Silversmith
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	Facts:
	Circle Who Was Affected:
Blacksmith
Silver Smith
Wigmaker


	Clue 2:

Video Clip: Wigmaker
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	Facts:
	Circle Who Was Affected:
Blacksmith
Silver Smith
Wigmaker


	Clue 3:

Video Clip: Blacksmith
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	Facts:
	Circle Who Was Affected:
Blacksmith
Silver Smith
Wigmaker


	Clue 4:

Book: A Day in the Life of a Colonial Wigmaker



	Facts:
	Circle Who Was Affected:
Blacksmith
Silver Smith
Wigmaker


	Clue 5:

Book: A Day in the Life of a Colonial Silversmith
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	Facts:
	Circle Who Was Affected:
Blacksmith
Silver Smith
Wigmaker


	Clue 6:

Book: A Day in the Life of a Colonial Blacksmith
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	Facts:
	Circle Who Was Affected:
Blacksmith
Silver Smith
Wigmaker


	Clue 7:

Colonial Newspaper
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	Facts:
	Circle Who Was Affected:
Blacksmith
Silver Smith
Wigmaker


	Clue 8:

Diary/Journal Entry
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	Facts:
	Circle Who Was Affected:
Blacksmith
Silver Smith
Wigmaker


	Clue 9:

Inventory List
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	Facts:
	Circle Who Was Affected:
Blacksmith
Silver Smith
Wigmaker



Our hypothesis is:___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Making A Collage : Jigsaw Collage

Name _____________________________________  Date ____________________________

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Content - Accuracy 
	ALL facts from your question are accurate and displayed on the collage. 
	MOST facts from your question are accurate facts and displayed on the collage. 
	SOME facts from your question are accurate facts and displayed on the collage. 
	FEW facts from you question are accurate facts and displayed on the collage. 

	Knowledge Gained 
	Student can accurately answer ALL questions related to the facts on the collage. 
	Student can accurately answer MOST questions related to the facts on the collage. 
	Student can accurately answer SOME questions related to the facts on the collage. 
	Student can accurately answer FEW questions related to the facts on the collage. 

	Graphics - Originality 
	ALL of the graphics used on the collage reflect a exceptional degree of student creativity. 
	MOST of the graphics used on the collage reflect a exceptional degree of student creativity. 
	SOME of the graphics used on the collage reflect a exceptional degree of student creativity. 
	FEW of the graphics used on the collage reflect a exceptional degree of student creativity. 

	Attractiveness 
	ALL of the collage is attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	MOST of the collage is attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	SOME of the collage is attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	FEW of the collage is attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 

	Mechanics 
	Includes ALL capitalization and punctuation throughout the collage. 
	Includes MOST capitalization and punctuation throughout the collage. 
	Includes SOME capitalization and punctuation throughout the collage. 
	Includes FEW capitalization and punctuation throughout the collage. 


Evaluating your Hypothesis Reflection – Economics in Colonial Williamsburg

History Mystery Question: How did scarcity determine economic choices for Colonial tradesmen that lived during early Colonial Williamsburg?

Restate your hypothesis:

Was your hypothesis correct or incorrect?

Prove or disprove your hypothesis? Provide some rationale and reasoning.

Colonial Economics

Task Rotation

Imagine you are a colonial tradesman in colonial Williamsburg. Choose one of the task to complete from the different learning styles to show what you have learned about how scarcity determined economic choices for colonial tradesmen.

	Mastery 

Choose a colonial trade that you have researched and summarize have learned about how scarcity determined economic choices for colonial tradesmen.


	Interpersonal

You have had an established shop there for years. Your business has been affected by the natural disaster. Write a letter to a family member in England telling how the natural disaster has caused you to made economic choices because of scarcity of productive resources. 



	Understanding

Using one colonial trade, categorize the productive resources (natural, capital, and human) using a three column chart. Out of all the productive resources, evaluate which the top 3 resources that would  be most important to the trade. Justify your reasoning.
	Self –Expression

You are a colonial tradesman in Williamsburg and your sign was damaged during the natural disaster. You have to create new eye-catching sign for your shop. Using the template:

· Illustrate at least 2 products or services you produced

· Illustrate at least 4 productive resources (natural, capital, and human)

· Color




Category Chart 

Understanding Learning Style

Student Name:     _____________________________________
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Chart 
	The chart is complete and lists all the productive resources. 
	The chart is mostly complete and lists most of the productive resources. 
	The chart is fairly complete and lists some of the productive resources. 
	Little of the chart is complete and lists a few of the productive resources. 

