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Addressing Students with Disabilities 

within the District Improvement 
Planning Process 

 



Support Documents 
Available at:  http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Three support documents are offered on the Comprehensive Improvement Planning webpage.  
From the homepage, go to:  School Improvement – Comprehensive Improvement Planning

The three documents are:
1.)    ASSIST and Kentucky Continuous Progress Monitoring (KCMP) – a one page overview about the process of embedding work previously done with KCMP within the ASSIST process.
2.)    ASSIST Special Education Guidance Document – includes an introduction with guidance about the steps districts should take to include consideration of students with disabilities within the improvement planning process as well as investigative questions and suggested activities for graduation and dropout rates, achievement, suspension rates, least restrictive environment, and successful transition rates.
3.)    ASSIST 2012 Special Education Data – a spreadsheet that includes current and previous years’ data for indicators not available in ASSIST.

This power point will review each of these three documents and provide additional clarifying information.



ASSIST and KCMP 
Available at:  http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The overview document was sent to DoSEs and Superintendents in October by Johnny Collett and is posted online.  The following slides will focus on the 5 suggestions for DoSE participation in the District Improvement Planning process.
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With regard to the district improvement planning process, you, as the Director of Special Education, 
should: 
 
1)Be an active, involved member of your district’s improvement planning team. You may suggest other 
individuals to be on the team based on their roles for students with disabilities and previous participation 
in your district review team.  
 

ASSIST and KCMP - #1 
Available at:  http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In some districts, the DoSE has always been a part of the CDIP process.  However, including the DoSE may be new for some districts.  The DoSE will provide an important function as planning for students with disabilities is done as a part of the overall district improvement planning process.  It is critical that the DoSE is an active member of the CDIP team, sharing their knowledge of issues related to students with disabilities.

The DoSE can bring experience from the KCMP process to the table.  The District Review Team process in KCMP included inviting individuals with specific expertise to provide input and guidance on certain topics.  For example, when discussing graduation and dropout rates, a District Review Team may have included high school counselors, community partners, and others.  The DoSE may make suggestions about whose expertise may be valuable to the CDIP team when considering issues related to students with disabilities.



2) Share processes that your review team has found to be successful around improvement 
planning for  students with disabilities. 
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ASSIST and KCMP - #2 
Available at:  http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Through the KCMP process, the District Review Team engaged in data analysis, investigation into the root cause for district performance and identification of activities that connect to the root cause and have a high likelihood of improving district performance.  Districts may have identified strategies that worked for them to complete each of those activities.  For example, in some districts, small groups may have been convened to look deeply into data for a particular indicator, draw conclusions, and make recommendations to the larger DRT.  Some districts convened one large DRT while others convened smaller DRTs in each school building.  

The DoSE can assist the CDIP team by sharing processes that worked well for the DRT and incorporating some of those strategies into the CDIP planning process.



 
3) Review district data for students with disabilities. It is our hope that these data will ultimately 

be available within the ASSIST platform but, for this year, we will be sending you a 
spreadsheet that provides you with the data you are used to seeing in KCMP.  Share these 
data with your district planning team and help guide them through an analysis of this 
information. 
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ASSIST and KCMP - #3 
Available at:  http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data for graduation rate, dropout rate, suspension rate, LRE, and transition rate are provided in a spreadsheet on the KDE website in the ASSIST 2012 Special Education Data file mentioned in slide 2.  Districts should analyze the data as they have done through the KCMP process.  
Compare district performance to state targets.
Disaggregate data, as needed, to inform the team about district performance.  For example, a district may want to look at suspension rates by school to determine if improvement efforts should be focused in certain buildings.
Include other data sources to further inform the team.  For example, to more deeply understand dropout rates, review reports from the PtGT for students with disabilities.
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ASSIST SpEd Data File 
Available at:  http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Click on the tabs at the bottom to see the various data sets.
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ASSIST SpEd Data File 
Available at:  http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Important information about the data is included in a note at the top of each page.

Data are provided for several years.  Statewide targets are also provided.  District data are highlighted in yellow if they did not meet the statewide target.



 
4) Provide the district improvement planning team with the investigative questions from the 

ASSIST Special Education Guidance Document to help in identifying root causes for the 
district’s performance.  
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ASSIST and KCMP - #4 
Available at:  http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As with KCMP, the investigative questions are provided to help the district identify the root cause for performance on each indicator.  It is not necessary for the team to respond to every single question.  

The questions are grouped around potential root causes.  So, if the team suspects that their root cause might be in a certain area, they  may want to focus their attention on the questions in that area.
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ASSIST Special Education 
Guidance Document 

Available at:  
http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Guidance Document includes investigative questions and suggested activities for:  graduation and dropout rates, achievement, suspension rates, least restrictive environment, and successful transition rates.



 
5) Provide the district improvement planning team with suggested activities from the ASSIST 
Special Education Guidance Document.  
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ASSIST and KCMP - #5 
Available at:  http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After analyzing the data and identifying a root cause for district performance, the team should identify activities that will improve performance.  The Guidance Document provides suggested activities that the team may consider.  The team may decide to use one of these activities or others that they develop.  The activities provided are worded very generally but would need to be made more specific to be included in ASSIST.  These activities are provided as suggestions only and are not required.



 
There is an FAQ document related to ASSIST on the KDE website which can found here: 
http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Documents/Frequently%20Asked%20Questions%20CSIP_C

DIP%2011282012.pdf 
 
Some additional FAQs related to special education follow. 
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FAQs 

http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Documents/Frequently%20Asked%20Questions%20CSIP_CDIP%2011282012.pdf
http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Documents/Frequently%20Asked%20Questions%20CSIP_CDIP%2011282012.pdf


 
Q:  With KCMP, we were required to write a narrative describing our data analysis including the 
DRT discussion around the investigative questions.  Are we required to do that in ASSIST? 
 
A:  No.  However, there may be questions asked as part of the Executive Summary for which 
information related to students with disabilities may be included. 
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FAQs 



 
Q:  With KCMP, we retained documentation of activities conducted as evidence of our work on 
our plan.  What sort of documentation should be retained under this new system? 
 
A:  It is still reasonable and advised to maintain records that are evidence that activities have 
been conducted and that demonstrate their level of effectiveness. 
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FAQs 



 
Q:  Will we still submit data for Indicators 11 and 13? 
 
A:  Yes, that process will not change.  You will receive a spreadsheet in the spring and be asked 

to document record reviews that have been conducted for evaluation timelines and 
transition documentation.  Other data collection processes will also stay the same, such as 
End-of-Year Reporting and December 1 Child Count. 
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FAQs 



Contact: 
 

Christel Hockensmith  
christel.hockensmith@education.ky.gov  

Phone  (502) 564-4970 
 

Or  
 

Pam Coe 
pam.coe@education.ky.gov 

Phone (270) 535-2044 
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More Questions? 

mailto:christel.hockensmith@education.ky.gov
mailto:pam.coe@education.ky.gov
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