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We have designed a five-day mystery lesson on the causes of the Revolutionary war (although it could be spread out to six or seven days).  In this lesson, students will be investigating several events that caused the Revolutionary War.  Students will make a hypothesis and use graphic organizers to help assist them in finding the answer to the question, “What caused the Revolutionary War?”  The materials necessary for lesson implementation are listed on page 3 and most of the materials are included with the lesson (visuals and primary sources).  


The students will be first exploring the Stamp Act and the Townshend Act using a Moviemaker clip and reading packet.  Students will then explore the Boston Massacre and The Boston Tea Party once again using a Moviemaker clip and reading packets.  Then students will investigate the Intolerable Acts using a task rotation.  Finishing up the unit, the students will watch the Johnny Tremain movie and complete a written assessment with multiple-choice questions and an open response.  The assessment was developed in the KCCT format and is, as is the lesson itself, based on Kentucky Core Content.  Students will also complete a self-reflection using three questions that require evidence and higher order thinking.  

GRREC’s Teaching American History Grant

 History as Mystery Lesson Plan
Lesson Topic: Causes of the Revolutionary War

Team Name: Students Learning History
Teachers’ Names: Susan Dyer, Laureen Laumeyer, and Heather Roach
	1.  History Mystery Question

	What caused the Revolutionary War?


	2.  Targeted Standards:  (KY Core Content, Program of Studies, Academic Expectations)

	Core Content:
SS-05-2.3.1 
Students will describe various forms of interactions (compromise, cooperation, conflict) that occurred between diverse groups (e.g., Native Americans, European Explorers, English colonists, British Parliament) in the history of the United States. DOK 2

SS-05-2.3.2

Students will give examples of conflicts between individuals or groups and describe appropriate conflict resolution strategies (e.g., compromise, cooperation, communication). DOK 2

SS-05-5.2.4

Students will describe significant historical events in each of the broad historical periods and eras in U.S. history (Colonization and Settlement, Revolution and a New Nation, Expansion and Conflict, Industrialization and Immigration, Twentieth Century to Present) and explain cause and effect relationships. DOK 3

SS-05-5.1.1

Students will use a variety of primary and secondary sources (e.g., artifacts, diaries, maps, timelines) to describe significant events in the history of the U.S. and interpret different perspectives. DOK 3

Program of Studies:
SS-5-CS-S-3

Students will describe conflicts that occurred among and between diverse groups (e.g., Native Americans and the early Explorers, Native Americans and the Colonists, the British Government and the English Colonists, Native Americans and the U.S. Government) during the settlement of the United States; explain the causes of these conflicts and the outcomes

SS-5-CS-U-3

Students will understand that interactions among individuals and groups assume various 

forms (e.g., compromise, cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture.
SS-5-CS-U-4
Students will understand that a variety of factors promote cultural diversity in a society, nation and world.
SS-5-HP-U-2
Students will understand that the history of the United States can be analyzed by examining significant eras (Colonization and Settlement, Revolution and a New Nation, Expansion and Conflict, Industrialization and Immigration and the Twentieth Century) to develop a chronological understanding and recognize cause and effect relationships and multiple causation, tying past to present.

SS-5-HP-S-1

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the interpretative nature of history using a variety of tools (e.g., primary and secondary sources):

a) investigate and chronologically describe major events in United States history (e.g., using timelines, charts, fictional and report writing, role playing)
b) explain and draw inferences about the importance of major events in United States history

c) examine cause and effect relationships in the history of the United States; identify examples of multiple causes of major historical events

SS-5-HP-U-3
Students will understand that the history of the United States has been impacted by

Significant individuals, groups and advances In technology.

Academic Expectations
2.16
Students observe, analyze, and interpret human behaviors, social groupings, and   

            institutions to better understand people and the relationships among individuals and among    

            groups.

2.17 Students interact effectively and work cooperatively with the many ethnic and cultural groups of our nation and world.

2.20
Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues 

            to develop historical perspective.


	3.  Critical Vocabulary     (What vocabulary will they need to know?  How will you teach it?)


	Conflict                                                 Secondary Source

Conflict resolution                                War

Cause and Effect                                   Tax

Freedom                                                Broadside

Liberty                                                  Massacre

Revolution                                            Pamphlet

Primary Source

Vocabulary will be reviewed during discussion, as students should be familiar with each word already.


	4. The Lesson Hook   (Encountering the Problem) 

	   Watch the moviemaker, (The causes of the Revolution).   Then have several students from another class come in and stand in various places through out the room.  After they are position say, “Here ye, Here ye, Attention, Attention!” (Teacher should be ring a bell as they are speaking)  Then tell students that you have important news to tell them. Explain to the class that the school needs to raise money in order to continue to provide materials. From here on, students will need to buy a stamp to place on certain papers. Explain that there will need to be a stamp on agendas, homework, and letters.   The cost of each stamp is 5 cents and that these visiting students are the tax collectors.  Explain to students that the tax collected will go to support the school with new materials. Allow students to share their feelings about this new policy and record student responses on the board. Have the visiting students leave and explain that they will return soon to collect money in exchange for stamps. (Explain to the students that this was a lesson hook and it will not really be taken affect.)


