The Impact Geographic Features on the Civil War

Deborah Strubler & Laureen Laumeyer


This lesson focuses on geographic features and their effect on who won the Civil War.  The main idea of the lesson is to allow students to solve the mystery question; What Geographic Feature had the greatest impact on who won the Civil War? Students will solve this mystery question using clues posted in six rotating stations.  Using primary sources of pictures and maps, students will work in small groups to make a prediction based on what they observed.  Students will confirm or refute their prediction based on a Reading for Meaning activity.  Individually, students will make a conclusion by summarizing the impact of the geographical feature.  They will do this for all six locations/stations.  


The assessments and self-reflection will be interactive and self-reflective activities.  Students will work with their groups to prioritize the importance of human and physical characteristics on the Civil War.  Working corporately with their groups, students will persuade the remainder of the class on their perspective.  Students will demonstrate their individual understanding through writing an article to demonstrate their understanding and/or an open response question.     


This Mystery Lesson involves four to five – forty-five minute class sessions to complete. Day one will hook the students and introduce essential vocabulary.  Day two and three will have the students exploring the mystery question through rotation stations.  Day four and five will be used for group presentation and individual assessment.   


In closing, this is a Mystery Lesson that aligns itself with Kentucky fifth grade Core Content and Program of Studies.  It is filled with engaging clues that will invite children each day to learn the history of their country and understand the importance geography plays in historical events.
GRREC’s Teaching American History Grant

 History as Mystery Lesson Plan
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The Impact of Geographic Features on the Civil War
Team Name: 

A Nation Divided
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Debi Strubler & Laureen Laumeyer
	1.  History Mystery Question

	What geographic feature had the greatest impact on who won the Civil War?


	2.  Targeted Standards:  (KY Core Content, Program of Studies, Academic Expectations)   Include student learning targets (I Can statements).

	Core Content

SS-05-4.1.1

Students will use geographic tools (e.g., maps, charts, graphs) to identify natural resources and other physical characteristics (e.g., major landforms, major bodies of water, weather, climate, roads, bridges) and analyze patterns of movement and settlement in the United States. 

DOK 3

SS-05-4.1.2

Students will use geographic tools to locate and describe major landforms, bodies of water, places and objects in the United States by their absolute location. 

DOK 2
SS-05-4.4.2

Students will describe how the physical environment (e.g., mountains as barriers for protection, rivers as barriers of transportation) both promoted and restricted human activities during the early settlement of the U.S.
DOK 2

Program of Studies / Skills and Concepts
SS-5-G-S-1

Students will demonstrate an understanding of patterns on the Earth’s surface, using a variety of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs):

a) locate, in absolute or relative terms, major landforms and bodies of water in the United States
b) locate and explain patterns on Earth’s surface (e.g., how different factors such as rivers, mountains and plains impact where human activities are located)
Program of Studies / Understandings

SS-5-G-U-1

Students will understand that the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs) and mental maps help interpret information, understand and analyze patterns, spatial data and geographic issues.

Student Learning Targets
I can describe how the physical environment both promoted and restricted human activities that led to the victory of the Civil War.


	3.  Critical Vocabulary     (What vocabulary will they need to know?  How will you teach it?) 


	Main Idea:  Geography
Human Characteristics (roads, bridges, railroads, telegraph lines, buildings, government, religion)
Physical Characteristics (major landforms, major bodies of water, weather)
After the Video hook, then complete steps 1 - 3
1.  Students will be given a set of geography pictures and asked to classify them into categories of their choosing.  Allow students to share how they classified their pictures.

2. Provide students with the following definitions:
~Physical Characteristics include climate, landforms, soil, vegetation, and animal life.
~Human Characteristics include languages, religions, political systems, economic systems, settlement patters, transportation networks, and other manifestations of human activity.  
3. Have students classify their pictures into the categories of Physical and Human.  Allow students to share and explain their reasoning for each classification.


	4. The Lesson Hook   (Encountering the Problem) 

	MovieMaker Video
Students will be exposed to a short 3 minute video with random pictures of the American Civil War with the following posing question:

* What geographic feature had the greatest impact on who won the Civil War?


