GRREC’s Teaching American History Grant

 History as Mystery Lesson Plan
Lesson Topic: ____Using Tools in Colonial life​​​_____

Team Name: _____Chesapeake Chicks_______

Teachers’ Names:_Kristin Pierce, Michele Galloway, Allison Helm__

	1.  History Mystery Question

	How were tools used in Colonial America to take care of business in everyday life?

Students will work in cooperative groups to examine inventories, artifacts, and video clips to determine how tools were used in everyday Colonial American life.  Students will be using graphic organizers and answer reflection questions.




	2.  Targeted Standards:  (KY Core Content, Program of Studies, Academic Expectations)

	SS-05-3.4.1

Students will describe production, distribution and consumption of goods and services in the history of the U.S. (Colonization, Industrialization, Twentieth Century to Present). 

DOK 3

SS-05-3.4.2

Students will describe how new knowledge, technology/tools and specialization increase/increased productivity in the U.S. (Colonization, Industrialization, Twentieth Century to Present). 

DOK 3

SS-05-5.2.3

Students will compare change over time (Colonization, Industrialization, Twentieth Century to Present) in communication, technology, transportation and education. 

DOK 3


	3.  Critical Vocabulary     (What vocabulary will they need to know?  How will you teach it?)


	barter

specialization

supply

demand

artifact

primary source

secondary source

apprentice

tool

economy

Vocabulary words will be introduced with a PowerPoint.  Words will be reviewed through in class discussion and use of trade books.




	4. The Lesson Hook   (Encountering the Problem) 

	Present mystery question to students:  How were tools used in Colonial America to take care of business in everyday life?

Students will view a MovieMaker presentation showing the changes in tools throughout history.  Tell students they have been hired by the Association of Archeologists.  A trunk containing several artifacts has been discovered.  The Association of Archeologists has hired the students to classify the different artifacts into the right category, and to investigate how tools were used to take care of business/do everyday work during Colonial America.  




	5.  Examining and Interpreting the Clues  (Include all clues or sources that students will use to answer the mystery. Include directions for students, amount of time required, resources needed, specific instructions for implementing the lesson, etc.) 

	Clues for the lesson:

1. striker and flint :  Tool used to create sparks to start fire

2. clay pipe:   For smoking purposes

3. wool card:  Tool used to comb fibers before being able to spin them

4. mortar and pestle:  Used to grind food or medicine

5. Native American tools:  Variety of uses

6. fish basket:  For catching fish

7. fish net:   For catching fish

8. clock jack:  Turns a roast of meet so it’s sides will brown

9. pit saw:  Used to cut planks of wood

10. rug beater:  Used to beat dust from the carpet

11. ruggle:  Tool used to stop the wagon wheel from rolling

12. bellows:  Used to bring air to the fire to make the coals hotter

1.  Introduction through  MovieMaker.  The MovieMaker will show various tools being used

     throughout history.  Students will see both colonial and present day people using tools to do  

     everyday work.

2.  Primary Source inventories of citizens in colonial times.  Introduce              

     inventories to students. There are two rural and two non-rural inventories.  The links for the    

    inventories are: 

 Peyton Randolph Inventory-
http://chnm.gmu.edu/probateinventory/document.php?estateID=243
   Sarah  Green  Inventory
http://chnm.gmu.edu/probateinventory/document.php?estateID=131 

Willoughby Allerton Inventory
http://chnm.gmu.edu/probateinventory/document.php?estateID=7 

 John 

Washington
http://chnm.gmu.edu/probateinventory/document.php?estateID=322 

As a class read through one inventory together.  Then students will be placed in small groups of 4-5.  Groups will have different inventories to examine.  Then they will answer the guiding questions.  The purpose of this activity is to lead students to think about tools and how they were used.

3.  Question----Pose mystery question.  How were tools used in Colonial America to take care of

     business in everyday life?  

4.  Students work in groups to complete the organizer about tools.  Students will use artifacts and

     trade books as they are researching the tools.  The trade books used will be A Museum of   

     Early American Tools, Early American Trades Coloring Book, Tools and Gadgets, Crafts and  

     Occupations Coloring Book
5.  Students will present their findings to the class.  In their presentations students should include

     what they think each artifact is used for and who might have used it.

6.  Reveal what the tools actually are.  Prompt students to think about their hypothesis of what

     the tools were and if they were correct or incorrect.

7.  Show video clips of some of the tools in use.  The video clips should help students to better

     understand how the tools were used.

8.  As a review of the tools and their use play “I have, who has.”  This game will review

     student’s knowledge of the tools and their uses.

9.  Students will answer reflection questions about the activity and history mystery

     question.