	5.  Examining and Interpreting the Clues  (Include all clues or sources that students will use to answer the mystery. Include directions for students, amount of time required, resources needed, specific instructions for implementing the lesson, etc.) 

	*Teacher note: asterisk items will need to be purchased before implementing this lesson.  You will need one for each group.

Clues for lesson

1. Photo of stamp (SLH6 & SLH7)

2. Tea*

3. Glass bottle*

4. Moviemaker of Boston Massacre

5. Moviemaker of King George

6. Moviemaker of Stamp Act

7. Photo coins (SLH9)

8. Photo notary seal (SLH8)

9. Wax*

10. Crown

11. Tricorn hats

12. Musket Ball*

13. Indian Feather Hats

14. Photo Paul Revere Engraving (SLH10)

Day 1: Stamp Act and Townshend Act

1. To prepare for day one lesson, have groups already picked.  Each group will have a tricorn hat with the photo of the stamp, tea, glass bottle, coins, and photo of notary seal in a tricorn hat. Have a piece of chart paper in the middle for the each group to write on.

2. On the bottom of the paper, have students write their hypotheses from the artifacts in the hat.

3. Discuss what each group wrote down on their chart paper.

4. Show video clip of two colonists discussing the poster about the stamp act.

5. Ask students, “What was the Stamp Act?” Students are going to answer the question using graphic organizer (SLH18-SLH20) and the reading packets (SLH11-SLH17) provided for each group.

6. Have each group present their findings and ask if they still agree with their hypothesis; have them give evidence.

Day 2: Boston Massacre and Boston Tea Party

1. Play the video clue for the Boston Massacre.

2. Then have each group brainstorm on their chart paper what has just happened.  After about ten minutes have groups share.  Then show and discuss the photo of the engraving of Paul Revere.

3. Beforehand, pick a student from another class to represent the king.  Before the king enters, make sure he has his crown and burlap bag with the word “repel” on front sides.

4. The king will enter with the burlap bag and tell everyone that he has repealed all taxes but the tea tax.  Then have each group place their items in the burlap bag except the tea.

5. Have students get in the same groups as day before have them look at what is left in their hat (bag of tea) and answer the question “How do you feel about the tea still being there?”

6. Students will then use graphic organizer (SLH35) to find out more information about the Boston Tea Party using information (SLH21-SLH34) that has been printed out for each group.

7. Talk about findings and then have students put on their Indian headbands and dump their tea in a bucket (write the Boston Harbor on bucket) of water as they sing the song “The Tea and the Taxes.”  The teacher plays Sam Adams and encourages students to dump tea in the Boston Harbor.

Day 3: Intolerable Acts

1. Show the video clue of King George mad about what has taken place with the tea.

2. Then go over Intolerable Acts task rotation. (SLH-36-SLH37) (Each group will only do two rotations for the day.)

Day 4: Intolerable Acts

1. Review Task Rotation. Finish the last two rotations.

2. Go back to the chart paper from previous days and go through the items and talk about how each contributed to the war and give evidence/support from their findings.

Day 5: Assessment

1. Show video of Johnny Tremain.

2. Discuss what has been seen in the movie and relate movie to real life.

3. Then pass out written assessment. (SLH38-SLH43)


	6. Establishing the Hypothesis (Include the instructions for students as well as a graphic organizer for them to use for collecting data.)

	Students will discuss all artifacts each day with their groups.  Students will review their notes and on their graphic organizer (attached) decide what their hypothesis will be and find evidence to support or refute their hypothesis.


	7.  Explaining the Hypothesis  (What product will students use to explain their hypothesis?  Include the rubrics for assessment of products and student self-reflection.)


	Students will be given graphic organizers to help support their hypothesis after about 15 minutes, each group will present what they have found to help support their hypothesis.

Students will be given a rubric to complete their task rotation.  Go over rubric and each rotation to explain what is expected of students.  

Self-reflection: At end of the lesson have students answer these questions independently in their Social Studies journal.

Questions:

1. What are four facts that contributed to the Revolutionary War?

2. How was your hypothesis supported by evidence?

3. Fill out Intolerable Acts reflection sheet.


	8.  Resources Used in the Lesson  (Include a thorough bibliography of books, articles, websites, etc.)



	Materials

· Chart paper, markers

· Graphic Organizers and rubrics

· Sample of artifacts for hats each day

· Moviemaker clues

· Task Rotation

Websites:

· http://www.history.org/history/teaching/tchcrsta.cfm
· http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/wwww/us/stampactdef.htm
· http://www.indiana.edu/~liblilly/history/stamp-act-woodbridge.html
· http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon.amerrev/parliament/stamp_act_1765.htm
· http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+0370240a))

· http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/S?pp/ils:@FILREQ(@field(SUBJ+@od1(Tea--Massachusetts--1770-1780+))+@FIELD(COLLID+cpbr))

· http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/S?pp/ils:@FILREQ(@field(SUBJ+@od1(Tea--1770-1780+))+@FIELD(COLLID+cpbr))

· http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/I?ils:1:./temp/~pp_jRH8::displayType=1:m856sd=cph:m856sf=3c32020:@@@il
· http://memory.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3a00000/3a02000/3a02200/3a02240r.jpg
· http://www.boston-tea-party.org/
· www.rosenbach.org/
Books:

· Schanzer, R. George vs. George: The American Revolution as seen from Both Sides.  New York: Scholastic, 2004

· Sheldon, K. Tunes That Teach American History.  New York: Scholastic, 2005.