	Accuracy of Facts 
	All facts presented in the product are accurate. 
	Almost all facts presented in the product are accurate. 
	Most facts presented in the product are accurate. 
	There are several factual errors in the product. 

	Justification 
	All of the reasoning is justified and clearly stated. 
	Most of the reasoning is justified and clearly stated. 
	Some of the reasoning is justified and unclearly stated. 
	A little of the reasoning is justified and unclearly stated. 

	Requirements 
	Includes all of the required elements. 
	Includes most of the required elements. 
	Some of the required elements were included. 
	Many requirements were not included. 


Writing a Letter

Interpersonal Learning Style

Student Name:     _____________________________________
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Focus on Assigned Topic 
	The entire letter is related to the assigned topic and allows the reader to understand much more about the topic. 
	Most of the letter is related to the assigned topic. The story wanders off at one point, but the reader can still learn something about the topic. 
	Some of the letter is related to the assigned topic, but a reader does not learn much about the topic. 
	Little attempt has been made to relate the letter to the assigned topic. 

	Accuracy of Facts 
	All facts presented in the letter are accurate. 
	Almost all facts presented in the letter are accurate. 
	Most facts presented in the letter are accurate. 
	There are several factual errors in the letter. 

	Spelling and Punctuation 
	There are no spelling or punctuation errors in the letter. 
	There are few spelling or punctuation errors in the letter. 
	There are some spelling and punctuation errors in the letter. 
	There are several spelling and punctuation errors. 

	Letter Format 
	Complies with all the requirements for a friendly letter. 
	Complies with most of the requirements for a friendly letter. 
	Complies with some of the requirements for a friendly letter. 
	Complies with few of the requirements for a friendly letter. 


Making a Colonial Sign

Self-Expressive Learning Style

Student Name:     _____________________________________
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Required Elements 
	The sign includes all required elements as well as additional information. 
	Most required elements are included on the sign. 
	Some of the required elements are included on the sign. 
	Few required elements were on the sign. 

	Content - Accuracy 
	All facts are accurate on the sign. 
	Most facts are accurate on the sign. 
	Some facts are accurate on the sign. 
	Few facts are accurate on the sign. 

	Attractiveness 
	The poster is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	The poster is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness. 
	The poster is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy. 
	The poster is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive. 

	Graphics - Relevance 
	All graphics are related to the topic and make it easier to understand. 
	Most graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand. 
	Some graphics relate to the topic. 
	Few graphics do not relate to the topics. 


Summary of Colonial Trades

Mastery Learning Style
Student Name:     _____________________________________
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Accuracy of Facts 
	All facts presented in the story are accurate. 
	Almost all facts presented in the story are accurate. 
	Most facts presented in the story are accurate (at least 70%). 
	There are several factual errors in the story. 

	Focus on Assigned Topic 
	The entire summary is related to the assigned topic and allows the reader to understand much more about the topic. 
	Most of the summary is related to the assigned topic. The story wanders off at one point, but the reader can still learn something about the topic. 
	Some of the summary is related to the assigned topic, but a reader does not learn much about the topic. 
	Little attempt has been made to relate the summary to the assigned topic. 

	Organization 
	The summary is very well organized. 
	The story is pretty well organized. 
	The summary is a somewhat organized. 
	The summary is randomly organized. 

	Neatness 
	The summary is very readable, clean, neat and attractive. 
	Most of the summary is readable, neat and attractive. 
	Some of the summary is readable, neat and attractive. 
	Little of the summary is readable, neat and attractive. 


Name: __________________

Base Group Letter: _______

Trade:___________

Individual Question Number: _____

Question:________________________________________

Base Trade Group: Questions will be assigned to students, one or two questions for each student depending on learning level.

1st appointment (12:00)-The Experts:  different trade, same question-partner up with someone from another group.  Students will help each other and research question about their own trade.   Students will practice sharing their information with their partner.

2nd appointment (3:00) - Share Time Group: share information with partner and prepare for when you will teach your base group about your question on your trade. 

