Overview of Lesson
This Mystery Lesson will provide students with a unique way of looking at clues and sources from history to learn how the Constitution resolved many of America’s problems.  The lesson begins with a movie maker to hook as well as peak student interest.  Next, the students will perform short scenario plays (dressed in colonial clothing and using colonial money if possible) depicting the new countries problems.  The teacher will need to use a replica of the Liberty Bell to begin and end each scenario.  The class will complete and discuss an organizer explaining how each scenario made them feel.  Once the hook is completed, students will be placed in groups.  The teacher will then read the first fifteen pages of Unite or Die.  The students will complete an organizer and will work with their group to develop a hypothesis.  The students will then be introduced to different clues showing how the founding fathers solved the countries problems with the Constitution.
Assessment for the activity will begin with an informal puzzle, with a formal assessment to be completed on the back of the puzzle (Direction for both assessments are provided in the lesson plan).  A reflective assessment containing five questions will also need to be completed.  The reflective assessment can be found in step seven of the lesson plan, and needs to be completed individually.  Question one of the assessment corresponds with describing various forms of government.  Questions two, three, four and five correspond with explaining how a democratic government works, and the importance of shared power among the branches.  Assessment will also be conducted when the groups are given a copy of the Constitution and asked to find, identify and share the resolutions that solved our countries problems.
Some suggestions for the implementation of this lesson would be to break the lesson into two to three days of activities.  Another idea to enhance the lesson is to utilize colonial clothing and money during the scenario plays.  The teacher will need to conduct whole class discussions often, this insures the students are following the correct path and will be able to solve the mystery question.  One final suggestion is to print a copy of the Constitution off the internet and give each group a copy.  The groups will be able to use this copy of the Constitution to locate the real resolutions.  They can then use a highlighter to mark the correct answer.
.
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	1.  History Mystery Question

	Mystery Question: How did the Constitution resolve America’s problems?
Objectives:

Students will be able to:

· Explain Why the Articles of Confederation were weak?
· Justify the creation of a stronger federal government.
· List some benefits the Constitution provided for the new country.



	2.  Targeted Standards:  (KY Core Content, Program of Studies, Academic Expectations)

	Academic Expectations:

2.15
Students can accurately describe various forms of government and analyze issues that relate to the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.
Core Content: 
SS-05-1.1.2

Students will explain and give examples of how democratic governments function DOK 3
SS-05-1.3.1

Students will explain the basic principles of democracy (e.g., justice, equality, responsibility, and freedom) found in significant U.S. historical documents (Declaration of Independence, U. S. Constitution, Bill of Rights) and analyze why they are important to citizens today.

DOK 3

SS-05-1.2.2

Students will explain why the framers of the Constitution felt it was important to establish a government where powers are shared across different levels (local, state, national/federal) and branches (executive, legislative, judicial). 

DOK 2

Program of Studies:
SS-5-GC-S-1

Students will demonstrate an understanding of government, using information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts, interviews, digital and environmental):

b.  explain how democratic governments work to promote the “common good” (e.g., making, enacting, enforcing laws that protect rights and property of all citizens)
SS-5-GC-S-3

Students will analyze information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts, interviews, digital and environmental) to describe fundamental values and principles of American democracy (e.g., liberty, justice) found in the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution; explain their significance today
SS-5-GC-S-2

Students will describe the basic duties of the three branches of government (executive, legislative, judicial); explain why the framers of the U.S. Constitution felt it was important to establish a government with limited powers that are shared among different branches and different levels (e.g., local, state, federal)



	3.  Critical Vocabulary     (What vocabulary will they need to know?  How will you teach it?)


	· Articles of Confederation
· United States Constitution

· Founding Fathers

· Federal Government

· Export and Import

· Colonial money (Currency)
· Ratify
· Democratic Republic
Teacher will introduce vocabulary throughout the lesson utilizing several teaching strategies including hands on games, internet websites, and books.

	4. The Lesson Hook   (Encountering the Problem) 

	· Introduce the topic using Movie Maker: A cry for help! The Articles of Confederation

.

· Explain to students that they have a mystery to solve.  They will use clues to explain how the United States attempted to resolve its problems governing themselves during the late 1700’s.  

· Students will role play scenarios depicting countries problems.  Next students will complete the feeling organizer. 


	5.  Examining and Interpreting the Clues (Include all clues or sources that students will use to answer the mystery. Include directions for students, amount of time required, resources needed, specific instructions for implementing the lesson, etc.) 