CLUE #1
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CLUE #2
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CLUE #3
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CLUE #4
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CLUE #5
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What was the Stamp Act?

Research Packet

Preview

A Summary of the 1765 Stamp Act 
[image: image37.jpg]


The Stamp Act was passed by the British Parliament on March 22, 1765. The new tax was imposed on all American colonists and required them to pay a tax on every piece of printed paper they used. Ship's papers, legal documents, licenses, newspapers, other publications, and even playing cards were taxed. The money collected by the Stamp Act was to be used to help pay the costs of defending and protecting the American frontier near the Appalachian Mountains (10,000 troops were to be stationed on the American frontier for this purpose).

The actual cost of the Stamp Act was relatively small. What made the law so offensive to the colonists was not so much its immediate cost but the standard it seemed to set. In the past, taxes and duties on colonial trade had always been viewed as measures to regulate commerce, not to raise money. The Stamp Act, however, was viewed as a direct attempt by England to raise money in the colonies without the approval of the colonial legislatures. If this new tax were allowed to pass without resistance, the colonists reasoned, the door would be open for far more troublesome taxation in the future.

Few colonists believed that they could do anything more than grumble and buy the stamps until the Virginia House of Burgesses adopted Patrick Henry's Stamp Act Resolves. These resolves declared that Americans possessed the same rights as the English, especially the right to be taxed only by their own representatives; that Virginians should pay no taxes except those voted by the Virginia House of Burgesses; and that anyone supporting the right of Parliament to tax Virginians should be considered an enemy of the colony. The House of Burgesses defeated the most extreme of Henry's resolutions, but four of the resolutions were adopted. Virginia Governor Fauquier did not approve of the resolutions, and he dissolved the House of Burgesses in response to their passage.

http://www.history.org/history/teaching/tchcrsta.cfm
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Stamp Act 
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Definition: First direct British tax on American colonists. Instituted in November, 1765. Every newspaper, pamphlet, and other public and legal document had to have a Stamp, or British seal, on it. The Stamp, of course, cost money. The colonists didn't think they should have to pay for something they had been doing for free for many years, and they responded in force, with demonstrations and even with a diplomatic body called the Stamp Act Congress, which delivered its answer to the Crown. Seeing the hostile reaction in the colonies, the British government repealed the [image: image38.png]


Stamp Act in March 1766 but at the same time passed the Declaratory Act, which said that Great Britain was superior (and boss of) the American colonies "in all cases whatsoever." The Stamp Act gave the colonists a target for their rage. Indeed, the Sons of Liberty was formed in response to this Act. The Stamp Act Congress also gave the colonists a model for the Continental Congress. 

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/wwww/us/stampactdef.htm
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http://www.indiana.edu/~liblilly/history/stamp-act-woodbridge.html
[image: image9.jpg](279)

Anno quinto
Georgii IILRegis.

CAP XIL

certain Stamp
Briifs Co-

s in merica, towards
aying the Expences of defendiny
protecting, a the fame
ing fuch Parts of the feveral Ads of
o the Trade and Re-

covering the
in mentioncd.

i peReamnm
"’fﬂ Sctanof i





http://www.indiana.edu/~liblilly/history/stamp-act-woodbridge.html
Assignment #1 – The Stamp Act, 1765 Excerpt

The Stamp Act, 1765

WHEREAS by an act made in the last session of parliament, several duties were granted, continued, and appropriated, towards defraying the expences of defending, protecting, and securing, the British colonies and plantations in America: and whereas it is just and necessary, that provision be made for raising a further revenue within your Majesty's dominions in America, towards defraying the said expences: we, your Majestyâ€™s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the commons of Great Britain in parliament assembled, have therefore resolved to give and grant unto your Majesty the several rates and duties herein after mentioned; and do most humbly beseech your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the Kingâ€™s most excellent majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, That from and after the first day of November, one thousand seven hundred and sixty five, there shall be raised, levied, collected, and paid unto his Majesty, his heirs, and successors, throughout the colonies and plantations in America which now are, or hereafter may be, under the dominion of his Majesty, his heirs and successors, 

Examples of items requiring a stamp: 

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be ingrossed, written or printed, any declaration, plea, replication, rejoinder, demurrer, or other pleading, or any copy thereof, in any court of law within the British colonies and plantations in America, a stamp duty of three pence. 

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be ingrossed, written, or printed, any bond for securing the payment of any sum of money above twenty pounds, and not exceeding forty pounds of sterling money, within such colonies, plantations, and islands, a stamp duty of one shilling and six pence. 

