INSTRUCTIONAL PROMPTS

POWER

Prompt:  The amount of assistance or guidance the trainer must use for the learner to accomplish the task.

1. Verbal:  The teacher uses only verbal cues to help the learner accomplish the task.  Somewhat like “talking them through it.”
2. Gesture:  The teacher uses gestures to show the learner how to complete the task.  Somewhat like modeling, but only one task is used.
3. Positional: The teacher places (or positions) the correct item closer to the student to make the correct response obvious.

4. Modeling:  The teacher shows the learner how to do the task by completing each step.  The teacher uses her own materials and may work along side the learner.
5. Partial Physical:  The teacher uses physical assistance or guidance, when necessary, but not for the entire task.  
6. Full Physical or Hand-over-hand:  The trainer physically guides the learner through the task.
Adapted from Marc Gold (1977), Try Another Way.  Indianapolis, IN:  Mark Gold Film Productions of Indianapolis.
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