	5.  Examining and Interpreting the Clues (Include all clues or sources that students will use to answer the mystery. Include directions for students, amount of time required, resources needed, specific instructions for implementing the lesson, etc.) 

	This lesson is designed for 4 - 5 class periods of 45 minutes each.
Day One

I. Lesson Hook – Video (see above) (5 minutes)

II. Vocabulary Lesson – Steps 1 – 3 (see above) (15 minutes)
III. Explain/Model procedure for Station Rotations (10 minutes)
· You will want to have your students divided into 6 groups.

· Each group of students will be given a map of the United States with latitude and longitude lines.  (Page 56) 
· Each student will need 6 copies of the Graphic Organizer (one for each station) (Page 10)
· Each group will be given a card with an absolute location.  The group will work together to find that location on their map.  This will be the starting location (station) for that group. (Page 57)
· Students will move to that station to begin the Examining and Interpreting the Clues.

Expectations for Small Group Work:

1. I am responsible for my own work and my own behavior.
2. I will help anyone in my group that asks for help.  However, I realize that some people like to solve the problem on their own and I will allow them the time they need without blurting out the answer.
3. I will ask the teacher for help ONLY when EVERYONE in my group has the same question.
Examining and Interpreting Clues at Each Station
Small Group Work
1. Using a map of the United States with latitude and longitude lines (page 57), students will move to that station/location.

2. Using their graphic organizer (page 10), students will record their absolute and relative location.
3. Students will carefully look at the picture and/or map at each station.  Based on what they observe in the picture, they will make a prediction as to what geographic feature had an impact on who won the Civil War.  Students will record their prediction on their graphic organizer.

4. Students will do the “Reading for Meaning” at each station.  After reading, they will confirm or refute their prediction.  They will support their answer with examples from the text.

Independent Work
5. In their own words, students will summarize why this geographical feature had an impact on who won the Civil War.
IV. Have students complete first rotation (15 minutes)
Stations students will be rotating through:

· Fort Sumter
· Fort Sumter Banner pg. 18
· Reading for Meaning 33N & 80W pg. 19
· Map of Charlestown, SC pg. 20
· Drawing of Fort Sumter pg. 21
· Picture of Fort Sumter pg. 22
· Gettysburg
· Banner of Gettysburg pg. 23
· Reading for Meaning 40N & 77W pg. 24
· Picture pg. 25
· Picture pg. 26
· Battle Scene Drawing of Gettysburg pg. 27
· Harper’s Weekly Drawing of Gettysburg pg. 28
· Day One Map pg. 29
· Day Two Map pg. 30
· Day Three Map pg. 31
· Harpers Ferry
· Banner pg. 32
· Reading for Meaning 39N & 78W pg. 33
· Two Railroad Pictures pg. 34
· Town of Harpers Ferry pg. 35
· Map – Siege of Harpers Ferry pg. 36
· Drawing of Harpers Ferry pg. 37
· Richmond
· Banner pg. 98
· Reading for Meaning 37N & 77W pg. 39
· Picture of Cannon Pieces pg. 40
· Harpers Weekly Map pg. 41
· Factory Picture pg. 42
· Savannah
· Banner pg. 43
· Reading for Meaning 32N & 81W pg. 44
· Views in the Neighborhood Drawing pg. 45
· Picture – Destruction of Railroad pg. 46
· Map – Sherman’s March pg. 47
· Drawing – Sherman’s March pg. 48
· Drawing – Savannah pg. 49
· Vicksburg
· Banner pg. 50
· Reading for Meaning 32N & 91W pg. 51
· Painting pg. 52
· View of Vicksburg Map pg. 53
· Map – Vicksburg pg. 54
· Picture – Mississippi River pg. 55
V. Formative Assessment:  
· Have students share their Conclusion Summaries on their graphic organizers.
Day Two

I. Have students return to the station/location they were at yesterday.
II. The station/location will have the coordinates of where they are to go next.
III. Repeat Examining and Interpreting Clues at Each Station (see above) for three rotations (15 minutes per station for a total of 45 minutes)
· You may want to use a timer and/or bell to let the students know when it is time to rotate to the next Station.
IV. Formative Assessment:

· Have students share their Conclusion Summaries on their graphic organizers. 