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be ingrossed, written, or printed, any copy of any will (other than the probate thereof) monition, libel, answer, allegation, inventory, or renunciation in ecclesiastical matters in any such court, a stamp duty of six pence 

For every pack of such cards, the sum of one shilling. 

And for every pair of such dice, the sum of ten shillings. 

For every pamphlet and paper being larger than one whole sheet, and not exceeding six sheets in octavo, or in a lesser page, or not exceeding twelve sheets in quarto, or twenty sheets in folio, which shall be so printed, a duty after the rate of one shilling for every sheet of any kind of paper which shall be contained in one printed copy thereof. 

For every advertisement to be contained in any gazette, newspaper, or other paper, or any pamphlet which shall be so printed, a duty of two shillings. 

And for every almanack or calendar written or printed within the said colonies and plantations, to serve for several years, duties to the same amount respectively shall be paid for every such year. 

Accessed from the Avalon Project, June 3, 2006, http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/amerrev/parliament/stamp_act_1765.htm 
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Assignment #3

George Grenville’s Speech in the House of Commons,

January 14, 1766

George Grenville was the Prime Minister of Britain when the Stamp Act was passed in

1765.

Parliament’s Right to Tax the Colonies

. . .That this kingdom has the sovereign, the supreme legislative power over America, is granted. It cannot be denied; and taxation is a part of that sovereign power. It is one branch of the legislation. It is, it has been exercised, over those who are not, who were never represented. It is exercised over the India Company, the merchants of London, and the proprietors of the stocks, and over great manufacturing towns. It was exercised over the county… of Chester… before they sent any representatives to parliament....  Protection and obedience are reciprocal. Great Britain protects America, America is bound to yield obedience. If not, tell me when the Americans were emancipated? When

they want the protection of this kingdom, they are always very ready to ask it. That protection has always been afforded them in the most full and ample manner. The nation has run itself into an immense debt to give them this protection; and now they are called upon to contribute a small share towards the public expense. . . .

Bullion, John L. A Great and Necessary Measure: George Grenville and the Genesis of the Stamp

Act, 1763-

What Caused the Revolutionary War?

What was the Stamp Act?

Questions to Ponder:  Answer these questions when you are finished with all three assignments.

· How does the Stamp Act make you feel?

· Would the Stamp Act have an impact on your life as an American Colonist?  How would it or why might it not?

Directions:  

Working with your group:

Preview

· “Choral read” as a group the articles under PREVIEW in your resource packet to familiarize yourself with the Stamp Act

· “A Summary of the 1765 Stamp Act” 

· The Stamp Act

· Discuss briefly together

Assignment #1

1. Read the excerpt of the Stamp Act of 1765

2. Make a list of papers that require a British stamp after the Stamp Act of 1765 was enacted.

3. Which of these do you think would affect your daily life if were a colonist in 1765?

Stamp Act of 1765

	Papers Requiring a British Stamp
	Cost of Tax
	Rank which you think would affect your life the most as a colonist in 1765.

(1 being the most affected)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Reflection:  How were you impacted by the taxes (without your permission) and if it didn’t affect you, what would you think about people who were mad? 

Assignment #2

Analyzing “The Maryland Gazette,” October 10, 1765

Examine the copy of The Maryland Gazette. Use the front page of the newspaper to answer the following questions.

1. Look at the newspaper.  What do you notice about the physical appearance of the document?

2. What is the date on the newspaper?

3. According to the article, what is about to happen to the newspaper?  Why?

4. What is significant about November 1st?

5. What is the image in the lower right hand corner?  How do you know?

6. What is the author’s opinion of the Stamp Act?  Support your answer with evidence from the article. 

Assignment #3

Analyzing George Grenville's Speech in the House of Commons

Examine George Grenville’s Speech in the House of Commons. Using this document and the glossary, answer the questions below.

1. Who gave this speech? 

2. What was his position?

3. To whom is his audience?  How do you know?

4. What does the speaker say about Britain’s power over America?

5. What does the speaker say that America owes Britain?

6. What is the speaker’s opinion of the Stamp Act?  Support your answer with evidence from the speech.

What was the Boston Tea Party?

