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Why are you seeing a name change from KSD Outreach consultant to SERCD Outreach Consultant? KSD is the Statewide Educational Resource Center on Deafness and Outreach is the part that serves students who attend school in their local school districts. 
 
The Statewide Educational Resource Center on Deafness (SERCD) is an umbrella that encompasses both the KY School for the Deaf in Danville and Outreach serving the entire state, each with their own mission. KRS 167:015 established KSD and KSB as the Statewide Educational Resource Centers on Deafness and Blindness, respectively on July 15th, 1998 when it was passed in the legislature and signed into law.  Representative Joe Clarke was the author of the bill.  

The KY School for the Deaf is a comprehensive educational program serving students in P-12th grade and is located in Danville, KY. Their curriculum is no different than any public school except for the fact that they can provide direct instruction in a bilingual environment which includes ASL and spoken and written English. The opportunities for students at KSD are numerous and we realize that KSD is not the place for every student who is deaf or hard of hearing or perhaps their parents have chosen to have them educated close to home. That’s where Outreach comes in to play. 

The SERCD Outreach Consultants provide technical assistance to school districts, families, and other service providers throughout the state who have students that are deaf or hard of hearing to help provide appropriate educational services and in an effort to enhance and build local capacity. 

School district personnel and families often associate Outreach Consultants only with students who use ASL to communicate. However, we serve students regardless of the communication they use whether it is Spoken English and Listening, Signed English, Conceptually Accurate Signed English, ASL or something else. Our purpose is to meet the needs of the student and to assist school districts and parents in that effort through a variety of means. We are expanding our outreach areas of expertise and contracting with additional professionals when needed. We work closely with our partners to meet the needs of all students. We advise that you contact the regional Outreach Consultant any time you are working with a student who is deaf or hard of hearing as needs vary widely and we can also assist teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing with additional information and resources on latest developments in the field, etc.

KRS 167:015 (2) 
“(2) In addition to being recognized as a school providing quality, full-time educational services to students who are deaf and hard of hearing or who are blind or visually impaired, the Kentucky School for the Deaf and the Kentucky School for the Blind shall also serve as the Statewide Educational Resource Center on Deafness and as the Statewide Educational Resource Center on Blindness, respectively. They shall provide technical assistance and resource services to local school districts, parents, and other agencies or organizations serving children and youth who are deaf and hard of hearing or who are blind or visually impaired. Depending on the availability of funding, services may include, but not be limited to, assessments; consultations on curriculum; language and communication; orientation and mobility; classroom devices, including telecommunication devices for the deaf and hard of hearing and Braille for the blind and visually impaired; assistive technology; professional development; and program development and implementation. The Kentucky School for the Deaf and the Kentucky School for the Blind may enter into collaborative agreements with local school districts and other public and private agencies to provide for regional or satellite programs for children and youth who are deaf and hard of hearing or who are blind or visually impaired.” 

Hopefully, the next time you see “SERCD Outreach Consultant”, you will have a better idea of what all it entails!
								Artie Grassman, Director of Outreach 
Statewide Educational Resource Center on Deafness
Regional Programs & Services
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