3rd appointment (6:00)-Base Group: share and teach information learned with other group members.  Write information on graphic organizer from what you learned from your teammates’ question.

If an odd number of students are at the base group, for the first appointment they could work with a group that has two members already or work individually.

Blacksmith 
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In a scene from Colonial Williamsburg's Electronic Field Trip "A Day in the Life," an apprentice learns the blacksmithing trade.
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Click image to enlarge


Items made for homes and other tradesmen 

Blacksmiths in Williamsburg fashioned items from iron and steel for the their fellow tradesmen to use in their work and also made things for household use. 

Among the tools blacksmiths used were the following:

· forge 

· anvil 

· hammer 

· tongs 

· vise 

· file 

New and repaired items kept shop busy 

With forge and anvil, hammer and tongs, blacksmiths made agricultural tools for farmers and iron rims for wheelwrights. They also repaired many iron objects used by Williamsburg residents. Their skills with vise and file served customers as diverse as the miller, saddler, coachmaker, and planter. 

	

[image: image15.png]



Flames, heat, smoke, and noise contribute to the blacksmith's challenging work environment.
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[image: image17.png]



Click image to enlarge


For the householder, blacksmiths cast, bent, welded, and riveted fireplace racks, andirons, pothooks, locks, utensils, and decorative wrought iron. 

Coal fire heated iron bars 

A blacksmith's forge, like those at the James Anderson Blacksmith Shop, consisted of a raised brick hearth outfitted with bellows to feed its soft-coal fire and a hood to carry away the smoke. The forge heated bars of iron yellow-hot. With his journeymen and apprentices, the blacksmith used sledges weighing as much as 12 pounds to hammer the heated bars into various shapes. 
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Blacksmith works with tools of his trade.
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By the natural light from the window, a blacksmith in the Anderson Shop puts finishing touches on a piece held in place in a 


From steel, he made tempered cutting edges for axes and smooth faces for special hammers. 

http://www.history.org/Almanack/life/trades/tradebla.cfm#top
Silversmith 
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Silversmith Jimmy Curtis hammers a silver teapot. .
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Colonial silversmith required talent of an artist

The 18th-century silversmith was thought of as someone akin to a sculptor. Both had to know how to shape their materials with artistic talent, taste, and design. 

A contemporary observed that the silversmith was: 

"employed in making all manner of utensils . . . either for Ornament or Use. His work is either performed in the Mould, or beat into Figure by the Hammer."

Consider the fashioning of a coffeepot. The silversmith melted sterling in a graphite and clay crucible to about 2,000°. He poured the liquid silver into a tallow-greased, sooted cast-iron mold to produce an ingot. Using a large hammer, he would hot-forge the ingot into a billet – a thick sheet that he would then cut into a circle. Using "raising" hammers, anvils, and stakes, the smith would stretch the piece of silver into a thinner piece as he hammered against the anvils, cupping it into a bowl shape. 

Forming sheet of silver into bowl required experience and skill 

Hammering the bowl shape against the stakes the silversmith "raised" the body shape by compressing the metal with hammer blows from the outside pushing it inward and upward. When the silver became brittle from working, he heated it red hot and plunged it into an acid bath to keep it malleable. When the smith achieved the body base and lid shapes he wanted, he used small smooth-faced hammers and other stakes to "plannish," or hammer them very, very smooth. The handle sockets, spout, and finial were cast in halves in sand and the two matching pieces were joined with solder. The finished product was polished to a high shine with pumice, rottenstone, and jewelers' rouge. The wooden handle was pinned into the sockets of the gleaming piece, and the coffeepot was complete.

	
[image: image27.png]



Silversmith Jimmy Curtis works in the forge surrounded by the tools of his trade.
	

[image: image29.png]



This elegant copy of a mid 18th-century sauceboat was crafted at the Golden Ball in Colonial Williamsburg using 18th-century silversmithing techniques.


http://www.history.org/Almanack/life/trades/tradesil.cfm 

Wigmaker 
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Wigmaker Regina Blizzard gives a gentleman a shave in the King's Arms Barber Shop in Colonial Williamsburg.
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Click image to enlarge

	


Hair important in 18th-century fashion

Dressing fashionably in the 18th century meant looking good from the head down. The precise dress of the head was as important as any other article of clothing. 