Research Packet
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On Tuefday fat the budy of the peopie of :this and
all the adjicent towns, and sthers frem the diftance of
#wenty miles, affenbied at the old fouth meeting-houf:,
to inquire the reafon of the delay in fending the th p
Daiumouth, with the Eaft-India Tea back to London 3
and having found that the owner had not taken (he ne-
ceflary fleps for that purpofe, they exjoin’d him at his
peril to demand of the collc&or of th: cuit: ms a clear-
§ince for the thip, and appointed a coum tee of tew to
fec it pororm'd ; after which they a’jurn'd to the
Thurfday f.llowing ten o’clock. They then met and
be.ng mform’d by Mi.Rotch, that a clearance was refus'd
him, ithey enj yo'd him immediately to enter a proteft
and apply to the governor for a pafs poit by the cattle,
and adjourn’d again till three o'clock for the fame day.
At which time they again met and after waiting till near
funfet Mr. Rotch camez in and infoim’d them that he bad
accordingly enter'd his proteft and waited on the gover-
nor for a pafs, but his excellency told him he could not
corfiftent with his duty grant it untii his ve.] was qua-
1fied. The people finding all their efforts to preferve
the property of the Eaft India compsny and return it
fafely to London, fruftrated by the tea confignees, the
colletlor of the cuftoms and the governor of the province,
DisSOLVED their meeting. —But, BEHOLD. what fol-
Jowed | A pumber of brave & refolutc wen, deteimined
0 do all in their power to fave their country from the
ruin which their enemies had plotted, in lefs thao four
hours, emptied every cheft of tea on board the three fhips
comurnded by the captains Hail, Bruce, and Cuffia,
amounting to 342 chefls, into the fea ! ! without the
lealt damage done to the fips or any other property.
“Fiie mafters and owners are well pleas’d that their fhips
aie thus clear'd ; and the people are almoft univerfaily
congratulating each other on this happy event.

([ The particular Account of the Proceedings of
the People at their Mecting on Tuefday and Thur/-
day laft, are omitted this Week for want of Room.]

Capt. Loring in a Brig from London icr (iis Place,
hrving 58 Chefts of the Wik i o s it
athore on the Back of Cape-C.d Il Friday fe'nnight :
*Tis expeted the Cape Indians will give us a good Ac-
count of the Tea againft our next.

Extra®t of a Letter from Philadclphia, dated
December 11, 1773.

—<¢ Your Refolutions of 29th ult. were pub-
lickly read at our Coffee-Houfle lalt Thur(day, to
a large Company of our firt Merchants,who gave
three Cheers by Way of Approbation.”

We hear from Philadelphia, that Capt. Ayres, in a
Ship chartered by the Eaft India Company, to biing
their Teas to that Place, had arrived at ihe Cape of
Deleware (Mr. Gilbert Barclay, one of the Confignees,
being Paflenger on board) but that the Pilots had refu-
fed to bring her up the Ruver ; and Letters being fent o
the Captain & Confignee, inclofing theirRefolves sefpeét-
ing each of them, that if they prefumed to come thither,
it would be at their Peril, and the inevitable Defiru8lion
of both Veflel and Cargo ; i Confequence of which ins
aelligence, it was f1id they had gone off, but whether to
the Place from whence they cawme, or fcme other Port,
was uncertain j though his might be depended on, that
they would not be permitted to Jund the Tea in any Part
of that Province.

We are pofitively informed that the patriotic
inhabitants of Lexington, at a late meeting, una-
nimoutfly refolved againlt the ufe of Bohea Tea of
all forts, Dutch or Englifh importation 3 and te
manifelt the fincerity ot their refolution, they bro’t
together every ounce contained in the town, and
committed it to'one common bonfire,

1\ We arealfo informed, Charleftown is in motion
to follow their illuftrious example.

Quere. Would it not materially affe@ the bring-
ing this deteftable herb into difufe; if every town
would enjoin their Sele@tmen to deny licences to
‘all houfes of entertainment who were known to
afford.tea to their guclts ?

Our reafon_for fuggefting this, is the difficulty
thefe people are under to avoid dithing out this

oifon, without fuch a provifion in their favour.
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[image: image18.png]lot. RESOLYED, that we acknowledge his magesty George 779, Ring of
Great Buitain, France, and Treland, to be oun nightfel. and lauful

soveneige 1o whom we owe and fromise all dutifel allegiance and.
dubmission.

2ud. RESOLYED, that wo duty o tares can constitutionally be opposed
on ws, but by oun own consent glven personally, on by oun own
nepresentatives.

Sud. RESOLYED, that the act of the Buctish panliament of the Tth of
Gewnge 199, chafiten 46, suljecting the colonies to a duty on tea, fon
the funfrose of ralding nevenue ln Hmertca, & unconstitutional,
oppressive, and caleatated ts enslave the Americas.

Geth. RESOLVED, thenefore. that whoever shall impont. on in any way add
01 asaior dun imfpionting, o iutroducing from any fiant of Great Buitatn,

ot any other place whatsoeser, ints this town or country, any tea

subject to the frayment of a duty imposed by the aforesaid act of
Parttament; o whocuer shall willingly and bnowingly scll, buy, o
condume, in any way asoidt in the sale, funchase, on condumption of

any tea inported as afsrcsaid subject to a duty, e, o they, shall be
dtigmatized as enemies to the (ibentics of America.

Sth. RESOLYED. that we will wot ouly steadily adhere ts the foregoing
nedolues, but will endeavon ts eveite our worthy weighbons to a libe
fratriotic conduct, and to whocser, amougat, shall nefuse his
concamence, on after complylng, shall desent the cause, and buowingly
desiate from the tuie spinit and meaning of these oun nesolutions, we
wlll wmark b out as an inimical to the ldberties of America, an
wnworthy memben of the commantty, and a fendon wot desersing oun
wotiee oun wegard.

6th. RESOLYED, that the foregoing nesolves be frinted. that oun
bnothens éu this and other colonies may bnow our sentiments as thereis
contained.

