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Consultant: Wendy Strode-Ross
Month: October

Happy Halloween!! I hope everyone had a wonderful and relaxing Fall Break! 

PAST EVENTS: 
Camp Courageous: GRREC had 4 families to attend! It was a wonderful weekend full of great activities and memories! I encourage you to volunteer if you haven’t done so, it will touch your heart in a beautiful way. 

White Cane Day: This was held at the Louisville Zoo for C.A.L.E.B.S. (Community Awareness of Low Vision and Education of Blindness in Society).  What a day to remember! 


MONTHLY SERVICES TO DISTRICTS:
Student Services by District: (To Date)
Simpson- 2
Hancock- 2
Owensboro Ind. - 1

Technical Services Provided to Districts: (To Date)
Daviess-1
Green- 3
Hancock- 3
Hardin- 1
Russell- 1
Simpson-2
Cloverport-1

CADRE MEETING DATES: Times: 8:30-2:30 Central time
Dec 11(Thursday)
Jan 26 (Monday)
Feb 19 (Thursday)
March 30 (Monday)

*IMPORTANCE OF CADRE MEETINGS: The purpose of the cadre meetings is to provide TVI’s and other school district personnel with information and training pertinent to teaching students with visual impairments. We will continue to work diligently on aspects of improving areas of the Expanded Core Content and Professional Development to enhance student and teacher growth. It is also equally important that from time to time a TVI has the opportunity to “shadow” another TVI for growth. I encourage districts that do not have a designated TVI to send a special ed. case manager to the Cadre Meeting to have a better understanding of Visually Impaired aspects and issues. 







UPCOMING EVENTS OR THINGS TO NOTE:

Braille Carnival- November 21st 

BANA (Braille Authority of North America) has implemented UEB Braille code which will be mandated fully January 2016.

American Printing House information regarding textbooks:

· Orders for textbooks in subjects using literary braille (i.e., social studies and language arts), not previously transcribed, will be produced in UEB for the 2015-16 school year.
· Orders for textbooks in technical subjects (i.e., science and mathematics), not previously transcribed, will be produced in UEB and/or UEB with Nemeth Code for the 2015-16 school year.
· Textbooks previously transcribed will be available in their original codes, following APH’s policy of not duplicating previously transcribed textbooks and supplementary materials.
· APH will transcribe assessment materials in the codes requested by customers who contract with APH to make assessments accessible in hardcopy and/or refreshable braille. APH recognizes that assessment materials must be available in the code that is used most efficiently by each test taker (as indicated on his/her Individual Education Plan or 504 Plan). APH is committed to providing multiple formats for these high stakes assessments.
· APH will gradually transition instructional and assessment-related catalog products and materials to UEB and UEB with Nemeth Code throughout the next several years.
*Therefore, it is critical that TVI’s start using the UEB code with all Braille readers, both beginning and proficient ensuring understanding of the future of Braille needs. 
For more information, please refer to http://brailleauthority.org for UEB regulations or the American Printing House for information regarding textbooks.

UPCOMING TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES:
Assistive Technology- Wendell Foster Center- Owensboro- 2 day training- Cost-$100.00
Attendees will confidently and effectively integrate these solutions to foster an individual's success with all types of AT products. Deadline to register is November 7th. Call 270-683-4517, ext. 487 or email tcecil@wfcampus.org 

TVI’s are encouraged to “shadow” each other to gather ideas, lesson plans, FVLMA/ECC elements, tools, and strategies! 
  






KENTUCKY SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND NEWS:

The KSB Weekly Wildcat news can be viewed at: http://www.ksb.kyschools.us/content_page2.aspx?cid=86 
 
 
Here are a few things you will read about in this issue:
 
· A Soup Supper for KSB families was Tuesday! It was a great success!

· Wednesday, October 22nd, Humana came on campus to practice interviewing skills with KSB High School students.  

· Check out the events happening throughout the state!


LOW VISION CLINICS: 
I want to thank everyone who is taking advantage of our Low Vision Clinic! Kentucky School for the Blind will take permission to evaluate on a first come, first serve basis. This is a great opportunity at no cost to the parent! 

Low Vision Clinics will take place at Kentucky School for the Blind on the following dates:
Dec. 12, Jan. 23-24, Feb. 20, March 24, April 24, and May 22

SHORT TERM PROGRAM:
Please remember that Kentucky School for the Blind offers a Short Term Program that emphasizes Expanded Core Content which is mandatory for students that qualify for Visual Services. The ECC must be addressed on the PLEP as well as goal and objectives. Short Term is a related service and can be as accessed from 2 -12 weeks. Contact with the Teachers of Short Course is necessary and vital for this process. It is noted that I have a Power Point presentation to show to the Directors at a future date (pending) to explain the Expanded Core Content and what it means. 

NEXT MONTH:
Paula Penrod will be speaking regarding KIMRC (Kentucky Instructional Materials and Resources Center). She will speak regarding the importance of registering Visually Impaired students with KIMRC in order to receive quota materials. 

*If you have a SHINE moment that you would like to share with KSB please take a picture and write a paragraph about your shine (teacher/student). Send it to me and I will be proud to send it on to Kentucky School for the Blind for the newsletter! We need to celebrate our awesome teachers/ students and their accomplishments! 
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