	Clues:

· Movie Maker (Clue #1)

· Scenario Cards (Clue #2)

· Teacher will read from Unite or Die How Thirteen States became Nation pages 1 – 15. (Clue #3)

· Students will produce a visual representation of the country’s problems and predict the solutions for these problems using teacher handout. (Clue #4)

· Teacher will complete readings from Unite or Die book. (Clue #5)

· Students will become the founding fathers and replicate the signing of the constitution. (Clue #6)
· Students will view United Streaming Video. (Clue #7)
Directions for Lesson:

1.  Introduce the topic with Movie Maker project. 
a.  Teacher will choose students to role play different situations using the scenario cards.  Students may use colonial costumes for role playing.  (Could be handmade or bought costumes and props.) Scenario 1 Currency 2 Protection 3 Land
b. Students will choose a scenario card and begin the role playing. Teacher will ring the liberty bell replica for beginning and ending the scenarios. 
c. Students will complete organizer explaining how each scenario made them feel.

2.   Teacher will group students representing the 13 states. Using more students for the larger states.
a. Teacher will pass out and explain visual representation handout and rubric.  

b. Teacher will read aloud pages 1 – 15 from the Unite or Die book. 
c.  Students will independently complete visual representation handout (What was wrong with the Articles of Confederation?).
d. Groups and then class will share their work and discusses key vocabulary.
3.    Students will work with group to develop a hypothesis explaining how the United States problems would be 
       solved.  
a. Groups will then produce graffiti to represent hypothesis on class graffiti board.   (Prior to lesson teacher needs to create graffiti board, place bulletin board paper on a blank wall and write how will the country solve its problems on the board) 

b. Share
4.   Teacher will complete the reading from the Unite or Die. 
a. Students will complete (How did the county solve its problems?) visual   

 representation handout.
b. Class discusses and shares their illustrations and key vocabulary.

5.  Students will view the United Streaming video showing the making and Completion of the United States     

     Constitution titled Ssssshhhh! We’re Writing the Constitution and video segment How the New Constitution Will      

    Work
a. Students will become founding fathers and replicate the signing of the constitution 
using teacher provided template.  Teacher may use a quill or tape feathers to the students pencils for the signing. (A printable copy of the Constitution has been provided)
6.  Teacher will provide the template for an informal assessment by using the student created vocabulary word   

     search puzzle. See puzzle for directions. 
a. Formal assessment will be completed on the back of the puzzles. (See direction sheet) 
7.  Give each group a copy of excerpts from the Constitution where the students will identify the solutions and  

compare it to their completed graphic organizer.   
8.  Provide students time for reflection and sharing time.  Use the rubric for assessment of group work and self    

      reflection. (Reflections can be completed in student history notebooks.)

9.   Students will return to groups with post it notes and discuss if previous hypothesis was proven.  Those not   

       proven will post notes on graffiti board explaining the change. 

10. Class share time.


	


	6. Establishing the Hypothesis (Include the instructions for students as well as a graphic organizer for them to use for collecting data.)

	The students will develop a hypothesis, explaining how the Founding Fathers solved the problems of the Articles of Confederation while working as a group on day one.  Students will examine all clues, while completing visual organizer and notes. (see attached) Students will then analyze the graphic organizer and use the evidence to decide if their hypothesis was confirmed or disproved.


	7.  Explaining the Hypothesis (What product will students use to explain their hypothesis?  Include the rubrics for assessment of products and student self-reflection.)


	Students will be given a rubric for their activity and organizer.  Explain to the students the expectations of the rubric and organizer.  Explain how to state their hypothesis and how it should be supported by evidence through research of the clues.  

After students have been given adequate time to discover their clues and process their data, students will present their findings to the class.  The teacher will score the groups using the provided rubric.

Self-Reflection:  Students will answer a series of questions independently pertaining to the completed activity.

1. List 3 or more problems the nation faced under the Articles of Confederation.
2. Was your hypothesis supported by the evidence/clues?

3. In your opinion what could the colonists have done differently to prevent so many problems?

4. Do you think the constitution brought the 13 states together as one nation?
5. What part of this activity helped you most understand the problems our country faced?
(Teacher may want to discuss these questions prior to student’s answers.)




	8.  Resources Used in the Lesson (Include a thorough bibliography of books, articles, websites, etc.)



	Materials:

· Quill and ink or feathers for student pencils.
· Liberty bell replica

· Colonial shirt

· Book: Unite or Die by Jacqueline Jules

· Colonial Money

· Movie maker project

· United Streaming Video Ssssshhhh! We’re Writing the Constitution and video 
 segment How the New Constitution Will Work

· Graphic organizers, self-reflection, and rubric

· Copies of the Constitution (One for each group, Copies can be printed from Internet or purchased) 
· Computer access

· Bulletin Board Paper
· Post it Notes

Websites
Enchanted Learning

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/books/us/constitution/6.shtml  

Ben’s Guide to U.S. Constitution (for kids)
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/9-12/documents/articles/index.html
Failures of the Articles of Confederation

http://staff.kings.edu/kdils/StudentWork/Mike%20Lombardo/Failures%20of%20the%20
Articles%20of%20Confederation%20final.doc%20FINAL.doc

Books:

Jules, J.   Unite or Die How Thirteen States Became A Nation  Watertown, Massachusetts:
Video:

United Streaming Ssssshhhh! We’re Writing the Constitution and video segment 
How the New Constitution Will Work

Music:
Kevin MacLeod, Long Road Ahead




Rubric

	Category
	Novice: 

10 pts.
	Apprentice: 

15 pts.
	Proficient:    20 pts.
	Distinguished:  25 pts.