Stgued by orden of the Committee,
W. Wnight, Plerk
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The Boston Tea Party

The Boston Tea Party began on November 28, 1773, when the Dartmouth

sailed into Boston Harbor, carrying 114 chests of East India Company tea. Most

Bostonians agreed that the tea must not be allowed to land, since the unpopular

tax would be paid the moment the tea was offloaded onto the wharf at Boston

Harbor. (Boston Tea Party, 118-119) In response, Boston’s East India Company

traders insisted that tea, once exported from Britain, could not be returned.

Under the law, the merchants had 20 days to pay the customs and the tea tax, or

leave the port. If they refused to do so, the ships and their contents could be

seized by local customs officials, who would pay the tax and sell the tea. To

compound the problem, the Eleanor and the Beaver arrived in Boston Harbor a

few days later loaded with tea. (Boston Tea Party, 119) Immediately, meetings

by the Sons of Liberty, a group of patriots led by Samuel Adams, were organized

to discuss the arrival of the ships carrying tea. Notices were posted around

Boston urging the colonists to meet and to discuss further actions. Although the

East India Company realized they had no good options, they agreed to leave the

tea loaded aboard the ships until instructions could arrive from London. (Boston

Tea Party, 122)

On Thursday, December 16, one day prior to the seizing of the tea, a

group of 5000 colonists came to a town meeting to discuss their options. (Boston

Tea Party, 139) The East India Company traders in Boston were instructed at the

meeting to go to Governor Hutchinson and demand a pass for the ships to leave

the Port of Boston. The Governor refused to give the orders to allow the ships to

leave the harbor without unloading the tea first.

Thousands of Bostonians and farmers from the area gathered to hear

Samuel Adams address the crowd, announcing their meeting with cries of “A

mob! A mob!” Adams denounced Governor Hutchinson for refusing to allow the

vessels to leave with the tea aboard. The large group then requested that the

East India Company traders ask the ship owner the following pair of questions:

1. “Would he order his vessel back to England with the tea on board?

His reply was, “No!”

2. Did he intend to unload the tea?

His reply was, “He would attempt to unload the tea if properly called upon

by authorities and then only to protect himself.” (Boston Tea Party, 141)

Sam Adams announced to the group that, “He did not see what more the

inhabitants could do to save their county.” His words were a signal to proceed to

the Boston Harbor to dump the tea. Other witnesses at this pivotal town meeting

heard cries of others saying “Boston Harbor a tea-pot tonight!” “The Mohawks

are come!”

The Boston Tea Party was a well-organized event that included

representatives from all the social classes of the city. One common story from

the event told of John Hancock, the richest man in Massachusetts marching side

by side with a shoemaker. Although likely untrue, the story was based on the

reality that the gentry were involved as organizers and leaders, something that

had generally been untrue during previous mob actions. At the Tea Party itself,

groups of 30 to 60 men boarded the three ships that were now in the Boston

Harbor at Griffin’s Wharf and each custom officer was escorted off the ship. The

only goal of the group was to dump the chests of tea into the water, 114 chests

from the Dartmouth, 114 from the Eleanor, and 112 from the Beaver. The

Boston Tea Party took less then 3 hours to finish. Government officials watched,

but never gave an order to interfere. (Boston Tea Party, 144) The Boston Tea

Party accomplished much for the patriot cause, as it symbolized just how far they

were willing to go in order to oppose laws they felt were unfair. Yet it also

disgusted those who supported Parliament’s decisions, by proving that the

patriots were perfectly willing to destroy private property in the name of their

goals.

Great Britain retaliated with the Intolerable Acts, which fatally drove the

political and economic conflicts with Britain towards war and eventual

independence. These acts closed the Port of Boston until the value of the

destroyed teas was paid to the East India Company and banned town meetings.

Officials were given new powers to force Massachusetts colonists to quarter and

supply royal troops. And, most importantly, the Acts made government in

Massachusetts less democratic. The punishment the British imposed on the

citizens of Boston, particularly the closing of the port, enraged citizens in the

other colonies. This anger led to “tea parties” elsewhere.
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What kind of tea was destroyed at the Boston Tea Party?

With the tea having stirred up such a controversy in 1773, it would be interesting find out what kind of tea was actually used in the famous protest. The two approaches that could be used to answer this question may lead to different conclusions.
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Britain’s oldest tea merchant Davison, Newman & Co., whose tea chests were destroyed in the 1773 tea party, still operates today. It markets a Boston Harbour Tea brand which is described is a fine blend of select Ceylon and Darjeeling teas from India. Tea connoisseurs have applauded its sweet aroma and brisk flavor for many years. You can order the Boston Harbor tea online for under $10 from the US distributor in West Concord, MA. So it is reasonably to assume that the same Indian tea was used in the Boston Tea Party as well.

But according to the information from the website of the Old South Meeting house museum in Boston, the tea that was thrown into the harbor during the Boston Tea Party may not have been from India at all. Because East India Tea company in fact conducted some business in China, mostly related to opium trade, it is possible that the tea was actually Chinese. The researches believe that the famous tea was the one called Bohea tea that came from Wiyi mountains in Jujian Province, China.