Day Three

I. Have students return to the station/location they were at yesterday. The station/location will have the coordinates of where they are to go next.
II. Repeat Examining and Interpreting Clues at Each Station (see above) for two rotations (15 minutes per station for a total of 30 minutes)
· You may want to use a timer and/or bell to let the students know when it is time to rotate to the next Station.
III. Provide each group with a Priority Pyramid Graphic Organizer (page 13)  
· Have them work together as a group to prioritize the geographic features from least to most important impact on who won the Civil War.  
· Explain that their group will have 2 minutes tomorrow to present their Priority Pyramid to the whole class and attempt to persuade the rest of the class.
· Allow them the remainder of the class period to complete the Priority Pyramid (15 minutes)
IV. Formative Assessment – Group Priority Pyramid
Day 4

I. Allow Groups to present their Priority Pyramid and justify their reasoning (15 minutes)
II. After student groups have explained their hypothesis have each student use his/her vocabulary pictures to write an article to address this prompt: (page 16)
You are a newspaper reporter in 1865.  Write an article for the local newspaper to inform the readers what impact geographical features (include both human and physical characteristics) had on winning the Civil War.  

III. Have students use their pictures to illustrate their article.

· Display articles.

· Students may need additional time complete article.  It could be assigned as homework.

Day 5 
I. Share articles with whole group  (15 minutes)
II. Have students complete “Top Secret” as a self-reflection assessment (page 14, Rubric page 15)  (30 minutes)
Resources Needed:  All items are attached.  
· Vocabulary Pictures – (one set per student)

· United States Map with Longitude and Latitude lines -  (one per group)

· Individual Graphic Organizers – (6 per student).   

· Longitude and Latitude Cards – (one set per class)
· Reading for Meaning with Picture / Map for Each Station (We found it easy to place the Picture/Map on chart paper with the Reading for Meaning.  See attached picture)

· Pencils, clip boards



	6. Establishing the Hypothesis (Include the instructions for students as well as a graphic organizer for them to use for collecting data.)

	Hypothesis:

Students will be presented with the question:  

What geographic feature had the greatest impact on who won the Civil War?

Graphic Organizer:  (attached)
· Each student will need 6 copies of the graphic organizer.  One for each station/location they will be researching to make their hypothesis.
Examining and Interpreting Clues at Each Station
See Day One and Two Above


	7.  Explaining the Hypothesis (What product will students use to explain their hypothesis?  Include the rubrics for assessment of products and student self-reflection.)


	Students will use the following to explain their hypothesis:

Individual 
· Six graphic organizers (one for each station) that includes absolute location, relative location, a prediction of what geographic feature had an impact on the Civil War by observing a primary source picture and/or map, a reading for meaning to confirm or refute their hypothesis, and a summative conclusion.
· An article using vocabulary pictures on human and physical characteristics to inform the reader on the impact each geographical feature had on the Civil War
· A self-reflection article
Small Group

· A Priority Pyramid to prioritize the geographic features from least important to most important impact on who won the Civil War.



	8.  Resources Used in the Lesson (Include a thorough bibliography of books, articles, websites, etc.)



	Pictures used for the video:
African-American Drummer Boy in Union Army.  Retrieved from http://www.civilwar-pictures.com/g/african-americans/black_drummer_boy
Images of the Civil War (1865). Retrieved from http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/cwimages/ruins/index.html
Original Photograph from the Civil War. (1823-1896). Retrieved from http://www.mikelynaugh.com/VirtualCivilWar/New/Originals2/index.html
Pictures of the Civil War (1861). Retrieved from http://www.archives.gov/research/civil-war/photos/#portraits 
Pictures used for the Stations: 
Fort Sumter:
One Eternal Day: Retrieved from http://www.one-eternal-day.com/2010/04/past-isn-dead.html
Fort Sumter as it Looks Today. Retrieved from http://www.charlestonbatterytour.com/fort-sumter.htm
Civil War Battle maps of Charlestown: 1861-1865. Retrieved from http://www.battleatcharleston.com/civil-war-map.htm 
Gettysburg: 

