[bookmark: _GoBack]Description of Explore Your Future Event

Explore Your Future (EYF) is a transition event preparing Deaf and Hard of Hearing middle and high school students to be college and career ready. This will be our first annual Explore Your Future Event on Feb. 21, 2013 from 9:00-1:00 pm (CST) at Nolin Center in Elizabethtown, KY.  Explore Your Future will be open to any Kentucky students from age 12 through 21(enrolled in high school), who is deaf or hard of hearing. Our goal is to have a minimum of 30 students in attendance. 

Large group and small discussions and interactive presentations for students will provide information about:

· Information and handouts for the use of social media. 
· PowerPoint Presentations: social/emotional well-being/prevent cyberbullying and use of social media.
· Opportunities to network with other school districts. 
· Strategies for dealing with cyberbullying and the use of social media. 
· Understanding of Deaf Culture and cultural identity
· Students from across the state will come together for EYF to help develop social/emotional and language skills as well as develop a network of friends.   Many deaf and hard of hearing students find themselves isolated from peers like them while attending public schools. The population of deaf and hard of hearing children and youth in Kentucky is small and scattered throughout the 400+ mile length of the state. Many families are isolated from resources by geography and economic circumstances. EYF provides a chance for Deaf and hard of hearing students from across the state to interact with other Deaf and hard of hearing students. Students will have the opportunity to engage in activities related to building self-esteem, social interactions, and learning strategies to deal with problems they encounter like bullying through discussions and drama. 
· As a result of deaf students being around other deaf students, we anticipate that they will learn about their unique experiences. This event will encourage a feeling of belonging, develop a social network of friends and help them learn about their deaf culture.  We want to prevent the feelings of isolation. We also want to connect them with adult resource people.

· College booths: representatives from SWCID, Gallaudet University, and NTID will have the opportunities to explain the programs being offered for DHH students. 

	     








	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 

