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Alternate Work Samples Q & A

1. Does the work sample need to be done in one sitting or on one day?
Either one is acceptable; the work sample can be completed on one day or over multiple days.

2. Can the work sample be more than one page?

Yes, the work sample can be any number of pages necessary to show attainment of all parts of the standard.

3. Are there a minimum number of items or questions required for a work sample?

No, there is not a minimum number of items or questions required as long as all parts of the standard are addressed.  The purpose of the work sample is to document that the full intent of the standard is met through instruction.
4. Can a formative assessment (e.g. Pre/Post-test, quiz, exit slip) be used as part of the work sample?

Does the work sample need to be a summative assessment (e.g. pre-/post-test)?

Formative and summative assessments, which address all parts of the standard, are acceptable work samples.

5. Can completed graphic organizers be used as work samples?

Yes, a graphic organizer is one form or part of a work sample.

6. Can discrete trial data be used as a work sample?  
Yes, as long as all parts of the standard are demonstrated.  A systematic instruction plan should accompany the data to provide documentation of instruction to show that all parts of the standard were addressed.
7. Does the work sample have to be in multiple-choice format?

No, multiple-choice is one form of a work sample, but it is not a requirement. However, the students will be assessed using multiple-choice format so it may be important to expose them to this type of questions in instruction.
8. If the work sample is student writing, can it be scored using a rubric?

Yes, a rubric can be used to score student writing.  The rubric should be attached to the student writing to be used as a work sample.
9. Can a work sample have different parts of the standard completed across time (e.g. chunked or in progressions)?  Can a work sample be completed one part at a time as the student progresses through the standard?

Yes, the work sample can be completed on one day or over multiple days.  For example, a standard can be divided into 4 learning targets with a section of the work sample or four different work samples completed after each target is taught.  The sequence of instruction should be labeled on 

each work sample.   In addition, a brief description (paragraph or less) of how the standard was taught should be included to clarify for a reviewer.
10. Do the students have to attain a certain grade or score on the work samples?
No, it is a requirement that the work sample is scored; however, there is not a score or criteria that work samples must attain. 
11. Does the work sample have to be completely aligned with the standard even though the student is not ready for that level of instruction?  
Yes, the work sample always needs to be aligned completely with the standard; however, it is not required that the student master all aspects of the standard.  It is important that the material is introduced to the student or that the student is exposed to instruction on the full standard.
12. Can photographs be used as documentation of work sample when manipulatives are used and not paper/pencil type tasks so that the materials are in the student’s mode of communication?
Yes, photographs or copies of the student’s work using manipulatives are an acceptable documentation of a work sample.  It can also be done by a scribe who records the answers on an answer sheet; however, in this situation it is important to record on the work sample that a scribe was used and attach a summary of how the student completed the task using objects or manipulatives.

13. If a work sample for one standard is aligned to another standard as well (e.g. a large project like creating a brochure, completing research and then writing an article, creating a poster), can it be used for the second standard as well?  Should that work sample be referenced for the second standard or should it be duplicated, or used for only one of the standards?
A work sample that is aligned to another standard may be used for both.  This can be accomplished by referencing the second standard on the work sample as well as the second.  It may be important to include a brief description  (paragraph or smaller) of how the work sample meets multiple standards.
14. Is it ok to submit the final copy of a writing sample as the work sample?

Yes and no.  This would be an appropriate work sample if the standard is asking for a writing product.  For example, W-HS-11.2 Produce clear and coherent writing may require a finished product.  While W-HS-11.2 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, and rewriting may require revising an already written product.    A copy of a writing sample is an appropriate work sample provided that the writing sample provides information about instruction.  In this situation, a rubric may be attached or the initial writing sample draft be attached with the final copy.  
15. Can the same work sample be used for every student in my class at that grade level?
Yes and no.  More than one student can use the same work sample; however, each works sample needs to be adapted to be in the appropriate mode of communication for each student.  SO the probability of all students in one classroom needing the same adaptation to meet their communication needs would be very rare.  

[Type text]
[Type text]
[Type text]

August 2014
                                                                                                                                                 Page | 2 