Battle of Gettysburg: Day One: The Civil War by Ken Burns. Retrieved from http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/war/map12.html
Battle of Gettysburg: Day Two: The Civil War by Ken Burns. Retrieved from http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/war/map13.html
Battle of Gettysburg: Day Three: The Civil War by Ken Burns. Retrieved from http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/war/map14.html
The Battle of Gettysburg. Retrieved from http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundation/civil-war/1863/july/battle-gettysburg.htm
The First Minnesotan: Retrieved from http://www.ng.mil/resources/photo_gallery/heritage/firstminnesota.html
Harpers Ferry
Son of the South. Retrieved from  
http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundation/civil-war/1861/july/harpers-ferry.htm
http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundation/harpers-ferry/harpers-ferry-civil-war.htm
Harpers Ferry. Retrieved from
http://www.mdgorman.com/Maps/harpers_weekly_map.htm
Son of the South: Harpers Ferry. (1861).  Retrieved from
http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundation/civil-war/1861/july/harpers-ferry.jpg
Potomac Creek Rebuilt by Haupt:  Retrieved from http://members.kos.net/sdgagnon/mil.html
Vicksburg
Battle of Vicksburg. Retrieved from 
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/civil/jb_civil_vicksburg_1_e.html
Battle Map of Vicksburg. Retrieved from http://regisschilkenwrites.com/blog2/2010/11/09/mans-inhumanity-to-man/
Images of the Civil War: Vicksburg (1865). Retrieved from
http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/war/map_images/battle_vicksburg.jpg
Images of the Civil War: Jackson Campaign.  Retrieved from 
View of Vicksburg: Retrieved from http://www.history-map.com/picture/005/Vicksburg-View-of.htm
Savannah: 
http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/30500/30570/shermseamrch_30570.htm
Son of the South:  Sherman’s March to the Sea.  Retrieved from
http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundatoin/marhc-sea/sherman-atlanta.jpg
Savannah, Georgia.  Retrieved from 
http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundation/civil-war/1862/march/savannah-georgia.htm
Images of the Civil War: Sherman’s March to the Sea (1865). Retrieved from 
http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/war/map_images/sherman_north.jpg
Richmond:
Tredegar Iron Works (1833). Retrieved from
http://www.frontdoor.com/City-Guide/Richmond-VA-USA/Tredegar-Iron-Works-Preserving-Richmond-S-Past
Map of Richmond (1864). Retrieved from http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundation/civil-war/1864/may/richmond-battle-map.htm
Books
Civil War. (1978) New Standards Encyclopedia. J. G. Ferguson Publishing Co.

Thematic Unit Civil War (1991); Huntington Beach: Teacher Created Materials
     ISBN – 1-55734-290-3
Leveled Text for Social Studies:  Expanding and Preserving the Union. (2007) Huntington.
     Shell Education.

     ISBN:-978-1-4258-0082-6
War, Geoffrey C (1990). The Civil War. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc.

     ISBN – 0-394-56285-2
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Vocabulary Pictures
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Vocabulary Pictures
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Fort Sumter

33 N

80 W

  The Civil War was the most destructive war in history.  More Americans died in this war than in any other war.  The war began on April 12, 1861, at Fort Sumter.   


Fort Sumter was built after the War of 1812 as a series of fortifications (forts designed to protect an area) on the southern U. S. coast.  The fort was a five-sided brick structure, 170-190 feet long, with five-foot thick walls.  It was designed to house 650 men and 135 guns.  It was built on a sandbar in the harbor of the town of Charleston, South Carolina.  


South Carolina was very angry at the Union and had seceded (left) the Union.  Union (North) soldiers stayed at Fort Sumter.  The Confederates (South) wanted them to leave Fort Sumter.  The Confederates would not let any supply boats near the fort.  They told Union General Anderson to surrender (give up).  He refused.  So on April 12, 1861, Confederate General Beauregard (BOH-ruh-gahrd) fired cannons at Fort Sumter.  After 34 hours of firing, the fort went up in flames.  General Anderson surrendered.