Gentry and businessmen wore wigs

The colonial wigmaker provided wigs, or perukes, and dressed the hair of the gentry and many successful businessmen of Williamsburg. Wigs and hairpieces were available in horse, goat, yak, or human hair. The wigmaker's skill allowed him to weave hair and fashion it into the latest coiffures from London. 

Formal events busy for barber and wigmaker

Formal events were a busy time for the barber and wigmaker, particularly twice a year during "Public Times," when the courts were in session and the population of Williamsburg increased greatly. Wigs and hair were often powdered to give them a more formal air.
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Trades interpreters demonstrate how to make wigs from human hair according to 18th-century methods.
	

[image: image36.png]



Wigmakers Betty Kelly and Regina Blizzard work on wigs in the barber and peruke shop.
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http://www.history.org/Almanack/life/trades/tradewig.cfm
Question 1: What is one natural, human, and capital resource that you use?  How does each one influence your trade? 

Question 2: What is it you produce? A good or service? Give a description.

Question 3: What do you do in your trade?

Question 4:  What are five capital resources (tools) that you use in your trade?  How is it used?  Give a description on each tool.

Question 5: How could scarcity of goods affect your trade?  

Question 6: Do you make any economic choices?  What are they and how does it influence your trade?
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A Friendly Letter Model for your Overhead Projector 

from WritingFix (http://writingfix.org) 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

Dear ________________________, 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________, 

_________________________ 

Name: _________________________

Summary of Colonial Trades

Mastery

Colonial Trade ____________________________

Summarize what you have learned about how scarcity determined economic choices for colonial tradespeople. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Jigsaw Activity 

Name: ______________________

	Base Groups
	Wigmaker
	Blacksmith
	Silversmith

	Question 1: What is one natural, human, and capital resource that you use?  How does each one influence your trade? 


	
	
	

	Question 2: What is it you produce? A good or service? Give a description.


	
	
	

	Question 3: What do you do in your trade?


	
	
	

	Question 4:  What are five capital resources (tools) that you use in your trade?  How is it used?  Give a description on each tool.


	
	
	

	Question 5: How could scarcity of goods affect your trade?  


	
	
	

	Question 6: Do you make any economic choices?  What are they and how does it influence your trade?


	
	
	

	Restate Hypothesis:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________




Jigsaw Activity 

Name: ______________________
	Base Groups
	Blacksmith
	Other Trade:

	Question 1: What is one natural, human, and capital resource that you use?  How does each one influence your trade? 


	
	

	Question 2: What is it you produce? A good or service? Give a description.


	
	

	Question 3: What do you do in your trade?


	
	

	Question 4:  What are five capital resources (tools) that you use in your trade?  How is it used?  Give a description on each tool.


	
	

	Question 5: How could scarcity of goods affect your trade?  


	
	

	Restate Hypothesis:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________




Jigsaw Activity 

Name: ______________________
	Base Groups
	Silversmith 
	Other Trade:

	Question 1: What is one natural, human, and capital resource that you use?  How does each one influence your trade? 


	
	

	Question 2: What is it you produce? A good or service? Give a description.


	
	

	Question 3: What do you do in your trade?


	
	

	Question 4:  What are five capital resources (tools) that you use in your trade?  How is it used?  Give a description on each tool.


	
	

	Question 5: How could scarcity of goods affect your trade?  


	
	

	Restate Hypothesis:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________




Jigsaw Activity 

Name: ______________________
	Base Groups
	Wigmaker
	Other Trade:

	Question 1: What is one natural, human, and capital resource that you use?  How does each one influence your trade? 


	
	

	Question 2: What is it you produce? A good or service? Give a description.


	
	

	Question 3: What do you do in your trade?


	
	

	Question 4:  What are five capital resources (tools) that you use in your trade?  How is it used?  Give a description on each tool.


	
	

	Question 5: How could scarcity of goods affect your trade?  


	
	

	Restate Hypothesis:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________




Category Chart

Understanding Style

Colonial Trade _____________________
	Natural Resources
	Capital Resources
	Human Resources

	
	
	


Name: ____________________________________       

Out of all the productive resources, evaluate which three resources would be most important for your trade.  Justify your reasoning.        
Just Imported from LONDON

And to be sold by

JOHN GREENHOW, at his Store near the Church in Williamsburg
For ready money only,

VIZ.