	Hypothesis


	Limited or no support of hypothesis.
	Attempted to support your hypothesis, but answers incorrect.
	Supported your entire hypothesis but lacking in details.
	Fully supported your hypothesis with many details.

	Requirements of Organizers
	Organizer incomplete or not correctly filled out. Unable to understand illustrations.
	Attempted to complete half the organizer with missing details.
	All organizer is filled out, but lacking some details.
	Organizer is completely filled out with supportive details. 

	Self-Reflection
	Not complete or answers to questions are irrelevant or blank.
	Questions were answered partially. 
	Questions were completely answered.  Needed more input on opinion.
	Questions were answered correctly, clearly, concisely, and thought provoked.

	Sharing
	Unable to discuss any thoughts or findings to the class.
	Limited discussion was given to the class.
	Detailed discussion of findings was given to the class.
	Discussion was thought provoking and insightful of findings.


Scenario Cards
1.
My thoughts on the currency issues 

      our country faced is…
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.
My thoughts on the lack of   protection that the citizens needed are…
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
My thoughts on the arguments   

      over the boundaries between states       

      are…

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
What was wrong with the Articles of Confederation?

Using the book Unite or Die, draw three problems the United States faced under the Articles of Confederation.  List key vocabulary as the book is being read.
	Picture

What was the problema? ________________________________
______________________________________________________



	Key Vocabulary


	Picture

What was the problema? _________________________________
_______________________________________________________



	Key Vocabulary



	Picture

What was the problema?___________________________________
________________________________________________________



	Key Vocabulary




Hypothesis __________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
      ____________________________________________________________________

How did the Country Solve its problems?

Using the book Unite or Die draw a picture of how the country solved the problems through the Constution 
	Picture

What was solved? __________________________________
_______________________________________________________



	Key Vocabulary



	Picture

What was solved? __________________________________
________________________________________________________



	Key Vocabulary


	Picture

What was solved? ______________________________________
____________________________________________________________



	Key Vocabulary




Directions for word search puzzle and formal assessment
1. Have students use key vocabulary from the lesson to create the word search puzzle.

2.  When class is finished with their puzzle have them switch with a partner 

3. Give the students time to find the key vocabulary.

4. Once everyone is finished have the student turn puzzle over.  Have students draw a vertical line down the middle and a horizontal line across the middle.  They should have created four boxes

5. Have the partner choose four key vocabulary words from the puzzle.  They need to write one word in each box
6. Next have the partners pass the puzzles back to the original owner.

7. Now the students are to create sentences in each box using the key vocabulary.

8. Once the students have completed the sentence, then have them draw a picture depicting each sentence.
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____________________                          ____________________                    __________________

____________________                          ____________________                    __________________

____________________                          ____________________                    __________________

____________________                          ____________________                    __________________

Printable copy of Constitution

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/books/us/constitution/6.shtml  (enchanted learning)



Scenario One:  Currency
A student from Massachusetts will attempt to purchase goods from another student from Virginia using Massachusetts colonial money.

Massachusetts student:
I have been traveling for a long time and am in need of food for my family.

Virginia student:  We have fresh meat, vegetables and fresh baked bread.  How much will you be needing?

Massachusetts student:  Enough to feed a family of four.  How much do I owe you? (student holding out money)

Virginia student: We do not accept Massachusetts money.  That is worthless here.  I will not be able to give you the goods.
Massachusetts student:  How will I feed my family? We have traveled such a long distance.

Virginia student:  You will need to go back home with your Massachusetts money!

Scenario Two: Protection
New York Citizen:(talking to government delegate)  Who will protect my family from the British Red Coats?  

Government Delegate:  I understand your fear.  But we have no money to pay for soldiers to protect any of us.  We need all of the states to pay taxes to meet our new country’s needs.
Rhode Island student:  You sound like the King!  Taxing us to death!

Georgia student:  You can’t make us pay!

Government Delegate:  I regret that I cannot help you. Without money we cannot run our new country.

Scenario Three:  Land
North Carolina:  Get off my land!! (Arguing with fellow student)
South Carolina:  Who said it’s yours.  That’s my land!!   (arguing back, students act out pushing gestures to add to the animosity)
Government Delegate:  What’s going on here?  Why are you fighting?

North Carolina:  South Carolina is claiming my land.  Tell them to get off my property!!

South Carolina:  Who made you the boss?  I’ll show you whose land it is.

Government Delegate:  I can not help you because I cannot settle land disputes.  There is no law for us to govern arguments amongst states.  Sadly you must work it out yourselves.  We must unite or we will die fighting.