The Confederates held the fort for a long time, until William T. Sherman’s Union Army got near the fort.  The Confederates ran away from the fort.  When the Civil War ended, Fort Sumter was in ruins.  The U.S. Army worked to restore it as a useful military installation.    
Go to 37 degrees North and 77 degrees West
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http://www.battleatcharleston.com/civil-war-map.htm
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Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
40 N

77 W


The Battle of Gettysburg was found on July 1 – 3, 1863 in and around the town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  It was the battle with the largest number of casualties in the American Civil War and is often described as the war’s turning point.   

 
On July 1, Confederate forces marched in on the west side of Gettysburg.   Some experts (person with special knowledge) say the troops were going to Gettysburg for supplies.  Other experts say the troops were on a reconnaissance mission (to get information on the enemy).  The Union fired upon the Confederates.  The Union forces made a three mile long defensive (defending) position.  The position looked like a fishhook.  The physical geographic features of this fishhook were Culp’s Hill, Cemetery Ridge, and Spangler’s Spring.  As the sun set on July 1, 1863, the Union Troops had positioned themselves on a key piece of geography.  They were located on top of Culp’s Hill and Cemetery Ridge.  Being on this high ground would prove to be a deciding factor in the next two days of fighting.  This ridge ran up to Big and Little Round Top and was elevated land. Even though the Confederates would claim victory to the first day of fighting, the Union’s position on elevated ground proved to win the battle by day three.

          On July 2, General Lee (South) ordered attacks on the Union.  The battle was fought through a peach orchard and a wheat field.  The Confederates attacked Little Round Top (hill).  The Union rallied to hold on to Little Round Top.

           On July 3, the Union led a counterattack.  General Lee ordered General Pickett to attack the center of the Union line.  At a little after three in the afternoon, Pickett gave the order.  “Up men, and to your posts!  Don’t forget today that you come from old Virginia.”  General Pickett charged over open fields, only to have the entire division slaughtered at Gettysburg.


Because of the Union’s position on elevated land, the Union was able to win the Battle of Gettysburg.  This battle became a turning point in the Civil War.  
Go To 32 degrees North and 81 degrees West
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July 2, 2010 Picture by Laureen Laumeyer
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Day One

http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/war/maps/map12_large.html
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Day 2

http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/war/maps/map13_large.html
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Day 3

http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/war/map14.html

Harpers Ferry, Virginia
39 N      78 W

The Civil War was disastrous for Harpers Ferry, which changed hands between the Union and Confederate troops eight times between 1861 and 1865.  Because of the town’s strategic location on the railroad and the Shenandoah Valley, both Union and Confederate troops moved through Harpers Ferry frequently.  


Harpers Ferry was a place where weapons and military needs were made (arsenal).  It was also a place where weapons and military needs were stored (armory). Both the Union and Confederate troops used this location to supply troops with weapons as they quickly marched into battle.  


The armory at Harpers Ferry was located beside the Potomac River which helped to defend it from one side.  The B & O Railway ran along the area to help with transportation and well as the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers.  Mountains surrounded almost all of this area which helped to defend.


Harpers Ferry is known for John Brown, an abolitionist (a person who fights against slavery), who led some African American slaves in a revolt against the arsenal at Harpers Ferry.  It was unsuccessful and several people were killed.  
Go to 32 Degrees North and 91 Degrees West
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http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/harpersferry/maps/siege-of-harpers-ferry.html
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Richmond, Virginia
37 N
  77 W

 

          Richmond, Virginia was the capital of the Confederate (Southern States) of America.  The city was built on seven hills on the north side of the James River.  This is the most navigable (travel by water) point of the James River. This region includes the James River, Appomattox River, and the Chickahominy River.

        One of the main reasons the capital of the Confederacy was moved from Montgomery, Alabama, to Richmond, Virginia, was the Tredegar Iron Works. The iron works made the plating for the first Confederate ironclad warship.  The iron works also made 1,100 artillery (weapon) pieces, and giant rail-mounted cannon.  Steam locomotives were produced here too.