White Callico Irish Linnens

Blue Cotton

Red ditto

Stuffs of different Kinds of Womens gowns

Cruels and Marking Canvas

Handkerchiefs, blue

Handkerchiefs, red

Blankets of all sorts & sizes

Wool cloaks

Ready made shirts

Fine mens stockings, blue

Ditto, brown

Ditto, red

Ditto, white

Haberdashery

Single and double Bed Blankets

Fashionable mens and boys hats

Low priced Hats

Fine Nights Caps

Feathers for Ladies Hats

Blue feathers

Ostrich feathers

Latest fashion apron, plain

Ditto, check’d

A very complete assortment of caps, in the newest taste

Steel Scissors

Scissor snuffers

Laces of all Kinds

Livery lace

Variety of figured ribands

Variety of plain ditto

Trimming for Ladies gowns

Shirt and Waist Coat Buttons

Gilt and several other sorts of fashionable Buttons

A very fancy assortment of paper boxes

Baskets

Wool cards

Smoothing irons

Milliners common needles

Fine Needles and Pins

Needle cafes

Silver Thimbles

Superfine Hyson, Darjeeling, and Oolong Teas

Genuine fresh drugs

Sugar, refined

Cinnamon, Cloves, and Nutmegs

Figs

Confectionary of all sorts

Mixed sweetmeats

Brown Sugar Candy

White Sugar Candy

Black Pepper, Ginger, Fennel

Almonds

Pontefract cakes

Fine Chocolate Candied Almonds

Licorice

Raisins of the sun

All Sorts of Spiceries

A confederable assortment of flower roots, mixed tulip roots, anemone, fine large hyacinths, double polyanthus narcissus, crocus, blue and yellow

Best London Calf Leather 

Leather of all kinds

Pigtail and cut tobacco

Plain combs of all sorts

Horn combs

Plain fans

All sorts of wedding fans

Mortars and Pestles

Elegant snuff boxes

House bells

Candlesticks

Brass desk furniture

Candles, dipped

Ditto, mould

Myrtle wax

Toys of various sorts

Dice and boxes

Undressed dolls

Dressed dolls

Babies of all prices

Variety of Queen’s china for children, sets complete

Whistles for children

Instructions for the tin whistle

Blank books unruled of all sizes

Memorandum books

A variety of children’s books

Various other books and stationary

Slates and pencils

Paper of all sorts and sizes

Fine prints by Bowles

Fine prints by Hogarth

Playing cards

Ink-Powder

Pencils

Inkstands

Dutch Quills

Sealing Wax

Seals of all kinds

Fishing hooks

Powder flasks

Borax

Brooms

Most forts of nails

Pumice and rotten stone

Emery

Files of all forts and sizes

Chizells

Pewter, all kinds

Hardware, large assortment

Tin sheaths

Wire

Pewter plates, dishes, basons, and spoons of hard and common metal

Small and large tine funnels

Wooden handled knives

Empty canisters

Woodenware

Hard metal plates and dishes

Tinware, coffee pots, lanthorns, mugs, tinder boxes

Iron kettles

Irons backs and dogs

Polishing powders

Silversmiths casting sanding

Great variety of glass, tin and stoneware

Crates of earthenware

All sorts of China Ware

Large, noble and rich Chinese bowls

Delft Wares of most sorts

China tea cups and saucers

Stoneware sauce boats

Mugs

Bowls of all sizes

Coffee 

Seeds

Globe amaranth, viola tricolor, and dianthus, caraway, dill, fennel, marjoram, basil, savory

Spice boxes

Split peas

Oats

Coarse salt in bags

Large Quantity of the best flour

Few cafes of preserv’d fruits

Rice

Pickling jars of all sorts for family use

Sponges

Glass bottles

Bottle corks

Wash balls

Soap

Best painted floor cloths

Tools of almost every occupation

Garden tools

Wooden garden rakes

Bird bottles

Window glass of all sizes

All sorts of cast iron

Iron of all kinds, trivets, shutter dogs, hooks, pipe kilns, skewer racks and skewers

Coopers, carpenters, smiths and masons tools of all kinds

Most sorts of materials for tradesmen and many hundred other useful articles