Chester Town Resolutions 

From the Gazette, May 21, 1774 

These resolutions were passed by a group of gentlemen after meeting in a public house in Chester Town. A shipment of English tea had been discovered in a British ship, Geddes. After discussing what they should do about the tea, they passed the following resolutions. 
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NARA: 148-GW-439WAR & CONFLICT #: 3

	Nathaniel Barber
Samuel Barnard
Henry Bass
Edward Bates
Thomas Bolter
David Bradlee
Josiah Bradlee
Nathaniel Bradlee
Thomas Bradlee
James Brewer
Seth Ingersoll Brown
Stephen Bruse
Benjamin Burton
Nicholas Campbell
George Carlton
Thomas Chase
Benjamin Clarke
John Cohran
Gilbert Colesworthy
Gershom Collier
Adam Collson
James Foster Dondy
S. Collidge
Samuel Cooper
Thomas Crafts, Jr
John Crane
Thomas Dana
Robert Davis
Edward Dolbear
George Duton
Joseph Eaton
Joseph Eayres
Francis Akeley (Eckley)
Benjamin Edes
William Etheridge
Thomas Gerrish
Samuel Gore
Moses Grant
Nathiel Greene
Samuel Hammond
William Hendley
George T. Hewes
John Hicks
	Samuel Hobbs
John Hooten
Samuel Howard
Edward C. Howe
Jonathan Hunnewell
Richard Hunnewell
Richard Hunnewell, Jr
Thomas Hunstable
Abraham Hunt
Daniel Ingersoll
Daniel Ingoldson
David Kinnison
Joseph Lee
Amos Lincoln
Mathew Loring
Joseph Lovering
Thomas Machin
Ebenezer Mackintosh*
Archibald Macneil
Martin
Thompson Maxwell
John May
Mead
Thomas Melvill
William Molineux
Thomas Moore
Anthony Morse
Joseph Mountford
Eliphalet Newell
Joseph Palmer
Jonathan Parker
Joseph Payson
Samuel Peck
John Peters
William Pierce
Lendell Pitts
Samuel Pitts
Thomas Porter
Henry Prentiss
John Prince
Edward Proctor
Henry Purkitt
John Randall
	Paul Revere
Benjamin Rice
Joseph Roby
John Russell*
William Russell*
Robert Sessions
Joseph Shed
Benjamin Simpson
Peter Slater
Samuel Sloper
Thomas Spear
Samuel Sprague
John Spur
James Starr
Phineas Stearns
Ebenezer Stevens
Elisha Story
James Swan
Abe Tower
John Truman
Thomas Urann
Josiah Wheeler
Thomas White
David Williams
Isaac Williams
Jer. Williams
Tom Williams
Nathaniel Willis
Joshua Wyeth
Thomas Young



The Complete List of Participants

The men who dumped tea into Boston Harbor were from many different backgrounds. About one-third of them were skilled artisans such as carpenters, masons and shoemakers. A much smaller number were merchants, doctors, clerks, and the like.

The occupations of all the participants are not known, but the majority were probably apprentices and common laborers, Alongside participants of English descent were men of Irish, Scottish, French, African and Portuguese origins. The Tea Party was also the work of young people.

Two-thirds of those whose ages were known were under 20, including 16 teenagers. Only nine are known to have been 40 years old or older. Most of the men were from Boston and vicinity, but some came from as far away as Worcester and Maine. Listed below are named of patriots recorded to have been involved in the Tea Party protest. Not all of the participants are known, as some carried the secret of their participation to the end of their days.
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	Thomas Crafts
	
	Samuel Cooper
	
	George Hewes
	
	David Kinnison
	
	Thomas Melvill
	
	Paul Revere
	
	


Boston Tea Party

Graphic Organizer

	Who
	

	What
	

	Where
	

	When
	

	Why
	


The Intolerable Acts

Task Rotation
Essential Questions:

What were the Intolerable Acts?

How did the colonists respond to the Intolerable Acts?
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In protest to the tax on tea, the colonists of Boston destroy the tea by throwing it overboard into the Boston Harbor.  In response to this action, King George III passed the Coercive Acts in 1774 to punish the colony of Massachusetts for destroying tea that belonged to the East India Company and to show the other American colonies what might happen if they disobey British polices
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King George III’s Intolerable Acts demanded:

1. Boston Harbor would be closed until the colonists paid for all the tea dumped at the Boston Tea Party and the taxes on it.

2. The government would be appointed rather than elected.

3. The governor would choose juries.

4. There would be no town meetings without the governor’s permission.

5. People had to let British soldiers stay in their homes.
	Mastery

Who?  What?  When?  Where?

Working with a partner online, complete the Intolerable Acts Reporting Sheet to find the answers!  Use the websites your teacher has bookmarked.


	Interpersonal
The Boston Tea Party angered British leaders.  In March 1774, Parliament passed a set of laws to punish the Massachusetts colonists.  These laws were called the Coercive Acts.  But the colonists called them the Intolerable Acts because they felt the laws were intolerable.