        When defeat for the Confederacy was certain, General Lee ordered evacuation (emptying) of Richmond.  All law and order disappeared.  Roaring fires were set by the retreating (removing) Confederates.  These fires destroyed nine hundred buildings.  The fires swept northwestward from the riverbank and destroyed paper and flour mills, powder magazines (storage rooms), arsenals (where weapons are made), two railroad depots (stations), banks, hotels, stores and houses.   
Go to 40 Degrees North and 77 Degrees West
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Savannah

32 N
     81 W
  
“Grant has the bear by the hind leg, while Sherman takes off its hide,” stated President Lincoln after Union General William Tecumseh Sherman had captured Atlanta.  General Sherman had captured Atlanta by marching his army through the heart of Georgia.  He was going all the way to the coastal town of Savannah.  


Since General Sherman was deep in enemy territory without supplies or communication with the Union Capital in Washington, D.C., Sherman had a problem.  He would not be able to communicate with the Union Capital and his army would be cut off from supplies on the march to Savannah.  Sherman’s Army would have to live off the land in the South after the 20 days of rations were consumed (gone).  The fertile, enemy farms would provide food for the Sherman’s Army.  Sherman’s Army destroyed railroads, telegraph lines, cotton gins, and mills on the march.  The army burned bridges, flooded rice fields, and blocked roads to the city of Savannah.  Sherman did this to destroy the South’s ability to get supplies to soldiers.  It also depleted their food supplies and caused them to have a lack of communication.  Sherman himself estimated the cost to have been $100 million in destruction.  The Army wrecked 300 miles of railroads and numerous bridges and miles of telegraph lines.  It seized 5,000 horses, 4,000 mules, and 13,000 head of cattle.  It destroyed cotton gins and mills.  Sherman destruction destroyed the South’s ability to wage war.   


On December 21, 1864, Sherman telegraphed President Lincoln, “I beg to present you a Christmas gift the City of Savannah, with one hundred and fifty guns and plenty of ammunition, also about twenty-five thousand bales of cotton.”  General Sherman had captured Savannah. 

Go to 39 degrees North and 78 Degrees West
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Son of the South:  Sherman’s March to the Sea.  Retrieved from
http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundatoin/marhc-sea/sherman-atlanta.jpg
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Vicksburg, Mississippi    

32 N         91 W
        Lincoln could not find the general he needed.  Because of this, he could not find a way to take Vicksburg, Mississippi, which he believed was central to the Union victory.  Vicksburg was the nail head that held the South’s two halves together.  Vicksburg was the key city that guarded the Mississippi River.

       While the Confederates had control of Vicksburg, the Union could not travel down the Mississippi River.  The Confederates had control of the mouth of the Red River and Port Hudson.  The Confederates used this location to get agricultural supplies from the states west of the river.  The Union wanted control of the Mississippi River to block the Confederated from getting necessary supplies.  

       Vicksburg was located on a high bluff overlooking a horseshoe-shaped bend in the river.  Vicksburg was surrounded by a peninsula, swamp, and bluffs.  There were poor roads, many streams, and winter flooding.

        Lincoln found his general.  A man named Ulysses S. Grant.  Grant gained control of the river by defeating Lt. Gen John C. Pemberton’s forces stationed at Vicksburg.  With the control of the Mississippi River, the South was split in two and the North had control of transportation on the entire Mississippi River.
Go to 33 Degrees North and  80 Degrees West
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Wt sogrpte e b he retesf pact on o o he G N

Physical Characteristics Human Characteristics

Mountains / Hills Bridges, Roads, Railroads

Rivers Telegraphs

Fertile Soil (Farm land) Forts, Building

Harbors = d Factories (Iron Works, Arsenals, Armory)

Working together with your group, prioritize the above geographic features from least impor-
tant o most important impact on who won the Civil War. Support your choices!
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What Geographic Feature had the greatest impact on who won the Civil War?

