Kentucky’s Autism Initiative
In Kentucky, an estimated 28,000 individuals live with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD).  Their families, schools and communities are affected by autism.  While no known cure for autism exists, there is consensus that early diagnosis followed by appropriate intervention can improve outcomes for most individuals with autism.  Education-based services are currently the primary form of treatment for autism.  Each individual with ASD accrues about $3.2 million in costs to society over his or her lifetime, with lost productivity and adult care being the most expensive components, according to a report in the April 2008 issue of Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine.  

Kentucky was chosen, in a national grant application process, as one of three states selected to partner with the National Professional Development Center on Autism Spectrum Disorders, a group of national experts in autism (i.e., FPG Child Development Institute at University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill, Waisman Center at University of Wisconsin – Madison, and the M.I.N.D. Institute at the University of California/ Davis Medical School).  The National ASD Center has been charged with creating a model for translating ASD research into practice on a large scale by building the capacity of educators, schools, and communities on a statewide level.  Therefore, beginning in January 2009, the National Center on ASD will provide Kentucky with professional development, training and technical assistance to support our implementation of evidence-based practices for early intervention, intervention and education of students with autism.  In addition, the Center will assist Kentucky to establish ASD model sites at the preschool, elementary, middle and high school level, which will demonstrate evidence-based interventions and effective practices for measuring and evaluating child, family, practitioner and system-level outcomes.  
The Kentucky Department of Education, in partnership with the National Center on ASD, the Kentucky Autism Training Center (KATC) and other stakeholders, has developed a state plan to build the capacity of all school districts to educate students with ASD.  Our Kentucky Vision is to create a statewide training/ technical assistance network of support which reaches into every school and district to promote:

· The early identification of children with ASD

· An increase in the number of highly qualified personnel (particularly teachers and practitioners) serving children and youth with ASD, who are competent in implementing evidence-based practices

· A sustainable system of ongoing professional development and technical assistance to support students with ASD

· Improved educational outcomes for children and youth with ASD, including:
· Effective communication systems, positive behavioral supports, and improved social skills/ interactions

· Enhanced access and learning within the general education curriculum and classrooms
· Improved transition planning and measureable positive post-school outcomes 
The Kentucky Department of Education and the Kentucky Autism Training Center will have lead roles in developing this network.  Leadership further extends through the state’s eleven regional Special Education Cooperatives, who have the capacity to create and sustain change at the local level and are essential for developing and maintaining a system of ongoing professional development, training, and coaching for teachers and administrators.  Regional ASD Teams are being created at the coops to lead and train cadres of individuals recruited from every area school district (2009-2010).  These ASD Cadre members, once trained, will begin to provide leadership in their own district to build local ASD capacity, provide consultation/technical assistance around evidence-based practices, and create local district ASD Problem-Solving Teams (2010-2012).  The state plan also envisions significant collaboration among higher education, education, early childhood and mental health professionals, and incorporates planning for First Steps and physician/ community awareness of ASD.