1. List five rules that you have to obey.

2. Share the list with your group.

3. Debate which rule you think is most unfair.

4. What would you like the rule to be?

5. Can you come up with a compromise?

	Self-Expressive

The people of Boston felt that the laws were unfair.  

Which of the Intolerable Acts do you think is most unfair?  

Design and create a protest poster and/or cartoon to demonstrate against this Intolerable Act.


	Understanding

Why?  

Why would King George III do this?

Working with your group, choose someone to be King George III.  The rest will become part of the Parliament.  Working together, come up with a different way of making the colonists pay for the tea they threw into the Boston Harbor.

Record your group answer on the large document paper.

Compare your solution to King George III’s solution.


Websitess:

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/www/us/intolerableactsdef.htm
http://socsci.gulcoast.edu/dreese/intoler.htm
http://www.historywiz.com/intolerable.htm
http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761579222/Intolerable_Acts.html
http://www.americanrevwar.homestead.com/files/INTOLER.htm
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Grade 5

Social Studies
WHEN ANSWERING QUESTIONS IN THIS TEST BOOKLET
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	CORRECT MARK
	INCORRECT MARKS
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	· Use only soft black lead pencil (No. 2).

	· Do NOT use ink or ball point pen.

	· When marking your answers to multiple-choice questions, mark heavy, dark marks that completely fill the circle. Mark one answer for each question.

	· Erase completely any marks you wish to change.

	· Make NO STRAY marks on any page of your test booklet.

	· For the open-response questions, be sure you write your answers on the lines and spaces provided. Answers or parts of answers written outside the boxed areas cannot be scored.

	


The following is the guide that will be used to evaluate your responses to the open-response questions in this test.
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* You complete all important components of the question and
communicate ideas clearly.

You demonstrate in-depth understanding of the relevant
concepts and/or processes.

Score Point 4

‘Where appropriate, you choose more efficient and/or
sophisticated processes.

‘Where appropriate, you offer insightful interpretations or
extensions (generalizations, applications, analogies).

You complete most important components of the question
and communicate clearly.

Score Point 3 You demonstrate an understanding of major concepts even
though you overlook or misunderstand some less-important
ideas or details.

You complete some important components of the question
and communicate those components clearly.

Score Point 2

You demonstrate that there are gaps in your conceptual
understanding.

You show minimal understanding of the question.

Score Point 1

You address only a small portion of the question.

Score Point 0 * Your answer is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
Blank « You did not give any answer at all.
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Social Studies

	This test section contains a total of eight multiple-choice and one open-response question. Please bubble your answer for each multiple-choice question in the space provided on your answer sheet. 


	        1.
	If you want to read a primary source about the Revolutionary War, which one of the following sources would you select?

	
	A.
	A patriot’s diary

	
	B.
	An encyclopedia article

	
	C.
	A passage from your history book

	
	D.
	A Revolutionary War timeline


	2.
	Colonists learned that their strongest weapon against unpopular British tax was:

	
	A.
	violent demonstrations

	
	B.
	tarring and feathering British officials.

	
	C.
	sending petitions to Parliament.

	
	D.
	boycotting British goods.


	3.
	After the king repelled all taxes except tea, the colonists still boycotted the tea because:

	
	A.
	the taxes were still too high.

	
	B.
	they preferred other beverages.

	
	C.
	they felt they were being taxed without representation.

	
	D.
	they didn’t get the correct flavor of tea.


	4.
	Which of the following items were taxed under the Stamp Act?

	
	A.
	Tea

	
	B.
	Paper goods

	
	C.
	Clothing

	
	D.
	Food
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	5.
	Who was the first African American killed in the Revolution?

	
	A.
	Frederick Douglass

	
	B.
	Paul Revere

	
	C.
	Morgan Freeman

	
	D.
	Crispus Attacks


	6.
	Who fired the first shots at the Boston Massacre?

	
	A.
	The British soldiers

	
	B.
	The Continental Army

	
	C.
	The Minutemen

	
	D.
	The Sons of Liberty


	7.
	The Intolerable Acts were a result of:

	
	A.
	The Tea Act.

	
	B.
	The Stamp Act.

	
	C.
	The Boston Massacre.

	
	D.
	The Boston Tea Party.


	8.
	One of the Intolerable Acts included:

	
	A.
	The Stamp Act.

	
	B.
	The Quartering Act.

	
	C.
	The Tea Act.

	
	D.
	The Townshend Act.
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	Write your answer to question 11 in the space provided on the next page.

	

	Social Studies—American Revolution

Open Response Question

	12.
	Many events created tension between the colonists and the British Government before the Revolutionary War.

A. List three events that created feelings of frustration for the colonists toward the British.

B. Choose one event and explain how that event created or increased tension between the colonists and Great Britain.

	
	


	

	

	Do not write on this page. Please write your

	

	answer to this open-response question on

	

	the next page. [image: image36.png]
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Answer Key

1. A
2. D
3. C
4. B
5. D
6. A
7. D
8. B
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