Name

Date

Add up your three scores. The following are the Perform-
ance Levels and the scores that correspond with each.
Circle or Highlight the Performance Level for the article

You are a newspaper reporter in
1865. Write an article for the local

you just wrote. newspaper to inform

the readers what im-
Novice Low pact geographical fea-
Novice Medium tures (include both
Novice High human and physical
Apprentice Low characteristics) had
Apprentice Medium on winning the Civil
Apprentice High War.
Proficient

CONTENT
0 1 2 3 4

Lacks purpose Attempts at purpose | Attempts narrowed Establishes and main- | Establishes and main-

but lacks focus

purpose with lapses in
focus

tains purpose

tains purpose
throughout

Lacks awareness of
audience

Limited awareness of
audience

Some awareness of
audience

Communicates ade-
quately with audience

Strong awareness of
audience

Lacks idea develop- | Limited idea develop- [ Some idea develop- | Depth of idea devel- | Reflective and in-
ment ment ment opment sightful idea develop-
ment
Which score appears the most often? That will be your score for CONTENT. CONTENT SCORE:
STRUCTURE
0 1 2 3 4

Random organization

Weak organization

Logical organization
with some lapses

Logical, coherent
organization

Careful and subtle
organization

Lacks transitions

Limited use of transi-
tions

Some effective transi-
tions

Logical, effective
transitions

Varied and subtle
transitions

Incorrect sentence
structure

Some incorrect sen-
tence structure

Simple sentences with
some lack of control

Control and varied
sentence structure

Controlled, varied,
and complex sentence
structure

Which score appears the

most often? That will be your score for STRUCTURE. STRUCTURE SCORE

CONVENTIONS

0 1 2 3 4
gkl | Lack of control in Some control with Control of grammar | Control of grammar
grammar and usage grammar and usage and usage and usage that en-
hances meaning
gtk kx| Incorrect word choice | Simplistic word Acceptable word Accurate, rich word
choice choice choice
st sk ot sk o sk sk skt sk sk skok

Lack of control in
correctness

Some control in cor-
rectness

Control of correctness

Control of correctness
to enhance communi-
cation

Which score appears the most often? That will be your score for CONVENTIONS. CONVENTIONS SCORE

Add all three scores and put the total here:
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You have just been summoned to give advice to an American CiVi
War commanding officer. The officer is needing advice on what geo-
graphic feature would be the most important to win the Civil War.

Physical Characteristics Human Characteristics
Rivers Railroads, Roads, Bridges
Mountains, Hills Forts, Buildings

Fertile Farmland Factories, Arsenals, armories

+Based on your expertise, you have been requested to rec-
Eommend which of the above geographical features would
Ehave the most impact on winning the Civil War. Include the

Efollowing in your recommendation:

. 1. Your first choice and what impact this geographical fea-
ture would have on winning the war.

2. State your opinion of what you consider the LEAST favor-
able geographical feature to win the war and WHY.
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will start.

Latitude and Longitude Cards

Cut apart. Give one card to each small group. This will determine which location they
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What Geographical Feature had the greatest impact on who won the Civil War?

Self Reflection Rubric

3 B D R

zZ4 zZ4 z4 z4

e I clearly and thoroughly explained why this geographical feature would have the greatest im-
pact on winning the Civil War.

o [ stated my opinion of what I considered to be the least favorable geographical feature. to win
the war and clearly and thoroughly supported my choice.

mil iR s

e I clearly explained why this geographical feature would have the greatest impact on winning
the Civil War.

e I stated my opinion of what I considered to be the least favorable geographical feature and
clearly supported my choice.

@& @&

mi Y

e [ gave vague reasons why this geographical feature would have an impact on winning the war.
e I stated my opinion of what I considered to be the least favorable geographical feature .

@
%
774
o [ attempted to explain why this geographical feature would have an impact on winning the war.
e [ stated my opinion of what I considered to be the least favorable geographical feature.

e Blank or answer irreverent
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Ansolute Logcation Relauve Location

Describe the location of this place in relation to some-

thing else. Example: East of the Ohio River & South
of Maryland.

What is the absolute location? N w

What is the name of the city/place?

Whalogpants feafur ) e peates impaskon wh won e Gl War?

r Look carefully at the picture and map at this location. Based on what you observe in the

PN picture, make a prediction as to what geographic feature had an impact on who won the Civil
War.

o
g
c
| -
0
o
m

After reading, confirm or refute your prediction. Support your answer with examples from the text.

C

o
n
f
|
r

m

onc u5|on In your own words, summarize why this geographical feature had an impact on
who won the Civil War.