	6. Establishing the Hypothesis (Include the instructions for students as well as a graphic organizer for them to use for collecting data.)

	Students will discuss all the artifacts within their groups.  Students should review their notes on the graphic organizer as a group and decide what their hypothesis will be.


	7.  Explaining the Hypothesis  (What product will students use to explain their hypothesis?  Include the rubrics for assessment of products and student self-reflection.)


	Students will use a graphic organizer to decide what it could be, the use, who might use it, and anything related it would be related to today.

After completing the organizer, students will share the hypothesis they have developed.

Reflection Question-

1. Compare the tools we use today with colonial tools.

2. Select one colonial tool and describe how advances in technology have improved our way of life.

3. Why do you think groups (colonial people vs. Native Americans vs. slaves) had such different types of tools?  What did this say about how they used their resources and the different types of work to be done?

Rubric will be used for organizer and for reflection questions.




	8.  Resources Used in the Lesson  (Include a thorough bibliography of books, articles, websites, etc.)



	Books:

· Kalman, Bobbie  Tools and Gadgets.  New York:  Crabtree Publishing Company, 1992.

· Copeland, Peter   Early American Crafts and Occupations.  Mineola, NY:  Dover Publication, 1994.

Websites:  

· Inventory site:  
         http://chnm.gmu.edu/probateinventory/
· Video demonstrations:

Mortar and Pestle demonstration

· http://www.associatedcontent.com/video/11334/how_to_use_a_mortar_pestle.html?cat=22 
Hand Carding demonstration
· http://www.joyofhandspinning.com/hand-carding.shtml 

Flint demonstration
· http://www.metacafe.com/watch/726970/fire_by_flint_and_steel_2/ 
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Clue #6
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Clue #11
Clue Sources

Clue 1
http://blacksmithrick.com/images/blacksmith/flint-striker-set.jpg 

Clue 2

http://www.norwestcompany.com/minipipe.jpg 

Clue 3

https://secure.llamaproducts.com/assets/product_pics/hand_wool_cards.jpg
Clue 4a and b, 5, 7,8,9, and 10

Pictures taken during Williamsburg trip

Clue 6

http://omahalanguage.unl.edu/images/large/DSC_1841.jpg
Clue 11

http://blog.lib.umn.edu/ldfs/8x32/images/rugbeater.jpg
Clue 12

Tools and Gadgets by Bobbie Kalman  Crabtree Publishing

Inventory Guiding Questions

Group Members______________________________________

Inventory of _________________________________________

1.  What kinds of items were worth more money?  What was worth less money?

2.  List any items that you don’t recognize or understand.

3.  What do the items tell you about how the person lived?

4.  Do you think the person lived in town or in the country?  Give reasons why you believe this.

	Name of Tools
	Place that the tool was found

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Graphic Organizer:  How Were Tools Used in Colonial America to Take Care of Business?

Directions:  Observing the tools, take notes about the tools, who might use the tools, purpose of the tool, and similar tool of today.  Then organize them into one of the four categories on the page.  Use the information to form a hypothesis answering the question, “How were tools used in Colonial America to take care of business?
	Notes:



	Who used the tool?
	Identify the tool.
	Use of the tool?
	Similar tool used today.

	Colonist
	
	
	

	Native Americans
	
	
	

	Field Slaves
	
	
	

	House Slaves
	
	
	


Rubric:  How were tools used in Colonial America to take care of business?

	Category
	Distinguished

25 points
	Proficient

20 points
	Apprentice

15 points
	Novice

10 points

	Supported 

Hypothesis
	You used details and explanations to support your hypothesis about tools used in Colonial America.
	You supported your hypothesis about tools used in Colonial America.
	You attempted to support your hypothesis about tools used in Colonial America but some parts didn’t support it.
	You did not support your hypothesis about tools used in Colonial America.

	Graphic Organizer
	You included one accurate fact for all of the 12 categories.
	You included at least 1 accurate fact for 9-11 of the 12 categories.
	You included at least 1 accurate fact for 6-8 of the 12 categories.
	You included at least 1 accurate fact for 5 or fewer of the 12 categories.

	Content Accuracy

(Reflection questions)
	You finished all parts of the question and made connections between ideas and the real world.
	You finished most of the questions with a few or little mistakes or wrong ideas.
	You finished some parts of the question, your answer may not be complete but shows some understanding.
	You answer only a small part of the question, with little or no understanding.  

	Group Presentation
	Hypothesis is clearly stated.  Students present information in logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow.
	Hypothesis is stated.  Most information presented in a logical sequence.
	Concepts and ideas are loosely connected; lacks clear transitions
	 Hypothesis is not clear.  No apparent logical order of presentation


Teacher Comments:

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Student Score: _____
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